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I.  J^CCOUNTS  of  the  life  of  this  memorable  man,  have 
been  written  in  mojl  of  the  living  languages  of  Europe  : 
but  the  mojl  generally  efteemed  is,  that  in  French,  by  the  cel¬ 
ebrated  pen  of  father  Bohours.  This  was  tranjlated  into  Eng- 
Ifh  by  Ht •  Dry  den,  and  makes  a  volume  of  near  eight  hun¬ 
dred pages  i  great  part  of  which  is  /pent  in  the  defection  of 
places,  and  of  the  people,  among  whom  Xavier  preached 
the  gof pel.  And  a  conftderable  part  is  taken  up  in  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  miracles  and  wonders,  which  are  far  from  being  grate¬ 
ful  to  a  proteftant  reader. 

For,  granting  that  to  eftallijh  Chriftianity  amongst  Hea¬ 
thens  ffuch  as  were  thofeof  India  and  Japan )  miraculous  op- 
orations  might  have  been  given,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  be- 
nigh  ted  regions ;  -yet,  the  multiplying  them,  onfuch  trivial  etc- 
cafions,  as  the  accounts  given  of  Xavier  abound  with,  renders 
the  belief  of  fitch  as  may  be  real,  much  more  difficult ;  and  be- 

comes,  at  leaft  to  fame  readers,  a  kind  of  temptation  to  rejell 
the  whole. 


If 


If  indeed*  God  did  favour  the  generous  attempts  of  this  ex¬ 
cellent  man  for  the  converfion  of  infidels  and  Heathens ,  with 
miraculous  exertions  of  his  mighty  power,  it  was,  as  far  as  can 
ve  gathered  from  Xavier  himfelf,  hut  very  rarely,  and  on  ex - 
trq ordinary  occafions .  And  even  then,  his  humility  always 

found  outfome  way  to  conceal  them  if  poffible  an  infiance 
°f  which  here  follows , 

It  was  the  common  talk  at  Goa,  that  he  had  raifed  the 
dead  on  the  coafi  of  Fijhery •  After  his  return  to  Goa ,  two  of 
%is  intimate  friends  requeftedhim  to  inform  them,  for  God's 
farther  glory,  how  thefe  matters  went  ,•  and  particularly  con¬ 
cerning  the  child,  f aid  to  he  drowned  in  a  well  ? — It  was 
fome  time  before  Xavier  could  give  them  an  anfwer ,  he  has 
was  fo  confounded  at  fuch  an  enquiry •  When  he  fomewhat 

recovered  from  his  furprife - Jefus,  faid  he,  what,  I  to 

raife  the  dead  !  Can  you  believe  thefe  things  of  fuch  a 
wretch  as  I  am  !  After  which ,  he  faid  with  a  hlujhing  cou?i- 
tenance — Alas,  poor  firmer  that  I  am  !  they  fet  before  me  a 
child  it  is  true,  whom  they  reported  to  be  dead  ;  but  who 
perhaps  was  not— He  arofe  indeed  ;  and  where  was  the 
miracle!  „  ,  £  ^  \ 

....  •  '  ,  *  , \  y»WlO  >3  S’  - 

But  he  thefe  accounts  as  they  may,  they  are,  together 

with  the  geographical  deferiptions  in  his  life ,  foreign  to  the 
prefent  defign  ;  which  is  to  re prefen i  only  fuch  particulars ,  i?i 
the  fpirit  and  conduit  of  this  holy  man,  as  may,  by  the  di¬ 
vine  hlejfing ,  promote  the  intenfis  of  true  piety .  And  it  is  pre¬ 
fumed,  the  following  ahridg?nent  has  in  it  whatever  of  this 
fort  is  contained  in  the  large  work  from  whence  it  is  taken  : 

f» 


Jo  that  a  frotefiant  reader  is  defrauded  of  nothing  which 
may  he  either  pleafng  or  profitable  to  him  :  and  erven  the  jtiore 
impartial  and difcerningamong  the  Catholicks  the mfelvesy  will 
perhaps  be  ingenuous  enough  to  think ,  there  is  no  injury  done  to 
the  char  after  of  Xavier;  while fuch  particulars  are  related  of 
him  as .  deferve  our  commendation ,  and  are  worthy  the  imi¬ 
tation  of  all \ 


II.  The  many  teftimonies  which  have  been  given  to  the 

>  »  ,  ^ 

virtues  and  labors  of  this  worthy  man ,  as  well  by  divines  and 
hifiorians  of  the  Reformed ,  as  of  the  Roman  churchy  will  per¬ 
haps  be  thought  to  weigh  fometh in g  in  favour  of  this  publi¬ 
cation  :  though  it  be  in  a  country ,  where  it  is  true,  that  (i  the  ' 
(i  doftrine  of  the  holy  church  is  quejiioned,  and  all  religious 
“  addreffes  to  faints  ridiculed”  Two  or  three  of  th  of e  tefii- 
moniesy  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention . 

Richard  Hdckluyty  a  protefant,  and  a  minifier  of  Eng- 
handy  f peak's  of  Xavier  thus  :  “  Sancian  is  an  if  and  in  the  con¬ 
fines  of  China,  and  near  the  port  of  Canton ,  famous  for  the 
death  of  Francis  Xavier ,  that  worthy  preacher  of  the  gpf- 
pel,  and  that  divine  teacher  of  the  Indians,  in  what  concern¬ 
ed  religion  :  who ,  after  great  labours ,  after  many  injuries 
and  croffes,  undergone  with  great  patience  and  joy,  died  in  a 
cabin  on  the  id  of  Sept.  1552  ;  defitute  of  all  worldly  conve¬ 
niences,  but  accumulated  with  all  forts  of  fpiritual  hlejfugs  : 
having  firfi  made  known  the  gofpel  to  many  thoufands  of  tl? of e 
eafiern  people . 

'  '  *  'sir* 
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ERE  E  A  C  \E. 

To  the  fame  purpcfe ,  [peaks  Monfeur  Tavernier,  another 

protefant - “  Francis  Xavier,  ended  in  this  place  (San* 

cian)  his  miff  on,  together  with  his  life,  after  he  had  efia - 
hlifed  the  Chrifian  faith,  with  an  admirable  prog  refs, 
in  all  places  through  which  he  paffed ;  not  only  hy  his 
zeal,  but  alfo  by  his  example ,  and  by  the  holinefs  of  his  man * 
ners%  He  had  never  been  in  China ,  but  there  is  great  pro . 
lability ,  that  the  religion  which  he  had  efabliffied  in  the 
iflc  of  Mphon,  exended  stfelf  into  ttoe  neighbouring  countries, 
and  multiplied,  by  the  cares  of  that  holy  man  ;  who,  by  a  jijl 
title ,  may  be  called  the  True  Apofle  of  the  Indies d* 

Boldeus,  in  his  hifory  of  the  Indies,  f peaks  of  him  in  thefe 

terms - a  If  the  religion  of  Xavier  agreed  with  ours, 

we  ought  to  efeem  and  reverence  him  as  another  St,  Paul : 
yet,  notwithfanding  the  difference  of  religion,  his  zeal,  his 
vigilance,  and  the  f anility  of  his  manners,  ought  to  fir  up  all 
good  men,  not  to  do  the  work  of  God  negligently.  For  the 
gifts  which  Xavier  had  received,  to  exercife  the  office  of  a 
minifer  and  ambaffiador  of  Jesus  Christ,  were  fo  eminent, 
that  my  foul  is  not  able  to  exprejs  them.  If  I  conf  der  the  pa~, 
tience  and  fweetnefs,  wherewith  he  prefented  both  to  great 

v  '•*'  ■  i  .  *  i  •  •>.  •  \  V  *  v 

and f mall,  the  holy  and  living  waters  of  the  gof  'pel :  if  I  re¬ 
gard  the  courage  wherewith  he  fuffered  injuries  and  affronts ^ 
—  I  am  forced  to  cry  out  with  the  apoftle — who  is  fu  indent, 
like  him,  for  thefe  things  ! 

I  might,  if  it  were  needful,  eafily  increafe  the  number  of 
commendations  befowed  upon  this  apoflolic  many  in  the  pro- 
teftant  world %  His  namu\  has  been  admitted  into  a  work 

J  *  '  t  •  P  >.  •  ^  **  «  ^  .  V  \  j  \  ^  ;  -  1  *-■-  *.  .  ' 
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of  importance)  by  a  perfon  not  unknown  to  the  learned  and 
religious  part  of  the  world.  His  words  are  thefe — <(  Per¬ 
haps  a  little  of  the  fame  J fir  it  ( alluding  to  St.  Paul ,  and 
fame  of  his  lafi  trials  ( might  remain  with  him ,  under 
whofe  picture  are  thofe  affetting  wordsy  The  true  effigy 
of  Francis  Xavier,  apoftle  of  the  Indies,  forfaken  of 
all  men — dying  in  a  cottage.”  I  need  add  no  more ,  by  way 
of  apology  for  the  prefent  attempt)  to  cauf e  to  be  more  general¬ 
ly  known ,  the  excellency  of  a  Lharuftery  fo  ftrongly  and  refpeSi- 
fully  attefed  in  the  proteflant  world. 

III.  As  to  Xavier's  being  a  member  of  the  church  of  Rome , 
Jhould  it  not  give  us  real joy ,  that  God fhould from  time  to  time 
raife  up  men  in  that  benighted  churchy  who  may  be  truly  filed 

burning  aud  Jhining  lights  I  f - - And  fuch  furely  were 

thofe  names  well  known  to  usy  viz.  Thomas  a  Kempisy  Mr. 
De  Rentyy  Mr.  Pafcaly  Madame  De  Guiony  Gregory  Lopezy 
and  f  to  mention  no  more  J  our  Xavier •  The  love  which  al¬ 
ways  rejoiceth  in  the  truth ,  and  taketh  pleafure  in  the  prof- 
perity  of  anothery  cannot  but  glorify  God  on  this  behalf. 

The  memory  of  the  faintSy  is  precious  to  God ;  and  ought 
aljo  to  be  fo  to  us  / — and  fuch  perfonsy  ( of  whatever  agey  ?iame 
or  nation , )  who  ferved  God  by  holy  livingy  indufrious  preach¬ 
ing ,  and  religious  dyingy  ought  to  have  their  names  preferved 
in  honor ,  and  God  to  be  glorified  in  them ,  and  their  lives  pub- 
lifhed  and  imitated . 

IV.  To  give  fame  account  of  this  ab fir  all  :  The  firjl 

part  is  chiefly  takn~'  frojn  two  accounts  of  him  by  differ  e?it 

?nen  ; 
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men the  reft  is  from  that  of  Bohours .  There  is  added 
here  and  there  a  Jhort  reflexion,  which  naturally  prefented 
iff ’If  in  writing  it  over  :  and fome  pains  have  been  taken  to 
keep  up  a  thread  of  connexion  throughout  the  whole.  Care 
has  been  iikewife  had  all  along ,  to  retain  what  could  be  con  - 
ftftent  with  the  defgn  of  Xavier's  own  words; — for,  he¬ 
ft  de  that fro?n  them  is  be  ft  learned  his  real  char  after,  they 
have  in  them  a  ftrength  and  un&ion  ,  which  fully  evidence 
the  fountain  whence  they  flowed* 

So  much  cxcellejit  matter  ( to  ufe  the  words  of  another  J  is 
crowded  intofo  fmall  a  co?npafs,  that  almoft  every  paragraph 
contains  the  value  of  a  fermon.  The  nour  'i  Jhrnent  is  foftrong 
'that  it  requires  but  little  to  be  taken  at  a  time.  Where  he 
exhorts ,  there'  is  not  an  exprejfton  but  what  is  glowing  with 
the  love  of  God  l  Where  he  dire  ft  s  a  tnijftoner,  or  gives  in - 
fruftions  to  a  fubflitute,  we  can  fcarcely  help  thinking  of  a 
St.  Paul,  adviftng  a  Timothy  or  a  Titus.  Where  he  writes 
into  Europe ,  he  infpirei  his  ardor  into  fovereign  princes  ; 
and  feems  with  the  fpirit  of  his  devotion to  inflame  his  col¬ 
leagues  at  the  di fiance  of  the  Indies . 


THE 


5* 


v 


i 


T  H  E 


L  I  f 


E 


O  F 


FRANCIS  XAVIER. 


PART  I. 


n 


CHAP.  I. 

Of  his  Birth,  natural  Endowments,  Studies,  and 

ftrf  fubmtjjion  to  God. 

E  was  of  Navarre,  a  province  of  Spain.  And 
'  according  to  ionic  who  examined  his  nobi¬ 
lity  from  undoubted  records,  he  derived  his  pedi¬ 
gree  from  the  kings  of  Navarre.  His  father,  Don 
Juan  de  JafTo,  was  deemed  a  lord  of  great  merit,  and 
he. a  one  of  toe  find  places  in  the  council  of  (fate, 
unaer  the  reign  of  king  John  the  third,  The 
name  of  his  mother  was  Mary  Azpilcueta  Xavier, 


B 


foeirefs 


ft 
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Iieireis  to  two  of  the  mod  illuftrious  families  In  that 
kingdom.  1  hey  had  many  children  ;  the  youngeft 
of  whom  was  Francis,  the  fame  whofe  life  is  here 
related. 

He  was  l  orn  in  the  caflle  of  Xavier,  on  the  yth 
of  April,  1506.  It  was  from  this  caftle  which  an- 

Jkr 

pei  tamed  to  his  mother  s  houfe  above  two  hundred 
years,  floated  at  the  foot  <of  {he  i^yrenean  rvlcuntains, 
that  they  toon  the  name  of  Xavier,  in  lieu  of  AJ- 
narez ,  which  w  u  S  the  former  name  of  their  family. 

He  vi  as  of  a  urong  habit  of  body,*  his  com¬ 
plexion  was  lively  and  vigorous,  his  genius  fublime, 
and  capable  of  the  greateft  defies,  his  heart  fear¬ 
less,  ana  agreeable  in  his  behavioui  t  but  above  all, 
he  was  of  a  gay,  complying  and  winning  humour  ; 
he  was  naturally  vain  and  paffionately  fond  ©fomen¬ 
tation.  And  yet,  notwithftanding  all  this,  he  had  a 
in ofi  extreme  averfion  to  all  manner  of  iramodefly, 
a  generous  foul,  great  purity  of  manners,  and  a 
vad  inclination  to  his  fiudies. 

His  parents  iofpired  him  with  the  fear  of  God 
from  his  infancy,  and  took  a  particular  care  of  his 
education.  And  as  he  had  a  quick  conception,  a 
happy  memory,  and  a  penetrating  mind,  lie  ad¬ 
vanced  wonderfully  in  a  few  years*  Having  gained 
a  fufheient  knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue,  and  dif- 
covcrcd  a  great  pro  pen  fi  ty  to  learning,  he  was  fent 

to 
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to  the  univerfity  of  Peris.  He  went  thither  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  fell  immediately  on 
the  Rudy  of  philofophy.  ’Tis  fearcely  credible 
with  how  much  ardour  he  fur  mounted  the  firfl 
difficulties  of  Logick.  Whatloever  his  inclinations 
were,  towards  a  knowledge  how  fubtle  and  crabbed 
foever,  he  tugged  at  it  with  ine  ’(Tant  pains,  to  be  at 
the  head  cr  all  his  fellow-ftudents ;  and  perhaps 
never  any  fcholar  be!  ides  himfelf,  could  Join  to  ye- 
ther  fo  much  eaie,  and  fo  much  labour. 

He  iucceeded  to  well  in  his  philofophy,  tint  hav¬ 
ing  taken  his  degree  of  maker  of  arts,  he  was  jud 


( * 


ed  worthy  to  teach  philofophy  himfelf.  His  parts 
appeared  more  than  ever  in  this  new  employment, 
and  he  acquired  an  high  reputation  from  his  public 
lectures  on  Ariffotle. 

The  praifes  which  univerfally  were  given  him, 
were  extremely  pleafi ng  to  his  vanity  ;  and  he  flat¬ 
tered  himfelf,  that  the  way  which  he  had  taken, 
would  lean  him  onward  to  fomewhat  or  greater  con- 
iequence.  Whereas  the  quality  of  his  birth,  his  natu¬ 
ral  parts,  and  his  progrefs  in  learning,  had  railed  his 
expectation  in  the  world,  (notwithflanding  the  then 
iil  condition  of  his  impoverished  family)  he  propofed 
to  himfelf  advancement  by  eeclefiaftical  preferment  '• 
and  according  to  the  cuftom  oi  ambitious  men,  who 

feed 


THE  LIFE  OF 


1 6 

Led  tnemfelves  with  chimeras,  he  framed  to  him- 
i^-lf  the  obtaining  great  advantages,  upon  the  leaf! 

appearances. 

About  the  time  that  Xavier  began  his  courfe  of 
pniiofophy,  Ignatius  Loyola  came  into  France,  to 
fifiifh  his  iludies,  which  the  obilacles  he  found  in 
Spain,  had  conflrained  him  to  interrupt.  Fie  had 
not  continued  long  in  the  univerfity  of  Paris,  before 
he  heard  talk  of  this  young  mailer  in  philofophy, 
and  grew  acquainted  with  him.  Ignatius,  who  had 
renounced  the  world,  and  call  the  model  of  a  reli¬ 
gious  and  learned  fociety,  judged  Xavier  to  be  very 
proper  for  preaching  the  gofpel.  And  the  fame  he 
thought  of  Xavier’s  companion,  one  Peter  le  Fe~ 


vre, 

*. 


To  gain  the  better  opportunity  of  infinuating 
himfeif  into  their  acquaintance,  Ignatius  took  lodg¬ 
ings  with  them,  and  was  not  wanting  to  exhort  them 
to  live  up  to  the  rules  of  Chriftianity.  Le  Fevre, 
who  was  of  a  traflab  e  nature,  and  was  not  enamour¬ 
ed  of  the  world,  refigned  himfeif  to  God  without 
flrong  oppofition.  But  Xavier,  who  was  of  a  haugh¬ 
ty  fpirif,  and  whole  head  was  filled  with  ambitious 
thoughts,  made  a  fierce  lehllance*  Lis  innate 
pride  and  vanity  made  ulelefs  ail  the  hill  ellays  and 

difeourfes  of  a  man  who  only  1 poke  of  the  contempt 

of 
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of  worldly  greatnefs.  He  treated  Ignatius  with 
much  contempt,  rallying  him  on  all  occafons,  and 
making  it  his  bufinefs  to  ridicule  him. 

This  however  did  not  hinder  him  from  ufing 

$ 

every  opportunity  of  reprefenting  to  Xavier  the  great 
confequences  of  his  eternal  welfare.  But  perceiving 
that  he  could  make  no  imprefTion  on  a  heart  where 
felf-conceit  was  fo  very  prevalent,  and  which  was 
dazzled  with  vain-glory,  he  bethought  himfelf  of  af- 
faulting  him  on  the  weaker  fide.  He  congratulated 
him  for  his  rare  talents,  applauded  his  wit  and  the 
ingenuity  of  hisanfwers  ;  and  made  it  his  bufinefs  to 
procure  him  fcholars,  and  to  augment  his  reputa¬ 
tion,  by  the  crowd  of  his  auditors. 

Xavier  was  too  vain  not  to  receive,  with  greedy 

fatisfa£Hon,  whatever  incenfe  was  given  him  of  that 

kind.  A-pplauie  was  welcome,  from  whatever  hand 

it  came  ;  and  withal,  he  was  too  prateful  not  to  ac- 

c  ♦- 

knowledge  thole  trood  offices;  which  were  clone  him 
by  a  pcnon  whom  he  had  ufed  fo  very  ill.  He  was 
the  more  fenfble  of  fitch  a  kindnefs,  by  beiny  con- 

7  J  O 

feious  to  himielr  how  little  he  had  deferved  it  :  all 
which,  at  length  reconciled  him  fo  hearken  without 
repugnance  to  inofe  difeourfes,  which  were  fo  little 
fuitable  to  his  natural  bent.  But  what  fill  more 
contributed  to  the  conquef  of  Xavier  was,  his  mo- 

B  2  nev 


failing  ^ 'l  171  this  time,  when  Ignatius  juft: 

liad  it  in  his  power  to  relieve  him  :  which  he  did 
with  all  readinefs,  on  fo  prefting  an  occafion. 

1  he  compliances  of  Ignatius,  and  the  many 
good  offices  he  had  done  to  Xavier,  had  wrought 
m  him  now  a  great  tratfablenefs  and  condefcen- 
^on#  Refides,  he  perceived  a  great  alteration  in 
Le  Fevre,  his  companion,  whom  Ignatius’s  dif- 
courfes  had  conquered.  His  way  of  living  did  much 
11111  In  Xavier’s  head,  and  raifed  reflections  in  him 
l'Pon  his  own  Rate,  which  did  not  a  little  flagger 
him*  At  the  fame  time,  he  came  to  underftand  the 
quality  and  birth  of  Ignatius;  after  which,  his  dif- 
courfe  appeared  more  rational  to  him  than  before  : 
as  if  the  condition  ct  the  perfon,  had  given  weight 
and  authority  to  his  words.  Idis  affeCiions  were 
now  entirely  gained,  and  Ignatius  was  not  wanting 
to  pur fue  the  conqueft. 

W h i le  things  were  in  this  condition,  a  certain 
Spaniard  of  mean  birth,  and  worfe  life,  called 
Michael  Navarr,  who  pretended  a  great  concern  for 
Xavier,  could  not  endure  this  change,  which  broke 
nil  their  commerce.  His  rage  fell  againfl  the  au¬ 
thor  of  it  ;  and  lie  believed  that  by  the  death  of  Ig¬ 
natius,  he  might  again  pofTefs  the  friendfhip  of  Xa¬ 
vier.  He  refolved  therefore  to  kill  him:  and  to 

that 
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that  end,  lie  fet  up  a  ladder  one  night  to  the  win¬ 
dow  of  Ignatius’s  chamber.  But  while  he  was  get¬ 
ting  up,  it  feemed  to  him  that  he  heard  a  threat¬ 
ening  voice,  which  faid  to  him,  “  Whither  doft  thou 
“  o-o.  thou  wretched  man  ?  What  doll  thou  mean  to 
“  do?”  At  which  he  retired  trembling  and  aghaft  ! 
and  acknowledged  the  horror  of  his  ciime. 

The  favourable  dilpohtions  which  now  appear¬ 
ed  in  Xavier,  gave  encouragement  to  go  on  with 
the  defign,  of  weaning  his  heart  entirely  from  the 
world  for  God.  Finding  him  one  day  more  than 
ordinarily  attentive,  Ignatius  repeated  to  him  thole 
words  of  our  Saviour,  more  forcibly  than  ever, 
What  [halt  it  profit  a  man  to  gain  the  whole  world 
and  lofe  his  own  foul?  Alter  which,  he  told  him. 
That  a  mind  fo  noble,  and  fo  great  as  his,  ought 
not  to  confine  itfelf  to  the  vain  honours  of  this 
world  ;  that  heavenly  glory  was  the  only  lawful 
obje£l  of  his  ambition  ;  and  that  right  reaion  would 
require  him  to  prefer  that  which  was  eternally  to 
laft,  before  what  would  vanifh  like  a  dream. 

“  If  there  were  no  other  life,  continued  Ig¬ 
natius,  but  the  prefent ;  and  no  other  glory  but 
that  of  this  world,  you  would  have  reafon  to  take 
care  only  how  to  appear  in  it,  and  to  raife  your 
fortune  among  men.  But  if  there  be  an  eternity, 

■  '*  as. 


as  mod  l'urely  there  Is;  with  what  fcni'e  can  you 
place  all  your  defires  !lers  be[ow  .  and  prefcr  ,hat 

which  pafles  like  a  dream  to  that  which  will  never 
have  an  end?  Believe  me,  the  vain  honours  of 

carth’  ars  t0°  P°or  and  inconfiderable  for  Co 
generous  a  heart  as  yours.  The  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  is  only  worthy  of  it.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
extinguish  that  noble  ardour  which  you  have  for 

,  £j°ry’  nor  !°  inrPire  you  with  mean  thoughts  : 
<-r«,  be  ambitious,  be  magnanimous!  but  level 
your  ambition  to  a  higher  mark;  and  (hew  the 
greatnefs  of  your  foul,  by  dealing  all  that  is  be- 

Xavier  at  this  time  was  fo  difpofed,  that  he  could 

not  hold  out  again!!  the  ft  rang  :h  of  thefe  reafons, 

2nd  the  kindnefs  of  fuch  a  condua.  After  many 

fenous  thoughts,  and  after  many  a  hard  druggie 

witom  nunlelr,  he  was  at  length  overcome  by  the 

power  of  eternal  truth  ;  and  took  up  a  folid  refolu- 

t.otr  of  living  according  to  the  maxims  of  the  gof- 
pel. 


CHAP, 
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Of  his  entire  Change  of  Life. 

\TOW  it  was  that  Xavier  began  fully  to  fee  into 
the  emptinefs  of  earthly  greatneis,  and  found 
himfelf  effectually  touched  with  the  love  of  heaven¬ 
ly  things.  He  refigned  himfelf  up  entirely  to  God, 
and  became  inflamed  with  the  zeal  of  edifying  others. 
His  firm  purpofe,  and  the  fpiritual  ailiftar.ee  which 
he  hud  from  perfons  of  experience,  made  eafv  to 
hirn  thofe  paths  of  perfection,  which  were  hitherto 

9 

unknown  to  hirn. 

For  the  prefent  he  faw  that  his  main  bufmefs 
was  to  fubdue  his  darling  paflion.  And  as  vain-glory 
had  the  greated  dominion  over  him,  he  endeavour¬ 
ed  from  the  beginning,  continually  to  humble  him- 
ielt,  and  to  confound  his  pride,  in  the  fenfe  of  his 
emptinefs,  and  of  his  hns.  And  believing  that  he 
could  not  tame  the  haughtinefs  of  his  own  foul 
without  mortifying  the  fleth,  he  undertook  the  con- 
qued  of  his  body  by  all  podible  methods  :  and  (ac¬ 
cording  to  his  religious  fentiments)  brought  to  his 
afhdance,  the  difeipline  of  rigorous  fading,  hair¬ 
cloth,  and  a  variety  of  other  fevere  auflerities. 

His  contemplations  were  wholly  taken  up  by 

day 
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day  and  by  night  on  divine  matters.  lie  found  him- 
felf  wholly  changed  into  another  man.  The  hu¬ 
mility  ofthecrofs,  appeared  to  him  more  amiable 
than  all  the  glories  of  the  world.  He  formed  the 
otfign  of  glorifying  Cod  by  all  poffible  means  ; 
ana  o,  employing  his  hie  for  the  falvation  of  fouls, 
lie  iet  cut  with  this  maxim,  T  hat  we  make  no  pro** 
grc>s  in  virtue  but  by  vanquifhing  ourfelves  ;  and 
gi-ew  every  day  more  in  love  with  pain  and  fufle  rings. 

A.e  hau  formed  a  refolution  of  viftiog  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Land,  that  he  might  have  a  fight  of  thofe  places 
which  weie  comecrated  by  the  pretence  and  blood 
of  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  that  he  might  be  furnilhed 
with  what  he  judged  a  laudable  occafion  of  dying 
for  Ills  divine  maker,  lie  purfued  his  meafures  ac¬ 
cordingly,  intending  with  others,  of  the  fame  de- 
fgn,  to  embark  at  Venice,  where  they  waited  on 
the  creation  a  whole  year.  But  a  war,  which  a- 
bout  this  time  broke  cut  between  the  Venetians 
and  the  1  urks,  bad  broken  the  commerce  of  the 
Levant,  and  flopped  the  paffage  to  the  Holy  Land  ; 
W'hich  entirely  defeated  their  whole  defgn. 


i 
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He  receives  the  Orders  of  Prieflhood,  and  labours 
for  the  Goid  oj  his  Neighbour . 

TP  HE  disappointment  of  vifiting  the  Holy  Land, 
v/oul.J  have  been  extremely  adV olive  to  Wa¬ 
vier,  had  he  not  comforted  himfclf  with  reflecting 
on  the  method  of  God’s  adorable  providence.  lie 
therefore  retired  into  himfelf,  with  fentln  ents  of 
iiie  mo  it  profound  fubmifiion  ;  and  offered  himfelf 
to  God  without  reierve,  to  do  or  fuflfer  whatever 
his  Divine  Majefly  fhouid  ordain  for  him.  It  was 
foon  after  appointed  that  he  fliould  receive  the  or¬ 
ders  of  prieflhood  ;  for  the  doing  of  which  he  dif¬ 
fered  himfelf  with  all  pouible  preparation.  And 
lie  did  receive  them  with  confidcraiions  of  awful 
aread,  and  ho:y  confufion,  which  are  no t  eafy  to  be 
exprefibd. 

He  fought  out  a  folitarv  place,  where,  being  fe- 

parated  from  the  communication  of  man  lie  mi°ht 

&■ 

eni°y  h]C  privacies  of  God.  lie  pa  fifed  forty  days 
in  a  miferable  thatched  cottage,  ferfaken  of  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  out  or  all  manner  of  repair,  expofed  to 
the  injuries  of  air,  lying  on  the  cold  hard  ground, 
I'igtdiy  treating  his  body,  falling  all  the  day,  and 

fuflaining 
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fuftaining  nature  cnly  with  a  little  pittance  of  bread  : 
but  tailing  all  the  while  the  fweets  of  paradife, 
in  contemplating  the  eternal  truths  of  faith.  As 
his  cabbin  did  not  unfitly  represent  to  him  the  lia¬ 
ble  of  Bethlehem,  fo  he  propofed  to  himfelf  fre¬ 
quently,  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  infant  Jefus, 
as  the  pattern  of  his  own. 

He  went  into  the  villages  and  neighbouring 
towns  about  Venice  (where  he  new  was)  and  made 
daily  exhortations  to  them  ;  and  his  penitent  af- 
pedf  gave  authority  to  all  his  words.  He  employ¬ 
ed  himfelf  two  or  three  months  in  that  manner  : 
for  though  there  was  no  appearance  that  any  vefTel 
fhould  fet  fail  for  the  Holy  Land,  yet  having  obli¬ 
ged  himfelf  to  wait  one  year,  in  expectation  of 
fuch  an  opportunity,  be  would  not  depart  from  the 
territories  of  the  republic,  till  it  was  wholly  expired. 
When  he  exercifed  his  firfl  office  of  pried  at  the 
altar,  tears  flowed  from  him  in  fuch  abundance, 
that  his  audience  could  not  refrain  from  mixing  their 
own  with  his. 

His  auftere,  laborious  life,  joined  with  much 
fcniible  devotion,  which  often  makes  deep  impref- 
fions  even  on  the  body,  fo  much  impaired  the 
flrength  of  his  conffitution,  that  he  fell  fick  not 

long 
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long  after  his  firft  miniflerial  cxerciles.  He  was 
carried  into  one  of  the  town  hofpitals,  (where  he  was 
secuRcmed  to  tend  the  fick)  which  was  fo  crowded, 
and  fo  poor,  that  Xavier  had  in  it  but  the  one  half 
of  a  wretched  bed,  and  that  too  in  a  chamber  which 
was  open  on  every  fide.  His  vi&uals  were  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  his  lodging ;  and  never  was  fick  man  more 
diftitu-te  of  human  iuccour  ;  but  in  requital,  hea¬ 
ven  was  not  wanting  to  him. 

He  recovered  from  this  ilinefs,  but  v/as  foon 
after  vifited  with  one  much  more  fevere,  at  Bo- 
logne.  A  quartan  ague  feized  him,  both  malignant 
and  obfiinate  :  it  caR  him  into  extreme  faintnefs, 
and  made  him  as  meagre  as  a  (keleton.  In  the 
mean  time,  lean  and  ianguifhing  as  he  was,  he 
ceafed  not  to  crawl  to  the  public  places,  and  ex¬ 
cite  pafiengers  to  repentance.  When  his  voice 
failed  him,  his  wan  and  mortified  face  fpake  for 
him,  and  his  prefence  alone  had  admirable  ef¬ 
fects. 

It  is  true,  he  fpoke  but  very  ill  ;  and  his  lan¬ 
guage  was  only  a  kind  of  a  confufed  medly  of  Ita¬ 
lian,  french  and  Spanifh  ;  but  he  pronounced  it 
with  fo  much  vehemence,  and  the  matter  of  his  fer- 

mons 
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mons  was  fo  folid,  that  his  ill  accent  and  impro¬ 
per  phrafes  were  patted  by.  His  audience  attend¬ 
ed  to  him  as  a  man  of  God,  and  many  after  preach¬ 
ing  threw  themfelves  at  his  feet. 

Having  laboured  all  day  to  the  utmott  of  his 
ftrength,  he  patted  the  greater  part  of  the  night  in 
prayer.  He  /poke  but  feldom,  but  all  his  words 
were  full  of  found  reafon,  and  heavenly  grace. 

After  he  had  recovered  from  his  illnefs,  and 
-been  employed  in  this  manner  for  fome  time  at 
Bologne,  he  was  called  to  Rome,  where  he  cea fed 
not  to  exercife  himfelf  in  offices  of  charity  ;  by 
procuring  affiflance  for  the  necefiitous  poor,  and  by 
attending  the  fick.  He  likewife  preached  in  the 
churches  at  Rome,  and  often  flood  in  the  flreets 
and  exhorted  the  people. 

Being  now  freed  from  his  quartan  ague,  and 
his  flrength  being  again  reflored,  he  preached  with 
more  vigour  and  vehemence  than  ever.  Death, 
the  lad  judgment,  and  the  pains  of  hell,  were  the 
common  fubje£ls  of  his  fermions.  He  propofed 
.thofe  terrible  truths  after  a  plain  manner;  but  with¬ 
al  fo  movingly,  that  the  pecple  who  came  in 
crowds  to  hear  hint  preach,  departed  out  of  the 
church  in  a  profound  fiience  ;  and  thought  lefs  of 


giving 
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giving  praifes  to  the  preacher,  .than  of  having  their 
own  fouls  converted  to  God. 


CHAP.  IV. 

He  is  appointed  to  go  to  the  Indies . 


BOUT  this  time,  John  the  third  of  Portugal, 


deemed  a  religious  prince,  and  defirous  of 
fending  miflionaries  to  the  EafUIndies,  great  part 
of  which  had  been  in  his  poflefTion,  fent  to  Rome 
to  procure  fuch.  And  fo  it  was  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  divine  difpofals,  Xavier  was  made  choice  of 
to  go  thither,  in  that  character.  “  Rejoice,  faid 
Ignatius  to  him,  on  the  cccafion,  for  your  finding 
an  opportunity  to  fatisfy  that  fervent  defire  which 
you  have  of  carrying  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift 
into  remote  countries.  You  have  not  here  a  nar¬ 
row  Palefiine,  or  a  province  of  Afia  in  profpe<SI, 
but  a  vafi:  extent  of  ground  ;  and  innumerable 
kingdoms.  An  entire  world  is  referved  for  your 
endeavours,  and  nothing  but  fo  large  a  field,  is 
worthy  of  your  courage  and  your  zeal.  Go,  my 
brother  where  the  voice  of  God  calls  you,  and  kin¬ 
dle  thofe  unknown  nations  with  the  flame  that  burns 
within  you.” 


Xavier, 
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Xavier,  wholly  confounded  in  himfelf  at  this  ap- 
pointment,  and  with  thefe  words  fpoke  to  him  ;  with 

vl' 

tears  of  tender  affedlion  in  his  eyes,  and  blufhin<* 
in  his  countenance,  anfwered,  That  he  could  not 
but  be  aPonifhed,  that  a  man  fhould  be  pitched  up¬ 
on,  for  a  work  which  required  no  lefs  than  an  apof- 
tle,  fo  weak  and  puPilanimous  as  he  felt  himfelf 
to  be;  that  neverihelefs  he  was  ready  to  obey  the 

"•  y 

difpofals  of  heaven  ;  and  that  he  offered  himfelf, 
with  the  whole  power  of  his  foul,  to  do  and  fuffer 
all  things  for  the  falvation  of  the  Indians.  And 
moreover,  that  he  hoped  from  thofe  idolatrous  na¬ 
tions,  to  have  the  honour  of  dying  for  Jefus  ChrIP, 
which  had  been  denied  him  in  the  Holy  Land. 

He  added,  that  now  he  faw  that  dearly,  of 
which  Gcd  had  given  him  a  glimpfe,  feme  time  be¬ 
fore  in  a  kind  of  trance  or  dream  :  he  beheld  vaP 
oceans  full  of  tempePs  and  of  rocks,  defert  iflands, 
barbarous  countries,  hunger  and  thirP,  raging  every 
where  ;  nakednefs,  multiplicity  of  labours,  with 
bloody  perfecution,  and  imminent  dangers  of  death 
and  deftrudlion.  In  the  midP  of  this  gbaPly  re¬ 
presentation,  he  cried  out  aloud,  “  Yet  more,  O 
my  God,  yet  more  V'  A  perfon  who  lay  in  the 
fame  chamber  with  him,  heard  thefe  words  diftindt- 
I  ly  ;  but  with  all  his  importunity  to  have  their  mcan- 

f  i  n  g 
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nig  explained,  Xavier  would  difeover  nothing  at 
that  time  ;  till  embarking  for  the  Indies,  he  reveal¬ 
ed  it  to  him. 

Xavier  was  advertifed  of  this  voyage  to  the  In¬ 
dies,  but  the  day  before  the  ambafiador  of  John  III. 
king  of  Portugal  departed  from  Rome.  He  had  but 
time  enough  to  patch  up  his  caflock,  and  bid  his 
friends  farewell.  One  of  them,  a  ccnfiderable  per- 
fon,  at  taking  his  leave,  faid  to  him,  for  his  encour^ 
agement,  to  this  efl e&,  That  the  Eternal  Wifdcm  is 
never- failing  to  fupply  us  with  drenglh  to  prcfecute 
the  labours  to  which  it  has  ordained  us,  even  though 
they  Hiouid  furpafs  all  human  abilities.  He  mud 
indeed  prepare  himfelf  for  many  fufTerings  ;  but  the 
affa  irs  of  God  fucceeded  not  but  by  the  ways  of  fuf- 
ferings  and  the  crols  :  and  that  true  evangelical  la¬ 
bourers  mud  evidence  tbemfelves  fuch,  by  treading 
in  the  deps  of  the  apoftles,  whofe  lives  were  but  one 
continued  crofs,  and  a  daily  death.  Finally,  that 
it  feemed  God  had  appointed  him  for  rev  ving  (lie 
faith  of  Chrid  in  thofe  countries,  where  it  had  been 
planted  by  St.  Thomas,  the  apadie  of  the  Indies. 
And  that  if  it  were  necedary  for  him  to  died  his 
blood  for  the  glory  of  Chrid  Jefus,  he  diould  ac¬ 
count  it  his  greated  happinefs.  Thefe  words  in- 
ipired  him  with  new  vigour,  and  in  his  anfwer  there 

^  2  {hone 
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fhone,  through  a  profound  humility,  an  aflonifning 
magnanimity  of  foul  ;  fuch  as  prefaged  the  events 
which  afterwards  followed  in  the  Indies. 

He  departed  from  Rome  in  the  company  of  Maf- 
caregnas,  the  Portugal  ambaflador,  on  the  irah  of 

March  1,540,  without  any  other  equipage  behdes  a 
hngle  book. 

i  he  journey  to  Lifbon  was  all  the  way  by  land  ; 
and  was  above  three  months.  He  had  a  horfe  al¬ 
lowed  him,  by  order  from  the  ambaflador  ,*  but 
they  were  no  iooner  on  the  way,  than  he  made 
him  common.  At  the  inns  he  was  every  man’s  fer- 
vant,  even  to  the  lowed  offices,  by  an  excefs  of  hu¬ 
mility,  which  on  thefe  cccafions  caufed  him  to  for¬ 
get  the  dignity  of  his  character.  He  refgnecl  his 
chamber  and  his  bed  to  thofe  who  wanted  them  ; 
and  never  lodged  but  on  the  ground.  In  the  red 
of  his  a£lions  he  was  ever  cheerful,  and  always 
pleafant  in  difcourfe,  which  made  all  defirous  of 
his  company  ;  lie  dill  mixed  fomewhat  edifying 
with  all  he  did  or  Paid ,  both  to  the  mailers  and  the 
fervants,  and  infpired  them  alike  with  thoughts  of 
piety. 

Being  gotten  out  of  France*  and  having  paffed 
the  Pyreneans,  on  the  f:cle  of  Navarre,  when  they 
were  now  approaching  Pampeluna,  Mafcaregnas 

bethought 


bethought  himfelf  that  Father  Francis  (To  Xavier 
was  now  commonly  called)  had  not  fpoken  one 
word  of  going  to  the  cable  ct  Xavier,  which  was 
but  a  little  dibanee  from  their  road.  He  remem¬ 
bered  him  cf  it,  and  was  even  fo  importunate  with 


him  as  to  fay,  that  fince  he  was  about  to  leave  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  perhaps  never  more  to  lee  it,  he  couid 
not  in  decencv  dilpenfe  with  giving  a  viht  to  his 
family,  and  taking  his  lab  leave  of  his  mothei, 
who  was  yet  living. 

But  he  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  turn  out  cl 
the  road  ;  being  of  opinion,  that  having  forfaken 
all  things  for  the  love  of  God,  he  had  nothing  re¬ 
maining  in  this  world;  and  that  flebi  and  blood 
were  enemies  to  the  apobelical  fpirit.  lie  only  laid 
to  the  ambadadcr,  “  That  he  deferred  the  fight  01 
his  relations,  till  he  fliould  viiit  them  in  heaven  ; 
that  this  tranfient  view  would  be  accompanied  hut 
with  melancholy  and  fadnefs,  the  common  produdl 
of  a  lab  farewell;  but  in  heaven  lie  would  eter¬ 
nally  behold  them  with  pleafure,  and  without  the 
leab  alloy  cf  for  row.” 

They  arrived  at  Lifbon  towards  the  end  of  June. 
Xavier  retired  immediately  to  the  hofpital  of  All  - 
faints.  Three  or  four  days  after,  be  was  called  to 
court:  the  king  and  queen  who  were  in  company 

together, 
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together,  leceived  him  with  all  the  marks  of  efteem 

and  refpeCl.  They  afked  him  divers  quefiions; 

and  he  made  anfwer  to  all  their  demands  in  few 

words,  but  fo  very  pertinently,  as  greatly  faiisfied 
them  both. 


CHAP,  Vi 

% 

Ins  Ma?iner  of  Lfe  at  Lift  on . 

j  ”OUGH  an  officer  of  the  palace  had  orders 
to  ptepare  a  hand iome  lodging,  vvt i >1  i  good 
accommodations  for  him,  he  refpedtfully  refufed  if, 
and  returning  to  the  hofpital,  there  continued. 
He  would  not  fo  much  as  receive  the  entertain¬ 
ment  of  diet  which  was  afligned  for  him  from  court; 
[  but  Jived  according  to  that  manner  of  life  which  he 
had  prefcj  ibed  himfelf. 

1  lie  licet  not  being  to  fail  till  the  next  fpring, 
and  not  knowing  what  it  was  to  live  in  idleness, 
Xavier  was  not  fatisfied  only  to  inflrudt  a  nun; be r 
of  young  gentlemen,  which  the  king  himfelf  had 
committed  to  his  charge  ;  but  behdes,  he  affifled 
the  Tick  in  the  hofpitals  day  and  night,  \  i ted  the 
prifoners  every  day,  and  catechifed  children  many 
times  in  the  week.  He  kkewife  often  difeourfed  with 

the 
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the  principal  performs  of  the  court,  and  engaged 
them  in  the  fervice  of  God.  Befides  which,  he 
preached  frequently  in  the  churches. 

In  the  mean  time,  Martin  d’  Azpiicueta,  fur- 
named  the  Doctor  of  Navarre ,  who  was  uncle  to 
Xavier  on  the  mother’s  fide,  and  who  was  chief  pro- 
feffor  of  divinity  in  the  univerfity  of  Coimbra,  hav¬ 
ing  heard  ine  news  of  his  nephew’s  arrival,  wrote 
earneflly  to  the  king,  that  it  would  pleafe  him  to  fend 
Father  Francis  to  him,  urging  his  requeft  by  the 
rnofl  interefting  motives.  But  thefe  letters  prevailed 
nothing.  He  who  had  refufed  fo  much  as  to  turn 
out  of  his  way  to  fee  his  mother,  was  bent  again  ft 
the  taking  a  journey,  and  forfaking  his  important 
bufmefs  to  vifit  one  of  his  relations. 

The  king  retained  Xavier  at  Lifbon,  at  his  own 
reouefl  ;  and  he  wrote  a  letter  of  excufe  to  the  Doc- 

L 

tor  of  Navarre,  who  had  written  two  to  hirn  full  of 
tendernefs  and  friendfhip.  As  the  dodlor  was  un- 
fatisfied  with  that  kind  of  life,  which  his  nephew 
had  embraced,  Xavier  refolved  him  on  that  point, 
by  letting  him  know,  among  other  things,  ts  That 
it  is  of  little  confequence  lobe  judged  of  man,  efpe- 
cially  of  fuch  who  will  needs  be  judging,  before 
they  underhand  the  matter,  and  know  the  merits  of 

j  7 

the  caufe.”  Fie  faid  moreover,  concerning  his  go- 


ing 
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ing  to  the  Indies,  “  that  his  uncle  fhould  comfort 
himfelf  for  his  abfence,  by  the  hope  of  feeing  each 
other  in  the  heavenly  kingdom.” 

During  the  time  of  Xavier’s  Hay  at  Lifhon,  eve¬ 
ry  thing  he  undertook  in  his  profefbon,  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  he  had  tome  apprehenhons  concerning 
this  tide  of  happinefs.  lie  bemoaned  it  fometimes 
to  lnmielf,  and  faid,  that  profpenty  was  always 
formidable,  even  in  the  mod  pious  undertakings  ; 
that  perfecution  was  more  defirable,  and  a  much  fur- 
er  mark  of  ChritVs  difciples.” 

The  time  of  embarkrnent  being  come,  he  was  cal- 
led  one  day  to  the  palace  :  the  king  difcourfed  fully 
with  him,  concerning  the  prefent  condition  of  the 
Indies  ;  and  having  delivered  him  all  the  indruc- 
tiions  and  credentials  which  he  judged  neceffary  for 
his  mitlion,  he  received  them  from  the  hands  of  the 
king  with  profound  refpe£l,  faying,  that  “  as  much 
as  his  weaknefs  was  capable  of  performing,  he 
fhould  endeavour  to  fudain  the  burden,  which  God 
and  man  had  laid  upon  him.” 

Some  few  days  before  he  wrent  to  fea,  a  noble¬ 
man,  who  fupervifed  the  provifions  of  the  naval 
army,  advertifed  Xavier  to  make  a  note  of  what 
things  were  neeeflary  for  him,  in  order  to  his  voyage; 

alluring  him  from  his  majedy,  that  he  fhould 

be 
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be  furnifhed  to  his  own  defire.  “  They  want  no¬ 
thing  replied  he  with  a  fmile,  who  have  occafion 
for  nothing,  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  king  for 
his  liberality,  and  to  you,  fir,  for  your  care  of  me ; 
but  I  owe  more  to  divine  providence,  and  you 
would  n^ot  with  me  to  diftruft  it. 

The  count,  who  had  an  exprets  order  from  the 
king  to  make  a  large  provifion  for  Xavier,  was  very 
urgent  with  him,  and  importuned  him  ftrongly  to 
take  fomething,  “  For  fear,  faid  he,  of  tempting 
providence  which  does  not  every  day  work  mira- 
cles.  Not  to  appear  oblliriate,  or  prefumptuous, 
he  defired  fome  little  books  of  devotion,  for  which 
he  forefaw  he  fhould  have  occafion  in  the  Indies  ; 
2nd  a  thick  cloth  habit  to  defend  him  againfi:  the 


exceflive  colds,  which  are  to  be  endured  in  doubling 
the  cape.  When  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  take  any  further  accommodations,  the  count  in- 


Med,  (faying  to  Xavier,  “  you  (hall  not  be  mailer 
in  every  thing”)  on  his  having  a  fervant  to  attend 


without  one.” 


So  long  as  I  have  the  ufe  of  thefe  two  hands. 


replied  Xavier,  I  will  have 
decency,  added  the  count,  n 
have  one,  if  it  were  but  to  1 


e  no  other  fervant.”  But 
requires  that  you  fhould 
maintain  the  dignity  of 


your 
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your  charadler.  Flow  fhameful  would  it  be  to  have 
an  apoholical  miffiionary  walhing  his  own  linen  on 
the  deck,  and  dreiling  his  own  victuals?  “  I  will 
take  upon  me  for  once,  fa  id  Xavier,  to  ferve  mylelf 
and  others  too,  without  dilhonouring  my  character. 
So  long  as  1  do  no  ill,  I  am  in  no  fear  of  fcanda- 
iiziog  my  neighbour  ;  nor  of  debating  that  authori* 
xy  with  which  I  am  entrufced.  They  are  thefe  hu¬ 
man  confiderations,  and  falfe  notions  of  decencies 
and  punctilios,  which  have  reduced  the  church  of 
Chrift  to  that  condition  in  which  we  now  fee  il.’, 

This  pofitive  anfwer  prevented  ail  further  urg- 
ings  of  Caftagnera,  who  faid  on  this  occafion,  he 
found  it  much  more  difficult  to  combat  the  denials 
of  Xavier,  than  to  fatisfy  the  cravings  and  defires  of 

other  men. 


C  H  A  P.  VI. 

He  embarks  for  the  Indies, 

HP  HE  day  of  his  departure  being  come  at  length, 
and  all  things  in  readinefs  to  fet  fail,  he  went 
to  the  port  with  two  companions,  whom  he  car¬ 
ried  with  him  to  the  Indies.  Symon  Rodriguez, 
a  beloved  friend  and  companion  of  his,  bore  him 

company 
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company  to  the  fleet.  Embracing  each  other  with 
much  tendernefs.  li  My  brother,  iaid  Xavier, 
thefe  are  the  hit  words  that  I  (hall  ever  fay  to  you; 
we  ihali  fee  each  other  no  more  in  the  prcfent  world. 
Let  us  endure  our  reparation  with  patience  :  for 
nioft  certain  it  is,  that  being  well  united  with  our 
Lord,  we  fhall  be  united  in  ourfelves  ;  and  that  no¬ 
thing  ihali  be  able  to  divide  us  from  the  fociety 
which  we  have  in  Chrift  Jeius.” 

“  As  to  what  happened  when  we  were  chamber- 
fellows,  in  the  hofpital  at  Rome,  and  concerning 
which  you  defired  to  be  informed,  wherefore  I  cried 
out  one  night,  Yet  more ,  0  Lord,  yet  more  ;  I  muff, 
now  tell  you,  that  I  then  beheld,  hut  whether  keep¬ 
ing  or  waking  God  only  knows,  all  that  I  was  to 
fuller  for  the  glory  of  Jeius  Chrift  !  Our  Lord  infufed 
into  me  fo  great  delight  for  fufterings,  that  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  fatisfy  myfelf  with  thofe  troubles,  which 
he  had  prefented  to  mv  imagination,  I  begged  of 
him  yet  more !  And  that  was  the  fenfe  of  what  I 
pronounced  with  fo  much  vehemence,  yet  more , 
yet  more!  I  hope  the  Divine  GooJnefs  will  grant 
me  that  in  India,  which  he  has  fore  (hewn  me  in  Ita¬ 
ly  ;  and  that  the  defires  which  lie  infpired  into  me, 
fhall  be  fliortly  fatisfied.'** 

After 
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After  thefe  words  they  embraced  each  other  a- 
new  and  parted,  both  of  them  in  tears.  The  hgnal 
or  dt  pa*  i nre  was  then  given,  and  they  fet  fail  :  it 
was  on  the  7th  of  April,  1541;  and  in  the  36th 
year  of  Xavier’s  age. 

CHAP.  VK. 

His  Employment  in  the  Ship,  and  till  he  arrived  at 

the  Indies • 

Jp-jT  ^  haund  himfelf  fufficient  employment  during 
the  time  of  the  navigation.  He  fird  fet 
himfelf  oy  ail  poflibic  means  to  baniih  gaming  out 
o*  tne  company,  the  only  recreation,  or  rather  em¬ 
ployment  of  feamen.  And  to  this  end,  among  other 
meafures  which  he  purfued  to  remove  it,  he  even  at 
length  became  a  looker-on,  that  he  might  fomewhat 
awe  them  by  his  prefence  :  and  when  they  were 
breaking  out  into  any  extravagancies,  he  reclaim¬ 
ed  them  by  gentle  and  foft  reproofs.  There  were 
above  a  thoufand  perfens  in  the  Pnip  :  he  made  him¬ 
felf  all  to  all,  thereby  to  gain  fome  to  Jefus  Chrid, 
entertaining  every  man  with  fuch  difeourfes  as  were 
fui  table  to  his  calling.  His  natural  courtefy  and 
obliging  difpodtion,  gained  him  a  general  edeem. 

The 
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The  mofi  brutal  perfons  fought  his  converfation,  and 
were  even  pleafed  to  hear  him  fpeak  of  God. 

Fie  inftrudled  the  feamcn  daily  in  the  principles 
of  religion,  and  often  preached  to  them  at  the  foot  cf 
the  main-maft  ;  and  with  fuch  effect,  that  after  fomc 
time,  nothing  was  heard  among  them  which  was  of- 
fenfive  to  the  honour  of  Gcd,  or  touched  upon 
obfcenenefs,  or  ill-manners.  They  fo  refpecled 
him,  that  often  one  word  from  him  appealed  their 
quarrels,  and  put  an  end  to  their  differences. 

The  viceroy  invited  him  from  the  very  firfl  dav, 
to  eat  at  his  table  ;  but  Xavier  humbly  excufed  it 
with  great  acknowledgments;  and  during  the  whole 
voyage,  Fved  upon  fuch  food  as  the  common  fea- 
men  made  ufe  of. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  flench  of  the  waters,  apd 
the  petrefadlion  ot  their  flefh  provifions  under  the 
line,  produced  many  dangerous  diflempers  among 
them  ;  chiefly  a  peftiiential  fever,  and  a  kind  of 
canker,  which  ulcerated  all  the  gums.  The  flek 
being  crowded  together,  fpread  the  infection  all  a- 
round.  He  wiped  them  in  their  fweats,  cleanfed 
their  ulcers,  arid  wafhed  their  linen,  and  rendered 
them  all  the  moll  abjed  fervices.  But  his  chief  care 
refpedted  their  con fciences,  and  difpoflng  them  to  a 
cluidian  death.  A  large  cabbin,  which  had  been 

aiTtgned 
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aligned  him,  (although  he  laboured  under  ianguifli- 
ments  of  body  himfelf)  he  refgned  to  fucn  as  were 
mere  defperately  ill  ;  laying  himfelf  upon  the  bare 
deck,  without  any  other  pillow  than  the  tackling. 

After  five  months  of  perpetual  navigation,  the 
fhip  arrived  Mozambique  in  Africa,  towards  the  end 
of  Auguft.  In  this  place  they  wintered.  The  fick 
being  lent  to  the  hofpitals,  Xavier  and  his  two  com¬ 
panions  followed  to  tend  them  there.  The  under¬ 
taking  was  beyond  his  ftrength  ;  but  the  foul  often 
fuftains  the  body  ;  and  charity  can  do  all  things. 
The  fick  thought  that  the  very  fight  of  him  availed 
them  more  than  a  thoufand  medicines. 

Having  pa  Ted  the  day  in  labour,  he  watch¬ 
ed  all  night  with  dying  men,  or  laid  himlelf 
down  by  thofe  who  were  in  moft  danger,  to  Teal 
a  Oiort  unquiet  Humber.  The  greatnefs  of  his  fa¬ 
tigues,  at  length  overwhelmed  nature  ;  and  he  fell 
fick  himfelf  of  a  fever,  fo  violent,  and  fo  malignant 
that  he  was  three  days  in  a  delirium.  Many  were 
defrous  to  withdraw  him  from  the  hofpital,  and 
offered  him  their  own  lodgings.  He  confantly  re¬ 
fund,  and  laid,  “  He  would  live  and  die  amongft 

the  poor.” 

When  the  violence  of  his  diforder  was  at  all 

abated,  he  forgot  himfelf  to  think  on  others.  The 

phyfeian 
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phyfician  having  one  day  met  him  going  hit  her  and 
thither  among  the  fick,  as  his  tendernefs  and  cha¬ 
rity  called  him,  in  the  middle  of  his  fit  ;  after  ha¬ 
ving  felt  his  pulfe,  plainly  told  him,  that  in  all  the 
hofpital,  there  was  not  one  man  in  more  danger 
than  himfelf,  and  prayed  him  that  he  would  take 
fome  fmall  repofe,  and  but  give  himfelf  a  breath¬ 
ing  time,  till  his  fever  was  in  the  declenfion. 

“  I  will  pundlually  obey  you,  replied  Xavier, 
when  I  have  performed  one  part  of  my  duty,  which 
calls  upon  me:  it  concerns  the  falvation  of  a  foul, 
and  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft  on  fuch  an  occaficn*” 
Immediately  he  ordered  to  be  carried  to  his  own  bed, 
a  poor  (hip-boy,  who  lay  Rretched  out  upon  a  lit¬ 
tle  draw,  with  a  burning  fever  upon  him,  without 
fpeech  or  knowledge.  i  he  youth  had  not  been 
long  placed  upon  the  bed  before  he  came  to  himfelf* 
Xarier  made  ufe  of  the  opportunity,  and  laying  him¬ 
felf  by  the  fick  perfon,  who  had  led  a  mod  di (To¬ 
lu  te  life,  exhorted  him  fo  drongly  all  that  night,  to 
abominate  his  fins,  and  to  rely  on  the  mercy  of 
Almighty  God,  that  he  faw  him  die  in  great  con* 
trition,  mixed  with  reviving  hope. 

After  this  he  kept  the  promife  he  had  made  to 
the  phyfician,  and  took  care  of  his  own  preferva- 
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tion.  His  fever  abated  by  degrees,  and  at  length 
left  him  of  itfeif.  But  bis  flrength  was  not  well 
recovered  when  the  navy  put  to  fea  again  ,*  which 
was  on  the  fifteenth  of  March  1542  ;  after  a  fix 
month’s  refidence  in  the  kingdom  of  Mozambique- 
They  arrived  at  Goa,  the  capital  city  of  the  Indies* 
in  May  the  fame  year, 
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PART  11 


CHAP.  I. 

His  ft  rji  Employment ,  and  JVay  of  Living  in  the 


Indies 


FTER  Xavier  was  landed,  he  went  immedi 


J.  iL  ately  to  the  hofpital,  and  there  took  his  lodg¬ 
ing,  notwithRanding  the  inRances  ol  the  viceroy, 
who  was  defirous  of  having  him  in  his  palace. 

He  began  his  miRionary  tun6Vion  by  applying 
himfelf  to  the  bifhop  of  Goa,  whofe  name  wras 
Juan  d’  Albuquerque.  After  delivering  to  him 
his  credintials,  he  caR  himfelf  at  his  feet,  and  de- 
Rred  his  blefling.  The  prelate  edified  with  the 
modeRy  of  Xavier,  and  Rruck  with  the  venerable 
air  of  fan&ity  which  appeared  in  his  countenance, 
took  him  up  immediately,  and  embraced  him  with 
great  tendernefs.  Fie  bid  him  reR  afifured,  that  “  it 
the  epifcopal  authority  wras  needful  to  maintain  his 
charadler  and  fucceed  his  labours,  it  fhould  never  dc 

wanting  to  him.” 

« 

The  RrR  conquerors  of  the  Indies  ave  faid  to 
have  eRablilhed  ChriRianity  there.  But  it  was  la¬ 
mentably  barbarous  at  this  time.  Mahometandm 
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and  idolatry,  had  over-run  the  whole  country  ; 
nor  were  there,  as  was  fuppofej,  more  than  four 
preachers  in  all  the  Indies*  The  greatefi  part  of 
the  natives  adored  the  devil,  under  an  obfcene  fi¬ 
gure,  and  with  ceremonies  which  decency  forbids 
to  mention,  fome  among  them  changed  their  deity 
every  day  ;  and  the  firfi  living  creature  which  hap¬ 
pens  (o  meet  them  in  the  morning,  was  the  objetl 
Oi  their  worfhip,  not  excepting  even  dogs  or  fwine. 
In  this  they  were  uniform,  that  they  all  offered 
broody  facrifices  to  their  gods.  And  nothing 
v.ras  more  comr:  on,  than  to  lee  bleeding  infants  on 
the  altars,  flaughtered  by  the  hands  of  their  own 
parent?. 

Thus  it  was  with  the  natives  ;  nor  was  there  a 
great  deal  of  difference  between  thefe  and  the  Por- 
tuguefe  themfelves,  who  lived  more  like  idolaters 
than  Chiiitians*  4  he  pleafures  of  Afia  and  the 
commerce  of  Infidels,  aided  not  a  Iitle  to  debauch 
them,  to  that  fhameful  degree  in  which  Xavier 
found  them. 

Such  manifold  abominations  inflamed  the  zeal 
of  this  mifiionary.  He  begun  with  the  reformation 
of  the  Portuguefe  ;  and  to  obtain  the  blefiing  of 
heaven  upon  his  labours,  he  confecrated  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  night  to  prayer,  allowing  himfelf  at 

rncfl 
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moft,  but  four  hours  fleep  :  and  even  tms  little 
repole,  was  commonly  dlflurbed.  I:  or  lodging  in 
,be  hofpital,  and  lying  always  near  the  Tick,  his 
Humber  was  broken  by  their  lead  complaint,  and 
he  failed  not  to  rife  to  their  relief.  Me  returned 

to  his  prayers  at  break  of  day,  and  afterwards  em¬ 
ployed  the  forenoon  in  the  hofpitals,  particularly 
that  of  the  lepers.  He  embraced  thofc  milerabte 
creatures  one  after  another,  and  diftributed  among 
them  all  that  he  could  procure  in  charity. 

In  the  afternoon  he  made  a  turn  about  the  town, 
with  a  bell  in  his  hand,  and  gave  a  loud  fummons 
to  the  fathers  of  familes,  that  for  the  love  of  God, 
they  would  fend  their  children  and  Haves  to  ca- 
techifm.  The  little  children  gathered  together  m 
crowds  about  him.  He  led  them  to  the  church, 
and  expounded  to  them  the  apoflle  s  cieed,  the 
commandments  of  God,  and  all  the  praebies  of  de¬ 
votion,  which  their  years  would  admit  of.  And  it 
was  through  the  means  of  children,  that  the  town 
of  Goa  began  to  change  its  face.  '1  hey  became 
model!  and  devout,  which  was  a  filent  cenlure  of 
that  debauchery  which  appeared  in  perlcns  ol  ri¬ 
per  years.  Sometimes  they  even  reproved  their 
parents,  and  their  reproofs  often  put  the  mod  dillo- 
lute  libertines  to  the  blufh. 

lie 
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IJC  then  proceeded  to  public  preaching:  the  ef- 

fea  of  which  very  Ihortly  appeared.  Many  even 

of  the  Indians  fruiting  their  breads,  bitterly  lament- 
ed  their  offences. 

00  &reat  was  (he  refort  of  convinced  perfonsto 
him>  a’ec!a"ng  their  crimes  and  imploring  hiscoun- 
fe’-,  that  writing  from  Goa  to  a  friend  in  Europe 
on  that  fubjeft,  he  faid,  “  that  if  it  had  been  pof- 
hD!e  for  him  to  have  been  at  once  in  ten  places,  he 
dtouid  not  have  wanted  for  employment.”  Such 
an  universal  change  of  manners  appeared  at  length 
in  the  whole  city,  that  they  feemed  another  fort 
of  people.  j 


CHAP.  II* 

From  Gca  he  goes  to  the  Coajl  cj  Fijhcry. 

I 

LIE  was  made  to  underfUnd,  that  on  the  orien¬ 
tal  coafl,  which  lies  extended  from  cape  Co¬ 
morin  to  the  ifle  of  Manor,  and  is  called  the  coaft 
ci  F ifliery,  there  were  certain  people  called  Paravas, 
|  that  is  to  fay,  fifhers  :  that  lome  of  this  people  had 

|  I  caufed  themfelves  to  be  baptized,  from  interefled 

motives  refpe£\ing  the  Portuguefe  ;  but  had  nothing 
more  of  Chriftianity  than  their  bare  baptifm  ,*  and 

that 
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that  it  would  be  a  work  well -pleating  in  the  tight 
of  Gcd,  to  labour  to  accomplifh  their  converfion. 
It  was  not  concealed  from  him  however,  that  the 
land  was  barren,  and  fo  detiitufe  of  the  convenien¬ 
ces  of  life,  that  no  ft  ranger  was  willing  to  fettle 
there  :  that  intereft  alone  drew  the  merchants  thi¬ 
ther  ;  and  that  the  heats  were  infupportable. 

The  propofal  was  according  to  Xavier’s  heart's 
defire.  He  offered  himfelf  without  the  leaf!  heCta- 
tion,  to  go  and  inftru&  that  people  ;  and  embarked 
about  the  middle  of  Oaober  15 42.  He  took  with 
Inm  iao  young  men  acouamted  with  the  language 
of  the  Maiabars,  which  is  fpoken  on  the  coaft  of 
Fifliery.  He  went  without  receiving  the  offers  that 
were  made  him  of  money,  and  other  provifions  ; 
accounting  that  he  had  no  greater  treafure  than  li is 
poverty,  nor  any  fund  more  certain  than  that  of  pro¬ 


vidence.  He  accepted  only  a  pair  of  ihoes,  to  de¬ 
fend  him  in  fome  meafure  from  the  burning  fands 
<upon  the  coatis. 

Being  arrived  there,  he  immediately  fell  in  with 
a  village  of  idolaters.  He  could  not  bear  to  go  any 
farther,  without  preaching  the  name  of  Jefus  to 
thHe  Gentiles.  He  went  about  from  place  to  place 
with  his  bell  in  his  hand,  after  the  fame  manner  as 
at  Goa,  and  gathering  together  all  he  met,  both  men 


and 


and  children,  inftrudted  them  in  the  Chriftian  doc¬ 
trine. 

By  an  aftonifhing  indufry  and  unwearied  appli¬ 
cation,  he  fo  got  acquainted  with  their  language, 
that  he  icon  mandated  into  the  Paravas  tongue,  the 
Lord’s  prayer,  the  apoftle’s  creed,  the  ten  command¬ 
ments,  and  the  whole  catechifm.  He  appointed 
meetings  for  both  old  and  young.  u  We  inter¬ 
mingle,  (fays  he,  in  a  letter  on  the  occafion)  fhort 
prayers  with  our  inftrudlions.”  So  when  he  ex¬ 
plained  to  them  one  article  of  the  creed,  he  began 
thus,  and  they  repeated  after  hint,  Jefus,  thou  Son 
cf  the  living  God ,  give  me  the  grace  to  believe  firmly 
this  firft  article  of  thy  faith  ;  and  with  that  inten¬ 
tion ,  we  offer  thee  that  prayer ,  oj  winch  tnou  thy - 
fclj  art  author A 

“  Almoft  in  the  fame  manner,  (adds  he)  we 
run  over  the  ten  commandments*  When  we  have 
jointly  repeated  the  firft  precept,  which  is  to  love 
God,  we  pray  thus  :  0  Jcfu  Chrift ,  thou  Son  oj  the 
living  God,  grant  vs  thy  grace  to  love  thee  above  ail 
things  !  And  immediately  alter  we  fay  the  Lord  s 
prayer.”  He,  in  the  laft  place,  befoie  their  meet 
ing  broke  up,  made  an  exhortation,  which  he  com- 
pofed  in  their  own  language,  being  an  epitome  of 

the  Chriftian  faith,  and  of  the  nece.ffary  duties  incum¬ 
bent 
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bent  on  Chriflians,  in  order  to  their  falvation.  Be¬ 
fore  he  left  any  place  to  go  to  another,  he  called 
together  the  moft  intelligent  among  them,  and  gave 
them  in  writing  what  he  had  taught  j  appointing  them 
to  affemble  the  people,  and  to  repeat  what  they  had 
learnt  before.  d  hefe  he  named  Cateckijls ,  to 

whom,  for  the  prefent,  he  committed  the  care  of 
every  thing. 

His  labours  became  fo  fuccefsful  among  this 
people;  they  were  fo  affe&ed  with  the  things  of 
God,  and  were  to  defirous  of  knowing  the  myfie- 
ries  of  faith,  that  they  fcarcely  gave  him  time  to 
take  a  little  nourilhment,  or  a  fhort  repofe.  They 
fought  after  him  continually,  and  lie  was  fometimes 
forced  to  hide  himlelf  from  them,  to  gain  the  lei¬ 
sure  of  private  intercourfe  with  God.  They  clearly 
faw  and  acknowledged  the  difference  betwixt  the 
God  of  the  Chriftians  and  the  Pagods ,  which  is 
the  name  given  in  the  Indies,  both  to  the  temples 
and  the  images  of  their  falfe  gods.  The  very  Brack- 
mans  (fuch  is  the  name  of  their  idol  nriefls) 
wei e  confhained  to  honour  Xavier,  notwithfland- 
ing  they  wrought  him  much  trouble,  expofed  him 

to  many  dangers,  and  even  fought  to  take  away 
his  life. 
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The  li  fe  which  Xavier  led  wherever  he  came, 
'ontributed  as  much  as  any  thing  to  the  fuccefs  of 
his  labours.  His  food  was  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
pooreft  people,  rice  and  water.  His  fleep  was  now 
but  three  hours  at  the  mo  ft,  and  that  in  a  fiflier’s 
cabin  on  the  ground  ;  for  he  had  foon  made  away 
with  the  mattrafs  and  covet  let,  which  the  viceroy 
had  fcnt  him  from  Goa.  The  remainder  of  the 
night  he  palled  with  God,  or  with  his  neighbour. 

His  labours  were  without  intermiflion  ;  and  he 
muff  needs  have  funk  under  them,  if  God  had  not 
in  a  particular  manner  fupported  him.  Befides  his 
conflant  preaching,  and  other  minifterial  fundh’ons, 
which  employed  him  day  and  night,  no  quarrel 
was  flirring,  no  difference  on  foot  among  them, 
of  which  he  was  not  chofcn  umpire. 

But  in  the  midft  of  all  his  employments,  he  en¬ 
joyed  thofe  fpiritual  refrefhments,  and  iweets  of 
heaven,  which  God  only  beflows  on  tools  who  re~ 

gard  nothing  but  the  crofs. 

Having  related  in  a  letter  to  Europe,  though  in 

general  terms,  and  in  the  third  perfon,  what  he 
had  performed  on  the  coafts  of  Fiihery,  “  I  have 
no  more  to  add,  fays  he,  but  only  that  they  who 
come  hither  to  labour  in  the  falvaiion  of  idolaters, 

receive  fo  much  confolation  from  above,  that 

there 
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there  be  a  perfeft  joy  on  earth,  it  is  that  which 
they  feel.”  He  goes  on,  “  I  have  fometimes  heard 
a  man  faying  thus  to  God,  0  my  Cod ,  give  me  not. 
Jo  much  comfort  in  this  life  ;  or  if  by  an  excejs  of 
mercy ,  thou  zoilt  heap  it  upon  me ,  take  me  to  thyfdf , 
and  make  me  partaker  of  thy  glory ;  for  it  is  too 
great  a  punijhment  to  live  without  the  fight  of 
thee  /” 

The  methods  ne  made  ufe  of  to  inftru£l  the 
Pagans,  and  the  fuccefs  he  met  with  therein,  were 
indeed  furprifing.  lie  writes  himfelf,  “  that  in 
one  month  weie  eaptized  tome  thoufand  idolaters t 
and  that  frequently  in  one  day  were  baptized  a 
well-peopled  village.”  He  fays  alfo,  “  that  it  was 
to  him  a  mod:  pleafing  objeft  to  behold,  that  fo 
loon  as  thol'e  infidels  had  received  baptifm,  they 

ran,  vying  with  each  other,  to  demolifh  the  temples 
of  the  idols.” 

There  being  no  church  which  was  capable  of 
containing  thole  who  came  to  hear  him,  he  led 
them  into  a  fpacious  plain,  to  the  number  of  about 
five  or  fix  thoufand  perfons  ;  and  there,  ge  tting  up 
in  a  tree,  that  he  might  the  farther  extend  his 

voice,  he  preached  to  them  the  words  of  eternal 
truth. 

The 
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The  Braclimans  at  length  could  not  endure  to 
have  the  worffiip  of  the  Pagods  abandoned  in  the 
like  manner  they  were,  and  refolved  to  be  reven¬ 
ged  on  the  author  cf  fo  ftrange  an  alteration.  They 
ufed  many  ffratagems  to  difpatch  him  privately. 
The  murtherers  lay  in  ambufh  more  than  once,  and 
in  the  filence  of  the  night  endeavoured  to  (hoot  him 
with  their  arrows.  But  divine  providence  did  not 
fuffer  their  malice  to  take  place  :  of  all  their  arrows 
one  only  wounded  him,  and  that  but  (lightly. 
Enraged  and  defperate  for  having  miffed  their  aim, 
they  fought  him  every  where,  and  fet  fire  to  three 
or  four  houfes,  where  they  thought  he  might  pof- 
fjbly  be  lodged.  He  was  conff rained  one  day  to 
hide  in  the  covert  of  a  foreff ,  and  puffed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  night  in  a  tree  to  efcape  their  malice,  who 
fcarched  the  whole  foreff  to  find  him. 

His  prayers,  on  thefe  and  luch  like  occaffons 
among  his  new  converts,  were  to  this  efted,  0 
Lord,  remember  that  thou  art  the  God  of  mercies, 
and  the  proteBor  of  the  faithful  :  give  not  up 
to  the  fury  of  thefe  wolves,  that  flock,  of  which  thou 
hafl  appointed  me  paflor •  That  thefe  new  Chriflians, 
who  are  yet  fo  feeble  in  faith ,  may  not  repent  their 

embracing  it  ;  and  that  the  infidels  may  not  have  the 

advantage 
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advantage  of  opprcJJing  thofe  who  repofe  tlieir  confi¬ 
dence  in  thee ! 

He  befought  God  with  abundance  of  tears,  to 
take  pity  on  thofe  obftinate  idolaters.  0  Lord 
laid  he,  all  hearts  are  in  thy  hands !  Thou  canfii 
bend  as  it  pleafeth  thee>  the  mofil  obdurate:  behold , 
and  do  that  honour  even  now  to  the  blood  and  the 
name  of  thy  beloved  Son  ! 

It  gave  him  exceeding  great  joy  to  find  mul¬ 
titudes  of  the  heathen,  made  willing  to  be  inftru£V» 
ed  in  the  way  of  eternal  life  ;  but  he  was  aftlidl- 
ea,  that  lie  was  not  fufheient  alone,  to  inflrudl  lo 
many  vaR  countries,  lie  wrote  earneftly  to  forne 
penons  in  Europe  for  a  fupply  of  mithonaries. 
One  of  h is  letters  was  as  follows  I 

I  have  often  thoughts  to  run  over,  if  it  were 
poiliole,  all  the  uni  verities  of  Europe,  and  to  erv 
aioud  to  thoie  who  abound  more  in  learning  than 

in  charity.  Ah,  how  many  fouls  are  led  to  hea- 

♦ 

ven,  through  your  default  !  It  were  to  be  wilhed 
that  thofe  people  would  apply  themfelves  as  dili¬ 
gently  to  the  falvation  oi  fouls,  as  they  do  to  (lie  flu¬ 
ey  ©f  lciences  ;  to  the  end  they  might  render  toAl- 
niighty  God  a  good  account  of  their  labours,  and 
the  talents  which  he  has  bellowed  upon  them.  They 
would  then  renounce  their  paflions,  and  trample 

•P-  2  under 
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under  foot  all  worldly  vanities :  they  would  put 
themfelvesin  condition  of  following  the  motions  of 
the  divine  will.  They  would  fay  from  the  bottom  of 
their  hearts — Behold  me  in  readinefs,  O  my  Lord  ; 
fend  me  wherefoever  thou  ihalt  pleafe  !  even  to  the 

Indies,  if  thou  commanded  me. 

“  Good  God,  how  much  more  happily  would 
thofe  learned  men  then  live,  than  now  they  do  ! 
And  in  the  hour  of  death,  when  they  are  ready  to 
ftand  forth  before  the  dreadful  judgment-feat,  how 
much  greater  reafon  would  they  have  to  hope  well 
of  God’s  eternal  mercy,  being  able  to  fay,  0  Lord , 
thou  haft  given  me  five  talents ,  and  behold  I  have 

added  other  Jive . 

“  I  take  God  to  witnefs,  that  it  appears  to  me, 
that  millions  of  idolaters  might  be  converted  from 
their  idolatry,  if  there  were  more  preachers,  who 
would  fincerely  mind  the  interefts  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  not  their  own  concernments.”  He  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter  to  John  the  third,  king  of  Portugal,  about  the 
fame  time,  on  the  fame  fubjeft  ;  part  of  which  ts 
here  fubjoined* 

“  Your  majefty  ought  to  confider,  that  in  con- 

ferring  on  you  the  empire  of  this  new  world  (fo  the 

Indies  were  called,  when  they  were  firft  difcoverejl 

bv  the  Europeans)  his  intention  was  not  fo  much 

that 
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that  you  (hould  fill  your  coffers  with  the  riches  of  the 
Eafi,  as  that  you  ihould  have  an  opportunity  of  fig- 
nalizing  your  zeal,  by  making  known  to  idolaters 
(through  the  means  of  thofe  who  ferve  you)  the 
Creator  and  Redeemer  of  the  world.” 

And  (hould  this  be  omitted,  or  be  but  (lightly 
performed,  “  there  is  a  danger,  faid  he,  that  when 
God  (hall  fummon  your  majefiy  to  judgment,  that 
will  come  to  pafs,  which  you  lead  expeft,  and 

which  is  not  to  be  avoided. 

“  May  your  majefiy  be  pleafed  a  little  to  in- 

fpeft  your  incomes  from  the  Indies  ;  and  after  that 
look  over  the  expences  which  are  made  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  religion  ;  and  having  weighed  ail 
things  equally  on  either  fide,  you  may  make  a  judg¬ 
ment,  if  that  which  you  befiow,  bears  any  proportion 
to  what  you  receive.  And  then  perhaps  you  will 
find  a  juff  fubjea  to  apprehend,  that  of  thofe  im- 
menfe  treafures,  which  the  divine  goodnefs  has 
heaped  upon  you,  you  have  given  to  God  but  an  m- 
confiderable  pittance. 

“  The  fincere  and  ardent  charity  of  my  heart 
towards  your  majeffv,  has  conflrained  me  to  write 
to  you  in  this  manner  ;  efpecially  when  my  imagi¬ 
nation  reprefents  to  me  in  a  lively  fort,  the  com¬ 
plaints  which  the  poor  Indians  fend  up  to  heaven,  j 

that 


THE  LIFE  OF 


^6 

that  out  ot  fo  vafl  a  treafure,  with  which  your 
edate  is  enriched  by  them,  you  employ  fo  little  for 
their  fpintual  necefIity.,,  1  he  letter  ended  in  beg- 
g*ng  this  lavour  of  Almighty  God,  that  the  king,  in 
his  life-time,  might  have  thole  confiderations,  and 
tiiat  conduA,  which  he  could  wifli  to  have  had, when 
he  was  dying. 

Xavier  would  not  be  fixed  for  a  confiancv  to 

✓ 

any  fmgle  place  ;  but  formed  a  refolution  to  carry 
the  name  and  dodirine  of  Jefus  Chiill,  from  ifle  to 
ille,  and  from  kingdom  to  kingdom,  even  to  the  ut- 
rnod  limits  of  the  Ea(i.  But  before  he  refoived  on 
any  particular  plape,  he  always  conlulted  God  by 
mighty  prayer,  in  order  to  be  fully  fatisfied  of  his 
divine  plealure.  And  being  thus  fatisfied,  no  en- 
treaties  of  friends,  or  profpedl  ol  dangers,  or  want, 
or  any  other  thing,  could  move  him  in  the  lead  de¬ 
gree. 

At  one  time,  after  waiting  much  upon  God  con¬ 
cerning  a  voyage,  which  he  was  refolving  upon  to 
MacalTar,  and  being  fatisfied  in  the  point,  he  wrote 
to  Goa  as  follows : 

“  I  hope  that  God  will  confer  his  favours  up¬ 
on  me  in  this  voyage  ;  h nee  through  his  infinite 

mercy,  I  have  learnt  with  fo  much  fpiritual  joy, 

♦ 

that  it  is  his  holy  pleafure,  I  fhould  go  to  thofe 

kingdoms 
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kingdoms  ofMacafTar.  I  am  fo  much  refolved  on 
executing  what  our  Lord  has  revealed  to  me,  that 
if  I  fhould  be  wanting  on  my  part,  I  (hould  go, 
to  my  thinking,  in  direfl  oppofition  to  his  orders. 
I  repofe  withal,  fo  great  a  confidence  in  God,  for 
the  love  of  whom  I  undertake  this  voyage,  that 
if  there  fhould  only  pafs  this  way  fome  little  bark 
of  Malacca  (he  wrote  from  the  town  of  Miliapcr, 
faid  to  be  the  place  of  St.  Thomas  the  apoflle’s 
long  refidence  and  martyrdom)  I  fhould  go  abroad 
without  the  leaf!  deliberation..  All  rr.y  hope  is  in 
God :  and  I  conjure  you  by  his  love  to  remem¬ 
ber  always  in  your  prayers,  fo  great  a  finner  as 

I  am.” 

\ 


CHAP.  III. 


He  goes  to  the  ijles  Del  Moro , 


TOURING  the  abode  which  Xavier  made  in  a 
place  called  Ternate,  he  heard  fpeak.  of  cer¬ 
tain  ifles,  which  are  diflant  from  it  about  fixty 
leagues  eaftward*  and  which  take  their  name  from 
the  principal,  called  Del  Moro. 

The  deplorable  fituation  and  date  of  their  in¬ 
habitants,  excited  his  tendered  companion,  and 

made 


p 
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inaJe  him  refolve  to  vifit  them.  When  his  defiem 
was  known,  all  poflible  endeavours  were  ufed  to 
break  it.  bits  friends  were  not  wanting  to  inform 
him,  that  the  country  was  hideous,  as  it  was  bar¬ 
ren  ;  that  it  feemed  accurfed  by  nature,  and  a  more 
fitting  habitation  for  beads  than  men.  It  was  told 
him  moreover,  that  the  people  of  the  country  furpaf- 
ied  in  cruelty  and  faithleffnefs,  all  the  barbarians 
of  the  world;  that  they  porfoned  one  another: 
that  they  fed  themfelves  with  human  flefh  :  that 
their  inhumanity  extended  fo  far,  that  when 
they  designed  a  fumptucus  feaft,  they  begged  feme 
of  their  friends  to  fend  them  an  old  unprofitable 
father,  to  be  ferved  up  to  the  entertainment  of  their 
guefts,  with  promife  to  repay  them  in  kind,  on 
the  like  occafion.  They  urged  a  variety  of  other 
reafons  to  diffuade  him  from  attempting  the  conver- 
fion  of  thole  iflanders,  accompanied  with  many 
prayers  and  tears.  But  they  were  to  no  purpofe : 
Xavier  was  (lead fad  to  his  refolution. 

blis  friends  at  length,  perceiving  their  entrea¬ 
ties  availed  nothing,  had  recourfe  to  conHraint  : 
fo  far  as  to  obtain  from  the  governor  of  Ternate 
a  decree,  forbidding  on  fevere  penalties,  any  vefTeL 
to  carry  him  to  the  ifles  Del  More- 

Xavier 


' 
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Xavier  ferioufly  refented  this  ufage,  and  fer¬ 
vently  expodulated  the  matter  with  his  friends. 
“  Where  are  thofe  people,  faid  he,  that  dare  cor> 
fine  the  power  of  Almighty  Gcd  ?  And  have  fo 
mean  an  apprehenfion  of  our  Saviour’s  love  and 
grace  ?  Are  there  any  hearts  hard  enough  to  refill 
the  influences  of  the  Mod  High,  when  it  pleafeth 
him  to  foften  and  to  change  them  ?  Can  they 
Hand  in  opofition  to  that  gentle,  and  yet  command¬ 
ing  force,  which  can  make  dry  bones  live,  and 
raife  up  children  unto  Abraham  from  Hones  ?  What : 
fhall  he,  who  has  provided  for  fubjedling  the  whole 
world,  by  the  crofs!  fhall  he  exempt  from  that  fub- 
jedlion  this  petty  corner  of  the  univerfe!  Pnali  then 
the  ifles  Del  Moro  be  the  only  place  which  dial l 
receive  no  benefit  of  redemption  !  I  acknowledge 
them  to  be  very  barbarous  and  brutal,  and  yet  be  it 
granted  they  were  more  inhuman  than  they  arc,  it 
is  becaufe  I  can  do  nothing  of  myfelf,  that  I  have 
the  better  hopes  of  them. 

il  If  thofe  ifles,  he  added,  abounded  in  preci¬ 
ous  woods,  and  mines  of  gold,  the  Chridians  would  j 
have  the  courage  to  go  thither;  and  all  the  dangers 
of  the  world,  would  not  be  able  to  affright  them  ;  ] 
they  are  bafe  and  fearful  becaufe  there  are  only  fouls 
to  purchafe.  And  fhall  it  then  be  faid,  that  cha¬ 
rity 


fro 
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rity  is  lefs  daring  than  avarice  ?  You  tell  me  they 
will  take  away  my  life,  either  by  the  fword  or  poi- 
fon  ;  but  this  is  a  favour  too  great  for  fuch  a  firmer 
as  I  am  to  expedl  from  heaven.  Yet  I  dare  confi¬ 
dently  fay,  that  whatever  torments  or  death  they 
prepare  for  me,  I  am  ready  to  fuffer  a  thoufand 
times  more  for  the  falvation  of  one  only  foul.”  He 
concluded  his  difcourfe,  by  telling  them,  “  that 
there  was  nothing  really  to  fear  in  this  undertaking; 
that  God  had  called  him  to  the  ifles  Del  Moro  ;  and 
that  man  fhould  not  hinder  him  from  obeying  the 
voice  of  God.” 

H  is  difcourfe  made  fuch  imprefiion  on  their 
hearts,  that,  not  only  the  decree  againff  his  pafiage 
was  revoked,  but  many  offered  themfelves  to  ac¬ 
company  him  in  that  voyage,  through  all  the  dan¬ 
gers  which  feemed  to  threaten  him*  He  embark¬ 
ed  with  fome  of  his  friends,  palling  through  the 
tears  of  the  people,  who  attended  him  to  the  fhore, 
without  expedition  of  feeing  him  again.  Be¬ 
fore  he  fet  fail  he  wrote  to  fome  of  his  friends  as 
follows : 

“  I  have  refolved  to  hazard  all  fc-r  the  falvation 

s  v  f| 

of  fheir  fouls.  My  whole  confidence  is  in  Gcd  ; 
and  all  my  defire  is  to  obey,  as  far  as  in  n>e  lies, 
the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift :  He  who  is  willing  to f&ve  j 


his 
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his  life  Jha.il *  loft  it ;  and  he  who  will  lofe  it  Jor  my 
Jake  Jhall  find  it*  Believe  me,  dear  brethren,  though 
the  evangelical  maxim  in  general,  is  eafv  to  be  un- 
derfiood  ;  yet  when  the  time  of  praflifmg  it  calls 
upon  us,  and  our  bufinefs  is  to  die  in  God,  as 
clear  as  the  text  fccms,  it  becomes  obfcure  ;  and 
lie  only  can  compafs  the  undertaking  of  it  to  whom 
God  by  his  mercy  has  explained  it.  For  then  it  will 
be  been  how  frail  and  feeble  is  human  nature.” 


lie  endured  in  this  barren  and  inhofpitablc 
country,  all  the  iniferies  imaginable,  of  hunger, 
third,  and  nakednefs.  But  the  comforts  which  he 
received  from  heaven,  infinitely  fweetencd  all  his 
labours  l  which  may  be  judged  by  a  letter  he  wrote 


to  F.  I - s.  After  he  bad  given  him  a  faithful  de- 

fcription  of  the  place,  “  T  have,  lie  added,  given  vou 

V  <0 

account  of  if,  that  from  thence  you  may  con¬ 
clude,  wnat  abundance  of  cclefiuil  confolations  I 
hare  tailed  in  it.  I  he  dangers  to  which  I  am  cx- 
pofed,  and  the  trains;  I  take  for  the  intereft  of  God 
alone,  are  the  inexhauRible  fprings  offpiritua!  joy  ; 
info  much,  that  t  lie  fe  ifbnds,  bare  of  all  worldly  ne¬ 
ctaries,  are  the  only  places  in  the  world,  for  a  man 
!o  lofe  his  fight  with  the  excels  of  weeping  ;  but 
they  are  tears  of  joy  !  For  my  own  part,  I  remem¬ 
ber  „oI  ever  to  have  tailed  fuels  interior  delights  : 


F 


and 


V  « 
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I 


T  II  E  L  IFE  O 


■  '  /  V  -»  •  - 

7?  'rs-s- 


and  thcTe  confolatlons  of  the  foul  are  fo  pure,  fo 
exquifitc  ar]d  fo  perpetual,  that  they  take  from  me 
all  fenfe  of  my  corporeal  fuffer ings.;> 

one  of  ms  letters  to  Rome,  after  giving  them 
an  account  at  large  cf  his  voyages  to  Malacca,  to 
Amboyna,  to  the  Moluccas,  and  the  ides  Del  Moro ; 
wuh  the  fuccefs  which  God  had  given  to  his  la- 
Lours,  lie  mentions  particularly  a  danger  of  Ihip- 
'wiectv  v. h i c  1 1  he  had  been  in,  in  the  Streight  of 
Cey.an  ,*  and  has,  among  other  particulars,  the  fol¬ 


lowing  words  : 


<  ( 


In  condition,  having  repofed  all  my  hope 
m  tne  infinite  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour and 
being  cncompafled  with  his  prote&icn,  I  enjoyed 
a  greater  fatisfa<ftion  in  the  midd  of  this  raping 
temped:,  ti’.an  when  I  was  wholly  delivered  from 
the  danger.  In  very  truth,  being  as  1  am,  the 
word  ot  all  men,  1  am  afnamed  to  have  died  fo  ma¬ 
ny  tears  of  joy,  through  an  excefs  of  heavenly  plea- 
fure,  when  I  was  jud  upon  the  point  cf  perifning. 
In-fomuch  that  I  humbly  prayed  our  Lord,  that  he 
would  not  free  me  from  the  danger  of  my  Rip  wreck, 
unlefs  it  were  to  referve  me  for  greater  dangers,  to 
his  own  glory,  and  his  fei viced’ 

He  wrote  now  a  pa  in  to  the  king  of  Portugal  for 
a  farther  fupply  of  preachers,  and  with  reference 


to 


I 


cm 
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to  fonie  irregularities  and  negletls,  in  the  ad  mi  nil - 

tration  of  civil  juflice,  which  had  been  prejudicial 
to  the  gofpeL 

“  I  have  long  deliberated,  faid  he,  whether  I 
fliou’d  certify  your  rnajelly  of  the  tranfaftions  of 
your  officers  in  the  Indies,  and  what  ought  farther 
to  be  done,  for  the  eftab  lift)  men  t  of  our  faith  in 
Chrift,  I  feared,  that  if  I  fhould  give  you  all  my 
thoughts,  my  letter  would  only  fervc  for  evidence 
a  gain  ft  you,  at  the  hour  of  your  death,  and  would 
augment  againft  your  rnajelly,  the  rigour  of  the  la  ft 
judgment,  by  taking  from  you  the  excufe  of  hmo- 
ranee.  But  at  the  fame  time  I  concluded,  that  I 
could  not  be  filent  without  betraying  tnv  rniniftc- 
ria,  funflion  t  and  it  alfo  feemed  to  me,  that  God 
gave  me  not  thefe  thoughts  without  fotne  particu¬ 
lar  defign ;  which  probably  was,  that  I  might  com¬ 
municate  them  to  your  rnajelly.  Indeed  the  parti¬ 
cular  affection  you  bear  us,  well  deferves  that  I 

ftiould  facrince  mvfelf  for  you. 

«/ 

I  beg  and  adjure  your  majeflv,  by  the  love 
which  you  ought  to  bear  to  our  bleffcd  Lord,  and 
by  the  zeal  wherewith  you  burn,  for  the  glory  Gf 
the  Divine  Majeflv,  to  fend  next  year,  feme  preach¬ 
ers  or  your  faithful  iubjebls  to  the  Indies.  For  I 
ahere  you  that  your  fortrefles  are. in  extreme  want 

of 


gucfe  who  are  there  in  garrifon,  and  to  the  new 
Cmiflians  eh ab  1  i died  in  1 1 2 c  towns  and  villages,  de- 
pending  on  them.  I  fpeak  by  experience;  and 
that  which  I  have  feen  with  mine  own  eyes,  obli¬ 
ges  ms  to  write  concerning  it.  Being  at  Malacca, 
and  at  the  Moluccas,  I  preached  when  opportunity 
ferved  ;  and  was  forced  upon  it,  becaufe  I  faw  the 
foldiers  and  people  had  great  need  of  being  fre¬ 
quently  taught  the  wofcl  of  God. 

il  I  preached  then  in  the  morning  to  the  Portu¬ 
guese.  I  went  again  into  the  pulpit  in  the  after¬ 
noon  and  inflrucled  their  children,  their  (laves, 
and  idolaters  newly  converted  ;  accomodating  my 
difeourfe  to  the  meafurc  of  their  underhanding, 


and  expounding  to  them  the  principal  points  of  too 
Chriflian  do£lrine,onc  after  another.  Befides  which, 
it  has  been  found  necefiary  to  2  (Teinb * e  t.»»e  wives 
of  the  Portuguese,  one  day  in  every  week  and  inOrudt 
them  in  the  articles  of  the  Chrihian  faith.  Much 
fruit  would  be  gathered  in  a  few  years,  if  the  fame 
method  was  obferved  in  all  places.  I  preached  alfo 
every  day  in'the  fortrefs,  to  the  Tons  and  daughters 
of  the  foldiers,  to  their  fervants  of  both  (exes;  in 
fine,  to  the  natives  of  'the  country,  who  were  born 

Chrifiians.  Aral  the fe  inflru&ions  had  fo  good  effect 

tha  t 
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that  they  totally  renounced  the  fuperditions  aud  for- 
ceries,  which  were  in  ufe  amongfl:  thofe  ftupid  and 


ignorant  new  converts. 


“  I  defcend  into  all  tliefe  petty  circurnftances, 
to  the  end  your  majedy  may  judge,  according  to 
your  prudence,  what  number  of  preachers  may  be 
neceiTary  here  ;  and  that  you  may  not  forget  to 
lend  many  to  us.  For  if  the  minidry  of  preaching 
be  not  more  exrclled  among  us  we  have  reafon  to 
apprehend,  that  not  only  the  Indians,  who  have  em¬ 
braced  the  faith,  will  leave  it,  but  the  Portuguese  alio 
may  forget  the  duties  of  Chridianity,  and  live  after¬ 
wards  like  heathens.” 

Xavier  writ  at  the  fame  time  to  F.  Simon  Ro¬ 
driguez,  who  had  great  credit  at  the  court  cf  Por- 
tuguai,  dedring  he  would  fupport  his  requefls  with 
his  intereO.  lie  recommended  to  him,  in  an 
eipectal  manner,  ‘*  That  he  would  make  choice 
of  tiiofe  pi  eachers,  who  were  men  of  known  virtue, 
and  exemplary  mortification.”  He  fufcioined  “  If 
1  thought  the  king  would  not  take  araifs,  the  coun- 
y !  ofa  fai,hful  Icrvanf,  who  fincerely  loves  him, 
I  ftouid  advife  him  to  meditate  one  quarter  cfan 
Jmur  every  day,  on  that  divine  fentencc, 
fnah  it  profit  a  man  to  gam  the  whole  world, 

10  !ofe  kls  foul?  I  thou !d  counfc!  him,  I 

F  2  ■ 
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to  afkt>f  God  the  underfianding,  and  taite  of  thofe 
words;  and  that  he  would  iinifh  all  his  prayers  with 
tne  fame  words,  Jlhatjhall  it  profit  a  man  to  gain 
tiic  whole  world ,  and  to  lofie  his  ozvn  Joul !  The 
hour  draws  nearer  perhaps  than  lie  thinks;  that  fa¬ 
tal  hour,  when  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
icids,  will  lurmnon  him  to  judgment,  faying  to 
luHi  uiefs  dreadrul  woros,  il  Give  an  account  of 
your  adminifl ration.”  For  which  reafon,  do  in 
luch  manner,  iny  dear  brother,  that  he  may  fulfil 
his  whole  duty  ;  and  that  he  may  fend  over  to  the 

j  J 

Indies  all  needful  fupplies  for  the  increafe  of  Chrif- 
tiani  ty.” 

Among  the  large  inftruefions  which  he  gave 
both  by  word  of  mouth  and  in  writing,  to  the  new 
miillonaries,  which  he  fent  from  time  to  time  to 
fuccecd  himlclf,  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  Indies, 
he  advifed  them  in  particular,  “  Let  your  conver- 
fation  be  always  cenfined  to  the  fpiritual  iubjedls 
of  death,  of  judgment,  of  hell,  of  frequenting  the 
holy  communion,  and  the  exabt  obfervation  of 
God’s  commandments.  For  if  you  never  fpeak  to 
to  them,  but  concerning  tliefe  matters,  they  will 
never  rob  you  of  thofe  hours  which  are  fet  apart 
for1  your  fun6lion.  Fail  not  to  write  to  Goa,  to 
the  fathers  and  brothers,  giving  them  an  account 

of 
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of  the  fruit  of  your  labours;  and  propofmg  to  them 
what  you  think  may  be  to  the  advancement  of  piety. 
What  above  all  things  I  recommend  to  you,  and 
which  I  can  never  fufficiently  repeat,  is,  that  what- 
foever  voyage  you  make,  and  wherefoever  you 
fliali  be,  you  fhall  endeavour  to  gain  the  love  of  the 
people,  by  good  offices,  and  a  fair  demeanour;  by 
which  means  vou  will  have  greater  opportunities  for 
the  gaining  of  fouls  :  which  God  Almighty  grant 
you  all  the  grace  to  do,  and  abide  for  ever  with 
you.” 

fie  was  about  this  time  made  profitable  to  a 
young  man  of  quality,  whofe  name  was  I'.  Seg- 
neyra,  (in  a  pUce  called  Bazain,)  whom  lie  had 
known  two  years  before,  when  he  was  at  Malacca, 
Perceiving  then,  that  the  diffolute  manner  of  living 
to  which  his  fituation  expofed  him,  endangered  all 
.bis  good  intentions;  and  the  circumftances  of  his 
condition  rendering  it  expedient,  Xavier  advifed 
him  to  leave  the  Indies,  and  return  to  Europe.  But 
though  he  promifed  fair,  an  advantageous  pod  fall¬ 
ing  to  him,  he  thought  no  more  of  the  advice,  but 
relapfed  into  his  former  debaucheries.  Xavier  was 
wholly  loft  to  his  remembrance,  when  he  happen¬ 
ed  to  meet  him  at  Bazain.  The  fight  of  the  father 
furprifed  him  at  firft,  and  almoft  confounded  him* 
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But  recovering  a  himfelf,  he  came  up  boldly  to  him, 
and  took  his  hand,  to  have  killed  it,  according  to 
his  former  cuftom.  Xavier,  as  courteous  and  civil 
as  he  was,  yet  thruft  him  back  fiernly  enough  ; 
but  mollifying  himfelf  a  little,  u  How  my  fon,  faid 
he,  are  you  (til!  in  the  Indies?  Were  you  not  ad- 
vifed  to  leave  Malacca,  and  return  to  Portugal?” 
&  The  young  man,  in  great  diforder,  and  net 
knowing  how  to  excufe  himfelf,  laid  all  the  blame 

on  the  governor,  who  had  detained  him  in  feme  fort 

♦ 

again!?  ids  will.  <l  But  replied  Xavier,  with  a  holy 
indignation,  Is  it  the  governor  who  has  obliged  you 
to  live  like  abeafl,  and  to  continue  for  two  years 
in  negledl  of  your  duty  to  God  ?  However  it 

be,  continued  the  father,  know  that  we  two  fhall 
never  be  well  with  one  another,  fo  long  as  you  are 
upon  ill  terms  with  God.”  At  thefe  words,  Seg- 
neyra,  pierced  with  a  lively  harrow,  afked  pardon 
of  the  father  for  his  breach  of  promife,  2nd  for 
his  unfaithfulnefs  to  the  divine  grace.  He  thence 
wholly  changed  his  life,  and  became  quite  another 
man. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  IV. 

Ik  goes  for  Japan  :  The  particular  Occafi on  of  it. 

IT  happened  fo  that  in  the  courfe  of  divine  provi- 
dence,  there  came  from  Japan  to  Goa,  one 
Anger ,  a  considerable  perfon,  with  his  two  Servants. 
After  renouncing  heutheniim,  and  having  been 
long  inftru&ed  in  the  doftrines  ot  Chriitianity,  tney 
received  b a p t i i m •  1l  he  fervour  and  behaviour  of 
thefe  Japonians  was  very  remarkable,  Anger  could 
foeak  of  nothing  but  God;  and  fpoke  of  him  wil:i 
fa  much  fervency?  that  it  feemed  even  to  burn  him 
up*  The  myftery  of  the  padion  of  the  Saviour  ot 
the  world,  moved  him  above  every  thing  elfe:  and 
he  was  fo  ravifned  with  the  geodnefs  of  God,  and 
fo  pofFefFed  with  love,  in  conlidering  a  God  cru¬ 
cified,  that  he  breathed  nothing  but  dying  for  him, 
and  the  faivation  of  his  brethren.  So  that  he  was 
often  heard  to  cry  out  in  the  midfl  of  his  devotions, 
“  How  glad  fhould  I  be  to  die  for  thee,  O  my 
God  !  O  my  dear  Japonians,  how  much  are  you  to 
be  lamented,  and  what  companion  do  you  raife  in 


me  : 


!” 


In  converting  with  them,  Xavier  underflood 
what  he  had  formerly  learnt  by  hcar-fiy,  that  the 

empire 
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empire  of  Japan  was  one  of  the  mod  populous  in 
the  world;  that  the  Japonneies  were  naturally  co¬ 
vetous  of  knowledge,  and  withal,  docible,  and  of 
gioat  capacity ,  with  many  other  particulars.  He  was 


imote  with  the  defire  of  carrying  the  gofpel  among 
1 1 j c iTi  ;  and  he  adored  the  wifdcm  of  divine  provi¬ 
dence,  in  ienaing  three  Japonians  from  their  native 
country  to  Goa,  that  they  might  ferve  for  guides 
to  a  mi ili oner. 


to  adjud 
of  Goa, 


from  that  moment,  determined  to  venture 
for  the  falvation  of  their  fouls,  and  beaan 
his  meafures  accordingly.  But  the  affairs 
where  he  then  was,  and  his  other  employ¬ 


ments,  obliged  him  to  fome  delay. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  applied  feimfelf  particu¬ 
larly  to  the  exerciies  of  a  fpuitual  life,  as  it  were 


to  recover  new  drength,  after  his  pad  labours:  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  the  fervants  of  God,  who 
in  the  communications  which  they  have  with  God, 
refrefh  themfelves,  after  the  pains  which  they  have 
taken  for  the  good  of  their  neighbour. 

Then  it  was  that  in  the  garden  of  St.  Paul's 
College,  fometimes  in  walking,  at  other  times  in 
retiring  into  a  little  hermitage,  which  was  there 
fef  up,  he  cried  out,  Tis  enough ,  0  my  Lord , 
it  is  enough  !  By  which  he  declared,  that  he  was 

not 
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not  able  to  f upper t  the  abundance  of  his  heavenly 
confolations ;  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  to  under- 
Rand,  (fuch  was  his  love  of  the  crofs)  that  he  would 
have  rather  choien  to  fuller  any’ torments  for  the 
fervice  of  Go  1,  than  to  diave  enjoyed  all  thofe  fpi- 
ritual  delights  ;  being  content  to  wait  for  thefe 
till  another  life;  and  being  defirous  in  the  mean 
time,  to  endure  any  pains  or  fufFerings,  which  God 
would  be  pleated  to  iniiicl  upon  him  in  the  pre- 
ient  world. 

His  interior  employments  did  not  however  hin¬ 
der  him  from  the  labours  of  his  miniflerial  vocation, 
nor  from  fuccouring  the  did  re  fled,  in  -the  hofpitals 
and  prifons.  On  the  contrary,  the  more  lively 
aud  ardent  the  love  of  God  was  in  him,  the  more 

defirous  he  was,  to  bring  it  forth,  and  kindle  it  in 
others. 

He  wrote  a  letter  about  this  time  to  one  F.  Fran¬ 
cis  Henriquez,  who  laboured  at  Travancor,  and  who 
was  fomewhat  difTatisfied,  believing  he  loft  his 
time;  becaufe  fome  of  thofe  new  converts,  fliaken 
either  by  promifes  or  threatnings,  had  returned  to 
their  former  fuperflitions.  Xavier  exhorted  him 
to  be  of  good  courage,  alluring  him,  that  his  labours 
were  more  profitable  than  he  imagined  ;  that  when 
ail  the  fruit  of  his  zeal  fhould  be  reduced  to  the 

little 
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little  children,  who  died  after  baptifm,  God 
would  be  well  fatished  with  his  endeavours.  And 
that  after  all,  the  falvation  of  oniy  one  foul,  ought 
to  comfort  a  miffioner  for  all  his  phns  :  that  God 
i egarded  our  good  intentions ;  and  that  afervantof 
his,  was  never  to  be  efteemed  unprofitable,  who 
laboured  in  bis  vineyard  with  all  his  flrength, 
whatever  his  fuccefs  might  prove.’’ 

Being  now  upon  the  point  of  felting  out  for 
Japan,  and  it  being  known  by  his  friends,  they 
mace  ute  of  all  their  endeavours  to  divert  him 
from  it.  They  fet  before  him  the  length  of  the 
way,  which  was  thirteen  hundred  leagues  ;  the  cer¬ 
tain  and  inevitable  dangers,  to  which  he  mutt 

expofe  his  life;  with  a  variety  of  particulars  to  the 

*► 

fame  purpofe  ;  and  concluded  in  begging  him,  in 
God’s  name,  to  leave  the  thoughts  of  thofc  remote 
idands,  which  nature  feemed  to  have  divided  from 
the  commerce  of  mortals;  and  where  Chrihiani- 
ty  could  not  maintain  itfelf,  againh  the  perfe¬ 
ction  of  Pagans. 

Xavier  was  fo  well  perfuaded,  that  God  would 
have  him  travel  to  Japan,  that  he  would  not  lihen 
to  the  reafons  of  his  friends,  and  faid,  with  an 
air  of  profound  ferioufnefs,  “  Verily  I  am  amazed, 
that  you  would  endeavour  to  hinder  me  from  going 

for 
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for  the  good  of  fouls,  whither  you  yourfelves  would 
go,  out  of  the  fordid  ccnhderation  of  a  fmall  tranfi- 
tory  gain  !  And  mufi  plainly  tell  you,  I  am  afham- 
ed  of  your  little  faith.”  In  conclufion,  he  told 

them,  (i  that  having  fo  often  experienced  the  care 

% 

of  providence,  it  would  bean  impiety  to  diRruR  it; 
that  it  had  not  preferved  him  from  the  fwords  of  the 
Badages  and  the  poifons  of  the  ifles  Del  Moro,  to 
abandon  him  in  ether  dangers;  that  India  was  not 
the  boundary  of  his  million  ;  but  that  in  coming 
thither,  his  d-efign  had  always  been  to  carry,  as 
much  as  was  in  his  power,  the  gofpel  even  to  the  u.t- 
moR  limits  of  the  world.” 

He  wrote  to  I - s  to  give  hint  an  account  of  hft 

intended  voyage,  and  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
concerning  it.  “  I  cannot  exprefs  to  you,  faid  he, 
with  what  joy  I  undertake  this  long  voyage.  For 
his  all  full  of  extreme  dangers  ;  and  he  who  cut  of 
four  Ihips  can  prefeive  one,  thinks  he  has  made 
a  faving  voyage.  Though  thefe  perils  are  furpaf- 
fing  all  I  have  hitherto  proved,  yet  I  am  not  diR 
couraged  a  jot  the  more  from  my  undertaking  :  fo 
much  the  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  fix  it  in  my 
nnnd,  that  the  preaching  of  the  crofs  of  Jefus  (hall 
produce  great  fruit  in  thofe  countries,  when  once 
it  R  ail  be  planted  there.” 


G 
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To  another  he  wrote  from  Goa,  on  the  fame 
occafion,  as  follows  :  “  T  here  are  arrived  here  fome 
fhips  from  Malacca,  which  confirm  the  news,  that 
all  the  ports  of  China  are  armed  ;  and  that  the  Chi- 
ncfe  are  making  open  war  with  Portugal  :  which 
notwithftanding,  my  refolution  ftili  continues  for 
Japan.  For  I  fee  nothing  more  fweet  or  pieafnag  in 
this  world,  than  to  live  in  continual  dangers  of 

v*  si/  ^ 

death,  for  the  honour  of  Jefus  Chjift,  and  for  the 
interefis  of  the  gofpel.  It  being  indeed  the  diftiife* 
guifhing  charadler  of  a  Chrifiian,  to  take  more  plea- 
lure  in  the  harafhips  of  the  crofs,  than  in  the  foftnefs 
of  repofe.” 

All  things  being  now  in  readincfs  he  embark¬ 
ed  at  Goa  for  Japan,  in  April  1549*  He  had  for 
his  companions  the  three  Japonnefes,  mentioned  be¬ 
fore,  and  two  other  of  his  friends.  They  fir  (I  flop¬ 
ped  at  Cochin,  where  walking  one  day  through  the 
ftreets,  lie  happened  to  meet  a  Portuguefe  of  his 
acquaintance;  and  immediately  afked  him  how  he 
was  in  health?  The  Portuguefe  anfwered  he  was 
very  well  :  “  Yes,  replied  Xavier,  in  relation  to  your 
body,  but  in  regard  to  your  foul,  no  man  can  be 
in  a  worfe  condition*’’  The  words  were  ordered 
by  a  particular  providence  ;  for  this  man  who  (as  he 
afterwards  confefied)  was  juft  then  defigning  in  his 

heart 


FRANCIS  XAVIER. 


75 


heart  a  wicked  adfion,  being  ftruck  with  aftoniftw 
ment  and  farrow,  repented  of  his  wickednefs,  and 
by  the  grace  of  God  changed  his  whole  life. 

They  left  Cochin  the  25th  of  April,  and  ftiii 
purfuing  their  journey,  arrived  at  Malacca  the  laft 
day  of  May.  Alphonfo  Martinez,  grand  vicar  to 
the  bithop,  at  that  time  lay  daogeroufly  tick,  and 
in  fuch  agony  of  foul,  as  moved  companion. 
For  having  been  warned  of  God  to  give  up  his  ac¬ 
counts  to  him,  of  that  ohniftry  which  he  had  exer- 
cifed  for  thirty  years,  and  of  all  the  adfions  of  his 
life,  he  was  fo  (truck  with  the  horror  of  immediate 
death,  and  the  diforders  of  his  life,  which  was  not 
very  regular  for  a  man  of  his  profeffion,  that  he 
fell  into  a  deep  melancholy,  and  totally  defpaired 
of  his  falvation.  He  cafl  out  lamentable  cries, 
which  affrighted  the  hearers  ;  they  heard  him  name 
his  fins  aloud,  not  that  he  might  afk  pardon 
tor  them,  but  only  to  declare  their  enormity. 
When  they  would  have  fpoken  to  him  of  God’s 
infinite  mercy,  he  broke  out  into  a  rage,  and  cried 
out  as  loud  as  he  was  able,  that  there  was  no  fortdvr- 

nefs  for  the  damned,  and  no  mercy  in  the  bottom- 
lefs  pit. 

The  fick  man  was  told,  that  father  Francis  was 
j  uff  ai lived  .  having  known  him  before,  he  confented 

to 
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to  fee  him.  Xavier  being  come  in,  began  to  fpeak 
to  him  of  eternity,  and  of  the  conditions  requifite 
to  a  Chriftian  death#  rJ his  dilcourfe  ferved  only 
to  encreale  Martinez’s  terrors  :  and  Xavier  on  this 
occafion  found  that  to  be  true,  which  may  be  often 
obferved,  that  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  per- 
fuade  a  dying  man  to  hope  well  of  his  falvation, 
who  in  the  courfe  of  his  life  had  flattered  himfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  it,  that  he  might  fm  with  the  greater 
boldnefs. 

Seeing  the  evil  to  be  almoft  paft  remedy,  he  un¬ 
dertook,  as  it  were  to  do  violence  to  heaven,  that 
the  lick  man  might  obtain  from  God  true  repen¬ 
tance,  and  the  grace  of  a  religious  death.  And 
the  Lord  was  intreated  to  (hew  pity  in  this  lateO: 
extremity.  Martinez  became  calm  ;  began  to  have 
reafonable  thoughts,  and  received  the  Lord’s  flip¬ 
per  with  a  lively  forrow  for  his  fins,  and  a  tender 
reliance  on  God’s  mercies  :  after  which,  he  died  gent¬ 
ly  in  the  arms  of  Xavier,  calling  upon  the  name  of 
Jefus  ! 

On  the  24th  of  June,  he  with  his  companions  * 
fet  fail  from  Malacca,  and  on  the  15th  of  Augufl; 
1549,  arrived  at  C-angoxima  in  Malacca,  the  birth¬ 
place  of  Anger,  now  firnamed  Paul  de  Saintt  Foy » 

CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 

Of  the  Religion  of  the  Japonnefes  token  Xavier  ar¬ 
rived  in  that  Connery  ;  his  Labours  and  JVay  of 
living  among  them . 

ALL  the  Japonians,  excepting  force  few,  who 
make  profeffion  of  atheifni,  and  believe  the 
foul  mortal,  are  idolaters,  and  hold  the  tranf- 
migration  of  fouls,  after  lire  do&rine  of  Pythago- 
ras.  Some  of  them  pay  divine  worftiip  to  the  fun 
.and  moon,  and  to  the  Potaques,  the  gods  of  China. 
There  are  divers  of  them  whoworfhip  fome  kind  of 
beads  and  many  who  adore  the  devil  under  dread¬ 
ful  figures.  Behdes  thefe,  they  have  a  certain  myf- 

tcrious  deity,  whom  they  call  Amida  ;  and  fay  tin's 

f .  1  ' 

god  has  built  a  paradife  of  fuch  didance  from  the 
earth,  that  the  fouls  cannot  reach  it  under  a  vovaere 

•  O 

of  three  years.  But  the  god  Xaca  is  he  of  whom 
they  report  the  greated  wonders  ;  who  feems  to  be 
a  counterfeit  of  the  true  Mefiiah,  let  up  by  the  de¬ 
vil  himfelf,  or  by  his  miniders.  For  if  one  would 
give  credit  to  them,  Xaca  being  born  of  a  queen, 
who  never  had  the  carnal  knowledge  of  a  man, 
retired  into  the  deferts  of  Siam,  and  there  undcr- 

Cr  2  went 
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went  fevere  fufFerings,  to  expiate  the  fins  of  men  - 
that  coming  out  of  this  wildernefs,  he  aOembled 
iome  difciples,  and  preached  an  heavenly  dodlriae 
in  divers  countries  *. 

It  is  incredible  how  many  temples  have  been 
built  to  the  honour  of  Amida  and  Xaca:  all  the 
cities  are  full  of  them;  and  their  magnificence  is 
equal  to  their  number  :  nor  is  it  eafy  to  imagine, 
how  far  their  fuperflition  carries  the  worPnip- 
pers  of  thefe  two  deities.  They  throw  themfelves 
headlong  down  from  rocks,  or  bury  themfelves  a- 
iive  in  caves;  audit  is  ordinary  to  fee  barks  full 
of  men  and  women,  with  Rones  about  their  necks, 
and  Tinging  the  praifes  of  their  gods  ;  after  which 
they  caft  themfelves  into  the  fea. 

They  have  a  chief  of  their  religion,  and  a  kind 
of  fovereign  priefl,  whom  they  call  Saco.  He 
keeps  his  court  in  the  capital  city  of  the  empire  ; 
and  it  is  he  who  approves  the  fcdls,  who  inftilutes 
the  ceremonies,  and  ordains  the  priefts  of  idols,  by 
conferring  on  them  the  power  of  offering  facrifices* 
The  piiefts,  who  are  called  Ronzas,  live  moR  of 
them  in  deferts,  the  red  in  towns  ;  and  are  among 

the 


*  Thefe  opinions  are  ftippofed  to  be  corruptions  of 
the  doctrine  preached  in  the  Indies  by  the  speiile  St. 
Thomas. 
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the  Japonnefes  what  the  Brachmans  are  among  the 
Indians,  unicfs  that  they  are  yet  more  impious,  and 
greater  hypocrites. 

Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  Xavier  and  his 
companions,  Paul  de  Sainte  Foy,  whom  fo.'meily 
we  called  Anger,  went  to  pay  his  duty  to  the  king 
of  Saxuma  ,*  on  which  Congaxima  is  depending, 
and  whole  palace  is  about  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues, 
from  it.  That  prince,  who  had  heretofore  fhewed 
great  favour  to  Anger,  received  him  with  much 
humanity,  and  with  fo  much  the  greater  joy, 
became  he  had  believed  him  dead.  It  may  be 
thought  tedious,  circumftantially  to  deferibe  all  the 
particulars  that  followed  hereupon,  which  prepared 
the  way,  and  effected  the  converfion  of  thofe  among 
them  who  received  the  gofpel,  by  the  means  of  wa¬ 
vier. 

The  firft  thing  he  did  was  to  make  lumfelf  ca¬ 
pable  to  preach  in  the  language  of  the  country,  he 
had  already  fome  flight  knowledge  of  it,  by  the 
communications  lie  had  with  the  three  Japonian 
Chriftians ;  but  he  knew  not  enough  to  exprefs 
himfelf  with  eafe  and  readinefs.  He  therefore  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  with  all  diligence  to  the  fhudy  of  the 
tongue  ;  which  he  relates  in  the  following  words, 

“  We  are  returned  to  our  infancy,  fays  he,  and  , 

all 
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all  our  bufinefs  at  prefent  is  to  learn  the  firft  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Japonian  grammar.  God  give  us 
g  ace  to  imitate  the  fimplicity  and  innocencv  of 
little  children,  as  well  as  to  pra 6Ufe  the  exercifes 
of  children.” 


rl  his  indeed  was  a  main  part  of  his  fir  ft  employ¬ 
ment,  v/iien  he  came  to  a  it  ran  ge  country,  namely, 
to  learn  their  language.  And  it  is  almoft  incredi¬ 
ble  with  what  facility  he  overcame  thefe  diihcul- 
tics.  It  may  be  truly  Laid,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  a f- 
fiiled  him  on  thofe  occaftons  ;  and  the  cafe  where¬ 
with  he  learned  fo  many  tongues,  feemed  almoft 
equivalent  to  the  lafting  gift  of  them.  Within  the 
com  pals  of  forty  days,  he  underftood  enough  of  the 
language  to  undertake  the  tranftation  of  the  A  oof- 
tie’s  Creed,  and  the  expofition  o?  it,  which  he  had 
compofcd  in  India.  As  faft  as  he  mandated,  he 
got  every  parcel  of  it  by  heart,  and  with  that  help, 
he  ftrft  declared  to  them  the  gofpel. 

He  began  by  explaining  the  firft  article  of  the 
creed,  the  exigence  of  one  God ,  all-powerful,  the 
creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  &c.  and  fo  proceeded 
in  order.  Some  of  them  held  the  preacher  for  a 
road-man,  and  laughed  him  to  fcorn  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  the  wifer  fort  could  not  let  it  fink 
into  their  belief,  that  a  ftranger  who  had  no  inter- 

eft 
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eft  to  deceive  them,  fhould  undergo  fo  many  hard¬ 
ships  and  dangers,  and  come  io  tar  on  *et  puipO;v> 
to  cheat  them  with  a  fable*  In  thele  confederations, 
they  were  defirous  of  clearing  thofe  doubts  which 
poffeffed  them, in  relation  to  what  he  declared  to  them. 
Xavier  anfwered  them  fo  diilindlly,  ana  witnal  fo 
reafonably ,with  the  adiRance  of  Paul  de  SainteFoy, 
who  ferved  hitn  for  an  interpreter  in  cafe  ct  need, 
that  many  of  them,  fatished  with  his  folutions,  came 
over  to  the  faith  of  Chrift. 

His  difeourfes  in  private  and  his  preaching  in 
public,  had  thei  r  dTe£t  on  a  few  ^*r  the  RuiiZas 

1 U  ^  /*  fr  ' 

themfelves:  however  ,\d greater  part  of  them  op- 
po  fed  the  preacher  and  his  doiftrine,  and  raifed  a- 
gainft  him  all  the  perfection  they  po  holy  could. 
Some  faid  that  he  and  his  companions  were  plain 
mountebanks,  and  the  religion  which  they  preach¬ 
ed  a  mere  fable.  One  day  as  he  was  preaching 
in  osse  of  the  public  places  of  the  city,  a  Bonza  in¬ 
terrupted  him  in  the  midft  of  his  difeourfe,  and 
warned  the  people  nottotruR  him;  faying,that  it  was 
a  devil  who  fpoke  to  them  in  the  likenefs  of  a  man. 

The  outrageoufnefs  of  the  Bonzas  failed,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  die 61  i/nich  they  defired.  Tlie  japo- 
nians,  who  are  in  general  men  of  underftanding, 
and  plain  dealers,  came  eafilv  to  underhand  the 
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motives  of  their  priefls  ;  and  finding  intereft  in  aIl 

they  faid  or  did,  grew  more  and  more  attentive  to 

the  dovflrins  oi  Xavier* 

Some  of  them  upbraided  the  Bonzas,  and  faid, 
that  religion  was  not  to  be  defended  by  calumnies 
and  affronts,  but  by  arguments :  that  if  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  European  was  falfe,  why  did  they  not 
dernonftratc  clearly  the  falihood  of  it  :  that  for  the 
rcfl  jt  was  of  little  confeauence,  whether  this 
preacher  was  a  demon  or  a  man  ;  and  that  truth 
was  to  be  received,  whofeever  brought  it.  That 
all  he  Jived  with  great  aufkrity,  and  was  more 
to  be  credited  than  man/-vr  them. 

In  eiTeci,  Xavier,  for  the  edification  of  this  peo¬ 
ple,  who  judged,  as  is  common  with  all,  by  the 
appearances  of  things,  attained  entirely  both  from 
flefh  and  fbh.  Some  bitter  roots  and  pulfe  boiled 
in  water,  were  all  his  nourifhment  in  the  midfi  of 
his  continual  labours.  So  that  he  praaifed  rigor- 
omly  and  literally  that  abflinence,  of  which  the 
Bonzas  made  profeiTion,  or  rather  that  which  they 
pretended  to  praaife. 

Oi*g  of  the  new  converts  compofcd  elegantly 
in  mis  own  tongue,  the  hiflory  of  the  redemption  of 
mankind,  from  the  fall  of  Adam  to  the  coming 
down  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  fame  man  being 


once 
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once  afked,  what  anfwer  he  would  return  the  king, 
in  cafe  he  fhould  command  him  to  renounce  his 
faith?  “  I  would  boldly  anfwer  him.  laid  he,  in 
this ‘manner:  Sir,  you  are  defirous  lam  certain, 
that  being  born  your  fubje<ft  1  fhould  be  faithful  to] 
you:  you  would  have  me  ready  to  hazard  my  life 
in  your  interests,  and  to  die  for  your  fervice.  Yet  far¬ 
ther,  you  would  have  me  moderate  with  my  equals; 
gentle  to  my  inferiors  ;  obedient  to  my  fuperiors  ; 
equitable  towards  all.  And  for  thefe  reafons,  com¬ 
mand  me  hill  to  be  a  Chriftian  ;  for  a  Chriftian  is 
obliged  to  be  all  this.  But  if  you  forbid  me  the 
profeflion  of  Cnriftianity,  I  thall  become  at  the  fame 
l!mc>  violent,  hard-hearted,  infolent,  rebellious, 
unjuft,  wicked  ;  and  I  cannot  anfwer  for  myfelf 
that  1  (hall  be  other  than  all  this.” 

Their  zeal,  fays  Xavier,  in  one  of  his  letters,  is 
worthy  that  of  the  primitive  ages  of  the  church.  He 
added,  that  there  was  not  a  Chriftian  in  Japan,  who 

would  not  chufe  rather  to  Jofe  his  life,  then  forfeit 
the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift.” 

It  was  wonderful,  according  to  the  report  of 
Xavier  himfelf,  to  obferve  that  in  feme  places, 
there  was  no  other  fpeecli  but  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
throughout  a  whole  town  ;  and  that  thofe  who  had  moft 
eagerly  fought  againft  the  Chriftian  law  in  their 

difputes, 
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difputes,  were  now  the  mod:  ardent  to  defend  it, 
and  to  pradlife  it  with  moil  exadlnefs. 

It  gave  him  infinite  fatisfa&ion  to  fee  the  change 
■which  the  gofpel  had  wrought  in  them,  as  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  a  letter  which  he  diredfed  fome  time 
after  to  Europe. — “  Though  my  hairs  are  already 
become  all  hoary,  fays  he,  I  am  more  vigorous 
and  rob u ft  than  I  ever  was  :  for  the  pains  which 
are  taken  to  cultivate  a  reafonable  nation,  which 
loves  the  truth,  and  which  covets  to  be  faved,  af¬ 
ford  me  matter  of  great  joy*  I  have  not  in  the 
courfe  of  my  life  received  a  greater  fatisfadlion, 
than  at  Amanguchi  ,*  where  multitudes  of  people 
came  to  hear  me  by  the  king’s  permiftlon*  I  faw 
the  pride  of  their  Bonzas  overthrown,  and  the  meft 
inflamed  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  name  fubjedled 
to  the  humility  of  the  gofpel.  I  faw  the  tranfports 
of  joy  in  thofe  new  Chriftians,  when  after  having 
vanquifhed  the  Bonzas  in  difpute,  they  returned 
in  triumph.  I  was  not  lei s  fatished  to  fee  their 
diligence  in  labouring  to  convince  the  gentiles,  and 
vying  with  each  other  in  that  undertaking:  with 
the  delight  they  took  in  the  relation  of  their  con¬ 
quers  ;  and  by  what  arguments  and  means  they 
brought  them  over  :  and  how  thev  rooted  out  the 
heathen  fuperftitions.  All  thefe  particulars 


gave 
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me  fuch  abundant  joy,  that  I  loft  the  fenfe  of  my 
own  afflictions.” 

“  Ah,  might  it  pleafe  almighty  God,  that  as  1 
call  to  my  remembrance  thole  confoiutions,  which  I 
have  received  from  the  fountain  of  all  mercies,  in 
the  midft  of  my  labours,  I  might  not  only  make  a 
recital  of  them,  but  give  the  experience  alfo,  and 
caufe  them  to  be  felt  and  confidered,  as  they  ought 
to  be,  by  our  univerfities  of  Europe.  I  am  allured, 
that  many  young  men  who  Rudy  there,  would  come 
hither  to  employ  all  the  ftrength  of  their  parts,  and 
vigour  of  their  minds,  in  the  converfion  of  an  idola¬ 
trous  people,  had  they  once  tuRcd  tliofe  heavenly  re- 
freihments  which  accompany  our  labours.” 


The  gofpcl  was  fiiil  opposed,  and  (till  prevailed 
among  the  Japonnefes.  A  fingh*  aaion  of  one  of 
Xavier’s  companions,  had  good  effcSl,  In  a  confi- 
derabfe  place.  Fernandez  preaching  in  one  of  the 
moll  frequented  places  of  the  town,  had  amongft  his 
auditors,  feme  perfons  of  great  undemanding, 
firongly  attached  to  their  own  Ardt,  who  could  not 
comprehend  the  maxims  of  the  gofpcl;  and  who 

r  PreaCl'er  VVi‘h  no  oth“  intention  than  to 
makC  fp°rt  °f  hi»-  ‘he  midft  of  the  fermon,  a 
ma  n  who  was  of  the  fcun,  of  the  rabble,  drew  near  to 

-  hnn,  as  though  it  were  to  whifper  fomething  tohim 

H  and 
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and  hawking  up  a  mafsof  naflinefs,  fpit  it  full  in  his 

/ace,  hernandez, without  a  word  fpeaking,  or  making 

the  leaft  fign  of  uneafinefs,  took  his  handkerchief, 

wiped  his  face,  and  continued  his  difcourfe. 

Every  one  was  furprized  at  the  moderation  of  the 
* 

preacher.  The  mere  debauched,  who  had  fet  up  a 
laughter  .at  this  affront,  turned  their  fcorn  into  ad¬ 
miration,  and  fmcerely  acknowledged,  that  a  man 
•who  was  fo  much  matter  of  his  pattions,  as  to  com¬ 
mand  them  on  fuch  an  occatton,  mutt  needs  be  en¬ 
dued  with  greatnefs  of  foul,  and  heroic  courage.  But 
one  of  the  chief  of  the  affembly,  difeovered  fomewhat 
elfe  in  this  unfhaken  patience  :  he  was  the  moft 
learned  among  all  the  doctors  of  Amanguchi,  and 
the  mett  violent  againtt  the  gofpel.  He  conttdered 
that  a  law  which  taught  fuch  patience,  and  fuch  in- 
fenttbility  of  affronts  could  only  come  from  hea¬ 
ven  ;  and  argued  thus  within  himfelf  : 

‘  Thefe  preachers,  who  with  fo  much  conttancy 

*  endure  the  vilett  of  all  injuries,  cannot  pretend  to 
4  cozen  us.  It  would  cott  them  too  dear  a  price  ; 

4  and  no  man  will  deceive  another  at  his  own  ex- 
6  pence.  He  only  who  made  the  heart  of  man,  can 
4  place  it  in  fuch  tranquility.  The  force  of  nature 
‘  cannot  reach  fo  far;  and  this  chriftian  patience  mutt: 

*  proceed  alone  from  feme  divine  principle.  Thefe 

*  people 
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6  people  cannot  but  have  foine  infallible  a  Tu  ranee  of 
the  dodlnne  they  believe,  and  of  the  recompencc 

*  ^yexpeft.  For,  in  fine,  they  are  ready  to  fuller  all 
things  for  their  God  ;  and  have  no  human  expecl- 

4  atl0ns*  After  all,  what  inconvenience,  or  danger 

*  can  there  be  to  embrace  their  law  ?  If  what  they 
tell  us  of  eternity  be  true,  I  {hall  be  eternally  rnif- 

*  erable  in  not  believing  it:  and  fuppofing  there  be 
no  other  life  but  this,  is  it  not  better  to  follow  a  rc - 

‘  ligion  which  elevates  a  man  above  himfelf,  and 
which  gives  him  an  unalterable  peace,  than  to  pro¬ 
fess  the  notions  of  our  fe&s,  which  continue  us  in 

i  all  our  weaknefs,and  which  wants-  power  to  appeale 

<  the  diforders  of  our  hearts/ 


He  made  his  inward  reflections  upon  all  the'e 
things,  as  he  afterwards  declared  ;  which  being  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  motions  of  the  grace  of  God>* 
touched  him  to  the  quick.  As  foon  as  the  fermon 


was  over,  he  confefifed  that  the  virtue  of  the  preach 
er,  had  convinced  him  of  the  truth  of  Chriflianitv 
He  defired  baptiim,  and  received  it  with  great  fo 
lemmty.  This  illuftrious  conveifion  was  followet 

with  anfwerable  fuccefs  :  many  who  had  a  Him- 
Hiring  of  the  truth,  and  feared  to  know  it  ve 
more  plainly,  now  opened  their  eyes,  and  admit 
ted  the  gotpei  light,  without  refinance. 


CHAP.  - 
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lie  l 'eaves  Amanguchi,  and  gees  to  the  kingdom  cj 
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T  N  the  wean  time*  a  Fortugue/e  vefTel  arrived  at  the 
-*•  kingdom  of  Bungo  ;  and  news  came  to  Amangu¬ 
chi,  that  this  fh i p  which  had  failed  thither  from  the 
Indies,  would  be  on  its  way  hack  again  in  a  month 
cr  two.  Xavier  font  one  of  the  Japonian  converts, 
with  a  letter  directed  to  the  captain  and  merchants 
of  the  veffeL  He  do  fired  them  to  fend  hum  word 
who  they  were,  Lorn  whence  bound,  and  how  foon 
they  intended  to  return  ?  After  which  he  told 
them,  that  his  intention  was  to  return  to  the  In die?,. 
and  that  he  fhould  be  glad  to  meet  them,  in  cafe 
they  were  difpefed  to  repals  thither.  In  conch;- 
lion,  he  deb  red  them  earne-ftly,  that  they  would 
borrow  fo  much  time  from  their  at  bars  or  mere  na  n- 
dize,  as  tp  think  a  little  on  their  fouls  ;  and  decla¬ 
red  to  them,  :i  I  hat  all  the  filks  cl  China, v\  hatever 
sain  tire v  misht  afford  them,  could  not  countervail 
the  IeaB  fpiritual  profit,  which  they  might  make,, 
by  a  daily  exam  mat  ion  ol  their  consciences.  Hq 
received  aniwer  t  >  his  fatisfadVicn,  and  prepared  to 
leave  Amanyuchi  ;  winch  he  did  in  September  j 


The 
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The  fhip  was  at  the  port  of  Figen,  about  fifty 
leagues  from  Amanguchi.  Xavier  direded  h is 
courle  thither  on  loot,  according  to  his  cuftom, 
with  five  of  his  companions*  When  the  captain  of 
the  vefTel,  Edward  de  Gamma,  underflood  that  the 
father  was  drawing  near,  he  called  together  all  the 
Portuguefe,  and  got  on  horfeback with  them,  to  pay 
him  their  refpe&s  in  ceremony.  Xavier  fell  into 
this  ambufh  of  civility,  but  he  would  willingly 

'  O  J 

have  avoided  it.  They  came  up  to  him  within  a 
league  of  Figen  ;  and  found  him  walking  between 
tlie  two  lords  of  Amanguchi,  who  had  never  left 
him;  and  himfelf  carrying ’his  own  equipage. 
Gamma  was  furprized  to  fee  a  perfon  lo  cvcnfi- 
d-erable  in  the  world,  in  fuch  a  pofture,  and  alight¬ 
ing  from  his  horfe,  with  all  his  company,  faluted 
him  with  all  manner  of  refped.  They  befoughf 
h i m  to  mount  on  horfeback,  but  he  could  not  be 
perfuaded  :  fo  the  Portuguefe  bore  him' company 
on  foot  to  the  port.  * 

The  circumftances  of  refpc&,  and  the  demon- 
fliations  of  joy  which  the  Portuguefe  paid  tc  Xa- 
Ter  on  tins  occafion,  afiomfhed  the  Japonians  of 
thofe  parts.  The  king  of  Bongo  himfelf,  hearing 
the  ducharge  of  cannon,  lent  an  officer  of  his  court 
to  enquire  the  realon.  Gamma  (hewing  fatr  er 

^  2  brands 


I'rancis  to  the  mefienger  told  him,  that  the  ncife 
which  had  alarmed  the  court,  was  only  a  fmall  teft i - 


inciiy  of  tl  e  honour  w  hich  was  owing  to  f o  great 
a  peifon  ;  ore  fo  dear  to  heaven,  and  fo  much  ef- 
teemed  in  the  ccuit  fcf  Portugal. 


i  he  Japanner,  Vv’ho  faw  nothing  but  poverty 
in  the  perlon  of  Xavier,  and  remembering  wl  at 
had  been  written  of  him  Iv  ti  e  Ecrzas  of  Arran- 


guchi,  Popped  a  little  without  fpeaking  l  then  with 


amazement  in  his  face,.  “  I  arm  in  pain,  Paid  he,, 
what  anfwer  I  {ball  return  my  prince  :  for  what 
you  tell  me  has  no  cor refpende nee,  either  with  that 
vr  hich  I  behold*  or  with  the  accounts  we  have  re¬ 


ceived  frem  the  Bonzas  ;  who  have  feen  your  fa¬ 
ther  Bonza  entertain  a  familiar  fpiiit,  who  taught 
him  to  caP  lots,  and  perform  certain  magical  opera¬ 
tions,  to  delude  the  ignorant  :  they  report  him  to 
be  a  wretch  foifaken  and  accutP  of  all  the  world.” 


He  added  a  great  deal  to  the  fame  efiedf.  Then 
Gamma  replying,  told  the  Japonian  all  that  was 
necefiTary  to  give  him  juft  and  good  impreliicns  of 
the  father,  and  to  hinder  him  from  contempt  of 
his  mean  appearance.  On  t his  laP  article  he  de¬ 
clared  to  him,  that  he  who  had  fo  defpicable  an  out- 
Pde  was  of  noble  blood  ;  that  fortune  had  provided 


him  with  wealth,  but  that  his  virtue  had  made  him 


poor  ; 
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poor  ;  and  that  his  wilful  want  of  all  things,  was 
the  effect  of  a  great  tpirit,  which  defpi t'etl  thole 
empty  pomps,  that  are  fo  eagerly  dec. red  by  men. 
of  the  world*  Yes, 

Th’  exterior  'hews  of  greatnefs  he  dechr’d, 

But  for  an  Eden  loll,  gain’d  Paradife  ot  mind. 

The  kinp-  ef'Bungo  had  already  heahl  fpeak  of 
Ollier  Francis ;  and  gave  no  credit  to  w  hat  the 
Bonzas  of  Amanguchi  had  written  ot  him.  He  was 
a  prince  of  about  five  and  twenty  yeais  ol  age, 
very  judicious,  generous  and  civil  ;  but  too  touch 
engaged  in  carnal  pleafures,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Japonian  princes.  What  he  had  heard  from  tide  re* 
lotion  of  the  meffenger,  encrcaRd  his  longing  to  be¬ 
hold  Xavier  ;  and  the  fame  day  he  writ  to  him  in 
rhefe  very  terms, 

“  Father  Bonza  of  Chimahicoghin,  (  for  by  that 
fi  name  they  call  Portugal)  may  your  happy  arrival 
in  my  eftates,  be  as  pleating  to  your  Gcd,  as  are 
the  praifes  wherewith  lie  is  honored  by  his  faints. 
Quanfyonofama,  my  domeftic  fervant,whom  I  lent 
to  the  port  of  Figen,  tells  me  that  you  are  arrlv- 
“  ed  from  Amanguchi ;  and  all  my  court  will 
bear  me  witnefs,  with  what  plea  lure  1  received 
the  news.  As  God  has  not  made  me  worthy  to 

command  you,  I  carncftiy  requeft  yen,  to  ccrr.e 

“  before 
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befor,  the  riling  of  the  fun  to-morrow,  and  „ 
Knock  at  my  palace  gate,  where' I  impa- 

gently  attend  you.  And  permit  me  to  demand’ 
tins  favour  of  you,  without  being  thought  a  tfou_. 
bleiorne  beggar, 

“  In  the  mean  time,  -profirate  on-  the  proirnd 

“  and  °n  my  knees  befo‘e  your  God,  whom  I  ac- 
“  know)^ge  for  the  God  of  all  the  gods,  and  the  So- 

Verelgn  of  !i;e  bcfta°d  greatefi  which  inhabit  in 
the  heavens,  I  defire  of  him,  1  fay,  ,0  make  known  . 

to  the  haughty  of  the  world,  how  much  your  poor 
and  holy  life  is  pleaflng  to  him  :  to  the  end  'that 
“  !iiC  children  of  our  flelh  may  not  be  deceived  by 
“  the  Lalfe  promifes  of  the  earth.  Send  me  news  of 
your  holinefs,  the  joy  of  which  may  give  me  a 
good  night’s  repofe,  till  the  cocks  awaken  me  - 
with  the  welcome  declaration  of  your  vifit,” 

I  tits  letter  was  carried  by  a  young  prince,  at¬ 
tended  by  thirty  young  lords  belonging  to  the  court.  - 
Being  returned  to  court  he  reported  to  the  king,, 
with  what  refpea  his  letter  was  received,  and  rrj 
ny  particulars  in  favour  of  Xavier,  concluding,  that 
his  cale  was  quite  different  from  what  their  Bonzas  . 
had  reprefented  ;  and  that  as  to  his  poveity,  pro- 

fcr!y  Speaking,  they  are  not  to  be  accounted  poor 
who  poffefs  as  much  as  they  defire. 
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The  Portuguese  merchants,  with  great  ceremo- 
ny  attended  Xavier  to  the  court,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived  with  every  demonftration  ct  joy  and  rcfpecL 
One  of  the  king’s  attendants  ipeke  to  him  in  tLG 
manner,  “  May  your  arrival,  holy  Bonza,  be  as 
pleating  to  our  king,  as  the  fmiles  of  a  babe  are  to 
its  mother,  who  holds  him  in  her  arms,  which  cer 
tainly  will  be,  for  we  fwear  by  the  hairs  ct  our 

heads,  that  every  thing,  even  to  the  very  walls,  ccn- 
fpire  to  your  good  reception,  and  exciters  us  to  re¬ 
joice  at  your  arrival  i  we  doubt  net  out  ir.  v\  M  turn 
cut  to  the  glory  of  that  God,  of  whom  you  have 
fpoken  fo  greatly  at  Arnanguchi.”  Another  added., 
I  wifi)  you  an  increafe  ct  glory,  and  an  enthe 
accomplifhmeiit  of  hat  detign  which  brought  >  ou 
hither  from  the  extremities  of  the  earth*  Tue  king 


faid  all  the  obliging  things  to  him  that  couid  be  ex¬ 
pelled  from  a.  well-bred  man.  And  laying  atide  all 
the  pomp  of  majetiy,  which  the  kings  of  Japan  are 
never  ufed  to  quit  in  public,  treated  him  with  tlm. 

kindnefs  and  familiarity  of  a  friend. 

The  father  anfwered  all  thele  civilities  ct  the 
prince  with  mod  profound  refpecl  and  iubmitifion  1- 
aftcr  which,  taking  occation  to  declare  Jeius  Ghrill 
to  him,  he  explained  in  few  words,  the  principal 

maxims,  of  Chilian  morality.  Much  converfatiom 

palled- 
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pa  free!  between  them:  the  king  attended  to  ail  he  Paid 
and  made  his  replies  and  enquiries.  Xavier’s  be- 

3Bd  rCPrefen,ation  of  things j.  gave  him  the 
utrr.cfl  fat, sfaa.cn.  Upon  which  the  father  Paid 

“  lpc“,ion  ,heGod  °f  heaven,  from  the  bottom  of 

:>:y  heart»  10  rew’ard  your  majefty  for  all  the  favours 
you  have  heaped  upon  me,  by  bellowing  on  you  the 

b’ght  of  faith,  and  the  virtues  of  Chriftianity  ;  to  the 
end  you  may  ferve  God  faithfully  during  your  life 
and  enjoy  him  eternally  after  death.” 

was  in  this  manner  that  Xavier’s  way  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  declaring  the  gofpel  ,0  ,he  natives  of 
Bungo.  They  came  thronging  from  all  quarters  to 

im  °fGod.  Hi s  public  preaching,  and 
ins  private  convention  had  their  due  effect.  Mul¬ 
titudes  renounced  their  idols,  and  believed  in  Jefus 
nil.  Whole  days  together  were  employed  in 
aptizing  idolaters,  or  in  teaching  new  believers  : 

,°  tuat  the  Portuguefe  could  not  enjoy  him  to 
tnemfelves,  for  their  own  fpiritual  confolation,  un- 
iels  at  feme  certain  hours  cf  the  night,  while  he 
.  35  8'V,n®  bimfelf  feme  breathing  time,  after  his - 
■°ng  labours.  Loving  him  fo  tenderly  as  they  did, 
and  fearing  that  his  continual  labours  might  endan¬ 
ger  his  health,  they  defired  him  to  manage  it  with 
n:ore  caution  ;  and  to  take  at  lea/l  thefe  refteth- 
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ments,  which  human  nature  exa&ed  from  him,  be¬ 
fore  he  funk  at  once  under  fome  diflemper. 

But  he  anfwered  them,  “  That  if  they  truly  lov¬ 
ed  him,  they  would  trouble  themfelves  no  more 
concerning  him  :  that  they  ought  to  look  upon  him 
as  one  who  was  dead  to  all  outward  refrefhments  : 
that  his  nourifhment,  his  fleep,  and  his  life  itfelf, 
confiiled  in  delivering  from  the  tyranny  of  the  de¬ 
vil,  thofe  precious  fouls  for  whofe  fake  chiefly,  God 
had  called  him  from  the  utmoft  limits  of  the  earth.” 

It  was  furprifing  to  fee  how  fwiftly  Chriflianity 
took  footing  in  the  kingdom  of  Bunge. The  common 
and  public  enormities  were  aboiifhed  by  public  e- 
di£fs,  and  fome  inhuman  cruelties  which  had  been 
pradhfed  amongft  them,  were  forbidden,  on  pain  of 
death.  The  king  was  rapt  into  admiration  at  the 
virtues  of  Xavier,  and  confefied  often  to  his  cour¬ 
tiers,  that  when  he  faw  him  appear  at  any  time,  he 
trembled  even  to  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  becaufe 
he  feemed  to  fee  the  countenance  of  the  man  of 
God,  as  a  clear  mirrour,  reprefenting  to  him  the 
abominations  of  his  own  life. 

Xavier  had  been  now  forty  days  at  Tucheo,  and 
the  Portuguefe  merchants  were  in  a  readinefs  to 
let  fail  for  China.  He  accompanied  them  to  take 

his 
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-  of  tiie  king  of  .-Dungo.  i  hat  prince  told 
tiiC  lii^i c oants,  that  he  envied  them  the  company 
Oi  toe  father  ;  that  in  loung  him,  he  feemed  to 
have  loll  his  own  father  ;  and  that  the  thoughts  of 
never  feeing  him  again,  mod  fenfibly  affe&ed  him. 

Xavier  promi  fed  to  return  to  wait  cn  his  majeftv, 
as  foon  as  lie  poffibly  could  ;  that  lie  would  keep 
him  inviolable  in  his  heart  ;  and  that,  in  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  his  favours,  he  fhould  continually* 
fend  up  his  prayers  to  heaven,  that  God  would 
fa  owe  r  upon  him  his  celeflial  bleflings. 

The  king  having  taken  him  a  fide,  to  fay  feme- 
thing  in  private  to  him,  Xavier  laid  hold  on  the  op¬ 
portunity,  and  gav e  him  mofi  important  counfei 
for  the  falvation  of  his  foul.  He  advifed  him  a- 
bov’e  a  1  i  things,  u  To  bear  in  mind ,  how  foon  the 
great  nets  and  pomp  of  this  prelent  life  will  vanifh 
a\i ay  ,  that  life  is  but  flicrt  in  its  own  nature  ; 
tout  we  fcarcely  begin  to  live,  before  death  comes 
on  ,  ana  it  he  thould  not  die  aCbridian,  nothin0* 
Jefs  was  to  be  expelled  than  eternal  mifery. 
Lhat  cn  the  contrary,  whoever  being;  truly  faithful, 
fnould  perfevere  in  the  grace  of  God  after  baptifm, 
fhould  have  a  right  to  an  everlafting  inheritance, 
v/itii  the  Son  of  God,  as  one  of  his  beloved  chil¬ 
dren.” 


He 
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He  defired  him  alfo,  “  to  conftder,  what  was  be¬ 
come  of  to  many  kings  and  emperors  of  Japan  : 
what  advantage  was  it  to  them  to  have  fat  upon  the 
throne,  and  wallowed  in  pleafures  for  lb  many 
years,  being  now  loft  to  all  eternity  !  What  mad- 
nels  was  it  for  a  man  to  condemn  his  own  foul  to 
endlefs  punifhments,  that  his  body  might  enjoy  a 
momentary  fatisfadfion  :  that  there  was  no  king¬ 
dom,  or  empire,  though  the  univerfal  monarchy  of 
the  world  fnould  be  put  into  the  balance,  vvhofe 
lofs  was  not  to  be  accounted  gain,  if  lofmg  them, 
we  attained  to  an  immortal  crown  in  heaven.  That 
thefe  truths,  which  were  indifputable,  had  been 
concealed  from  his  forefathers,  and  even  from  all 


the  Japonians,  by  the  fecret  judgment  of  Almigh 
!\  God,  and  for  the  puuihiment  of  their  oifcnces 
that  for  hts  own  particular,  he  ought  to  provide  fo 
that  account,  which  he  was  to  render  of  himfelf 
How  much  more  guilty  would  he  appear  in  God’ 
pre fence,  if  the  Divine  Providence  having  con- 
duaed  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  even  into  hi 
own  palace,  a  minifter  of  the  gofpei,  to  difeover  :< 
hiij  tiie  paths  of  happinels,  he  tliould  vet  continui 
WilJeied  jnd  wandering  in  the  ditorders  of  liis  life 
Which  the  Lord  avert,  continued  Xavier;  and  tna} 
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it  pieale  Him  to  bear  the  prayers,  which  day  and 
night  1  lhail  pour  out  for  your  converhoru” 

I  his  difeourfe  made  fuch  imprefftens  on  the  king 
and  fo  melted  his  heart,  that  the  tears  trickled  from 
his  eyes  ;  hut  thofe  tears  were  the  only  produdl  of  it 
at  that  time  :  fo  much  was  that  prince,  who  though 
he  had  renounced  thofe  impurities  which  are  abhor¬ 
red  by  nature,  ftill  faiftened  to  fome  other  fenfuai 
pleafures. 

*  Xavier  took  his  leave,  and  returned  to  the  port 
of  Figen,  expedl  mg  to  fet  fail  within  a  few  days. 
But  before  he  could  embark,  the  Bonzas  vvhofe  in- 


terefts  had  fuffered  fo  feverely  by  Xavier’s  labours, 
raifed  a  mo  ft  violent  perfecution  againft  him,  and 
vowed  to  be  content  with  nothing  lefs  than  his  lifes 
which  they  fought  by  all  the  imaginable  ways  of  fraud 
and  violence. 

blow  eager  foever  thofe  merchants  were  to  get 
.out  of  a  country  where  their  lives  were  now  in  con¬ 
tinual  danger,  yet  their  fear  for  Xavier,  who  had 
returned,  and  kept  among  the  new  Chrftuins  of 
the  town,  kept  them  lingering  there  fome  days 
longer.  They  lent  the  captain  of  the  v.efiel  to  him 
in  the  midft  of  the  fto.rm  which  the  Bonzas  had  raifed 
to  defire  him  in  their  name  to  make  hafte  to  them. 
Edward  de  Gamma,  after  a  long  enquiry,  found  him 

at 
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at  iafl  in  a  poor  little  cabin,  with  eignt  Chnflians 
who  were  content  to  die,  provided,  as  they  faid,  it 
might  be  in  the  arms  of  the  man  of  God. 


The  captain  urged  him  with  the  ftrongefl  rea- 

fons  which  he  could  invent,  and  fet  before  him 

•  / 

all  the  dangers  which  attended  him;  particularly  the 
inevitable  danger  of  his  life,  by  the  enraged  Bonzas. 
u  My  brother,  faid  he  to  Gamma,  how  happy  fhould 
I  be  to  receive  what  vou  reckon  a  difgracc,  but  what 
I  count  a  fovereign  felicity  !  But  I  am  unworthy  of 
that  favour  from  Almighty  God,  yet  I  will  not  ren¬ 
der  myfelf  more  unworthy  of  it ;  which  allured ly  I 
fhould  if,  as  things  now  are,  I  embarked  with  you. 
For  what  fcand^l  fhould  I  give  to  my  new  converts  by 
flying  hence  ?  Might  they  not  take  ocqafion  from  it 
to  violate  their  promifes  to  God,  when  they  fhould 
find  me  wanting  to  the  duties  of  my  miniftry  ?  If  in 
confideration  of  that  money,  which  you  have  receiv¬ 
ed  from  your  pafiengers,  you  think  yourfelf  obliged 
to  fecure  them  from  the  danger  which  threatens 

O 


them,  and  for  that  rcafon  have  lummoned  them 
on  board  ;  ought  not  I,  bv  a  flronger  motive,  to 
guard  my  flock,  and  die  with  them  for  the  fake  of 


my  God,  who  is  infinitely  good,  and  who  has  re* 
c e c m e d  me  at  the  price  or  his  own  1 1 1 e ,  by  fu Bering 
tor  me  on  the  crols  ?  Ought  not  I  to  feal  it  with  my 


blood, 


ioo 


the  life  of 

blood,  and  to  publilh  ii  by  my  death,  that  all  men 

are  bound  to  facnfice  their  bicod  and  lives  to  this 
God  of  mercies  !” 

i  his  generous  anfwer  wrought  fo  much  upon 
the  captain,  that  infiead  of  doubling  his  folicitations 
on  Xavier,  he  refolved  not  to  leave  him.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  his  (hip,  and  told  the  merchants  he  was  re- 
(clved  to  live  and  die  with  the  man  of  God,  They 
were  all  unanimous  not  to  defert  him,  and  fo  return¬ 
ed  to  the  town.  Xavier  had  after  this  fevera!  dis¬ 
putations  with  the  mo  ft  famous  of  the  Bonzas,  in 
prefence  of  the  king,  which  proved  no  lefts  for  the 
glory  of  the  goftpei  truth,  and  the  di/credit  of  the 
Bonzas  than  any  thing  which  before  happened. 

The  affection  which  the  king  had  for  Xavier, 
made  him  tearful  at  firft,  left  the  number  and  ivil  * 
dem  of  the  Bonzas,  Ihould  overpower  him  in  their 
debate,  and  lb  expofe  him  to  a  difgrace  in  public  ; 
and  he  difeovered  home  perplexity  on  the  occafton. 
Xavier  perceiving  it,  and  imagining  whence  it 
might  proceed,  begged  of  his  majefty  to  give  the 
Bonzas  leave  of  entrance,  and  alfo  tree  permiflion 
to  ftpeak,  “  For  as  to  what  concerns  me,  he  laid, 
you  need  not  give  yourfelf  the  leaft  diiquiet.  1  h.e 
law  I  preach  is  no  earthly  fcience,  taught  in  any 
of  your  uni verfities,  nor  o!  human  invention.  ’I  i ; 
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a’docfnne  altogether  heavenly,  of  which  GckI  uim- 
i elf  is  the  author.  Neither  ail  the  Bonzas  of  Japan, 
nor  yet  all  the  fcholars  extant  in  the  world,  can 
prevail  againfl  it,  any  more  than  the  (hadows  of  the 
night  againfl  the  beams  of  the  riling  fun. 

It  might  be  tedious  to  relate  at  large,  the  con- 
verfations  which  followed  hereupon.  I  hev  fill 
more  fully  difeovered-  the  greatnefs  of  Xaviers 
parts  and  the  gcodneis  of  his  caufe.  And  conh- 
dering  the  general  applaufe  which  he  received,  and 
the  favour  which  was  (hewed  to  his  doctrines  by 
the  courtiers,  what  is  mod  to  be  wondeied  at  is, 
that  fo  few  of  them  forfook  their  idolatry,  and  turn¬ 
ed  to  the  true  God.  For  although  theie  were  in 
the  kingdom  of  Bungo,  vafi  multitudes  who  aban¬ 
doned  their  idols,  and  received  baptiim,  vet  there 
'  were  hardly  any  of  the  lords  of  the  court,  where 
the  doctrine  of  Chriftianify  was  mofi  fully  ipoken 
of,  who  embraced  the  Chriflian  Jaw.  And  it  wa 
net  till  iome  years  after,  that  the  king  hirnfelf,  ha¬ 
ving  made  many  ferious  reflections  on  the  whofs- 
forne  ad  vice  and  admonitions  of  Xavier,  reformed  his 
hie  altogether,  and  in  the  end  received  baptifm 

I  2  This 


It  is  worthy  remarking  of  this  prince,  that  having 
at  length  renounced  heathenism,  in  token  of  his  embra, 
cing  Chriiuanity ;  he  was  fo  firm  in  the  profeflion  of  it 

that 
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fhi.3  might  indeed  well  be  wondered  at,  if  it 
were  not  always  to  be  remembered,  that  in  true 
converfion,  the  light  of  the  undemanding  avails  no¬ 
thing, .unlefs  the  heart  be  alfo  touched;  and  that, 
till  this  be  done,  all  the  undemanding,  and  all  the 
arguments  in  the  world,  cannot  deni  the  torrent  of 
human  nature’s  evil  propenfitics,  Alas  ! 

‘‘  With  flume  ’tis  fee n,  men’s  paflions  can  prevail. 

Where  reafon,  certairjy,  and  learning  fail.” 

It  was  now  two  years  and  four  months  fince  Xa- 
tier  came  to  Japan  ;  in  which  time  it  pleafed  God, 
by  his  means,  to  deliver  from  the  tyranny  of  th* 
devil  feme  thoufands  of  idolaters.  Having  finilhed 
his  work,  the  time  was  now  come  for  him  to  depart 

thence 

tnat  nothing  could  move  him  therefrom.  He  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  iO  fortunate,  that  his  profperitv  palled  into  a 
proverb.  But  God  was  pleafed  to  try  him  Two 
niont.is  a.  ter  his  baptilm,  the  moft  confiderable  of  his 
uojects,  entering  into  a  league  and  covenant  againft  him, 
out  of  a  hatred  to  Cbnftianity,  and  joining  with  his 
neighbour  princes,  defeated  him  in  a  pitched  battle,  and 
cefpoiled  him  or  all  his  ellates.  He  endured  his  ill- 
fortune  with  great  conftancy ;  and  when  he  was  apbraid- 
^1  by  the  Genn.es,  t,  at  the  change  of  his  religion  had 
oeen  the  cau.e  o.  his  ruin,  lie  made  a  vow  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar,  to  live  and  die  a  Chriftian ;  and  adding  in  his 
zeal,  that  if  ad  Japan,  and  all  Europe  (hou Id  renounce 
our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  yet,  for  his  own  particular,  he 
would  contefs  him  to  the  Jaftgafp  ;  and  be  alv.  ays  ready 

with  God  s  affiftance,  to  Died  his  blood,  in  teftimony  of 
rns  faith.  J 
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thence.  He  embarked  on  board  the  Portuguese 
veftel,  and  left  Japan  for  the  Indies,  on  the  20th 
day  of  Nov.  1551. 


C  Id  A  P.  VII. 

He  forms  the  defign  of  carrying  the  gofpel  to  China: 

The  event  thereof  . 

progrefs  which  the  faith  of  Chrift  had 
made  in  fo  little  time,  in  the  kingdoms  of 
Saxuma,  of  Amanguchi,  and  of  Bungo,  gave  Xavier 
to  conceive  great  hopes  of  the  conversion  of  all  the 
iilands  of  Japan,  if  once  firft  the  Chinefe  (hould  be 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Chrift.  On  that  mo¬ 
tive  he  had  fixed  his  refolution  to  po  to  China 
and  he  declared  that  his  return  to  the  Indies  was 
only  in  order  to  this  intended  voyage,  after  he  had 
firft  regulated  the  affairs  which  required  him  at 
Goa.  On  this  account  he  brought  with  him  from 
Japan  the  tranflation  of  his  catechifm  into  the  Chi  - 
nefe  language  ;  by  the  benefit  of  which,  he  hoped 
to  overcome  the  firft  difficulties,  which  in  matters 
of  converfion  are  always  the  greateft. 

It  was  urged  by  fome  who  knew  his  defign, 
and  underftood  the  affairs  of  China,  that  fuch  an 

undertaking 
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undertaking  was  next  to  impofflble  ;  for,  that  be* 
fiaes  the  ill  understanding  which  was  betwixt  Chi¬ 
na  and  Tortuga!,  it  was  toroidderr  to  (Transfers,  on 
pain  of  death,  or  of  perpetual  iniprifonment,  to  fet 
a  foot  in  teat  kingdom.  They  added,  that  there 
was  no  way  which  they  knew  of  to  get  a  free  and 
certain  entrance  into  that  country  but  that  of  a  fo- 
•  ■.mci  emsafly,  lent  to  the  emperor  from  the  king 
ct  Portugal.  This  was  Paid  t0  Xavier  on  board 
the  flop,  during  his  voyage  from  Japan. 

-Tier  his  arrival  Goa,  he  purfued  his  meafures 
for  the  voyage  of  China,  notwithstanding  all  the 
aimcuhies  which  were  urged  a  gain  ft  it.  He  procur¬ 
ed  of  the  viceroy  cf  the  Indies,  a  grant  of  the  era- 
baffage  propofed  ;  the  expence  of  which,  for  the  mod 
part,  was  out  of  the  king’s  treafures.  One  James 
Pereyra,  a  merchant  and  captain  of  a  ffiip  of  his 
own,  offered  al!  to  affifi,  and  refolved  to  accompany 
-vaviet  thither,  i  he  moil  coldly  and  magnificent  pre¬ 
fers  were  provided  for  the  emperor  of  China,  and  . 
ins  officers  ;  and  every  thing  was  got  in  readinefs.- 
for  the  voyage  with  all  poffible  expedition. 

Before  his  departure,  he  gave  notice  of  ids  inten¬ 
tions  to  king  John.  Part  of  the  letter  is  as  follows. 

“  1  ftali  dl-part  front  Goa,  within  the  compafs 
of  five  days,  intending  fiift  for  Malacca;  from 

whence 
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whence  I  (ball  take  the  way  of  China,  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  James  Pereyra,  who  is  named  embadador. 
We  carry  with  us  the  rich  prefents  which  are  bougnt 
partly  at  the  cod  of  your  rnajedy,  and  partly  at  the 
proper  charges  of  Pereyra.  But  we  carry  alfo  a  fat 
more  precious  prefent  and  fuch  an  one  as  no  king, 
at  lead  to  my  knowledge,  has  made  the  like  to  any 
other  prince;  namely  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chnd  I 
And  if  the  emperor  of  China  once  knew  its  value, 

I  am  confident  he  would  prefer  that  treafure,  before 
all  his  own,  how  immenfe  foever  they  may  be. 
I  hope  that  at  length,  Almighty  God  will  look  with 
eyes  of  pity,  on  that  vad  empire;  and  that  he  will 
make  known  to  thofe  great  multitudes,  who  are  all 

made  ^fter  his  own  1 » i  a  ,  y 

Saviour  of  man,  Chrid  Jefus*  v 

li  We  are  three  in  company,  who  go  to  China 
with  Pereyra  ;  and  our  defire  is  to  free  from  prilon 
thofe  Portuguefe,  who  arc  there  languiftiing  in 
chains  ;  and  above  all  things,  to  make  war  with 
the  devils,  and  their  adherents.  On  which  occa- 
fion,  we  {hall  declare  to  the  emperor  fird,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  all  his  fubjedls,  from  the  King  of  heaven, 
the  great  injury  they  have  done  Him,  in  giving  the 
devils  that  adoration,  which  is  only  due  to  the  true 
God,  creator  of  mankind,  and  to  Jefus  Chrid  their 

judge 
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judge  and  .natter.  The  undertaking  may  feem 
bo.d,  to  come  amongft  barbarians,  and  dare  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  a  mighty  monarch,  f0  declare  the  truth 
to  h.m,  and  reprehend  his  vices.  But  we  doubt  not 

h‘S  Power>  which  infinitely  furpattes  that  of  the 
emperor  of  China.  Thus  our  whole  fuccefs  being 
m  the  hands  of  God,  what  caufe  of  dittrutt  or  fear 

iS  “  P°,'nble  for  us  to  !»ve  ?  For  certain  it  is,  our 
p.y  apprehenfion  ou8ht  to  be  that  of  offending 

iim’  and  of  inci!rn'ng  thofe  puniftments  which  are 
ordained  for  wicked  men-  But  my  hopes  are  in¬ 
comparably  great,  when  I  confider,  that  God  has 
made  choice  of  ..fuch  weak  infi rumen ts,  and  fuch 
^nners  as  we  are,  for  fo  high  an  employment,  as  to 
to  carry  the  light  of  the  gofpel  almofl,  1  may  fay,  in¬ 
fo  another  world  ;  to  a  nation  blinded  with  idola- 
*ry,  and!  given  up  to  vice.” 

The  time  being  come  for  their  embarkation, 
Xavier  affembled  the  fathers  of  the  college,  and 
di/courfed  largely  to  them  of  the  virtues  neceffary 
to  the  apoftolic  vocation.  And  then,  embracing 
them  with"  weeping,  he  recommended  to  them, 
above  all  things,  conftancy  in  their  vocation  ;  toge¬ 
ther  with  ari  unfeigned  humility,  which  was  to  have 
for  its  foundation,  a  true  knowledge  of  themfelves, 

and 
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atid  particularly  a  moll  prompt  obedience.  lie  left 
Goa  the  14th  day  of  April  1552. 

They  were  no  fooner  arrived  at  Malacca,  and  the 
affair  made  known  to  the  governor,  than  all  the  fair 
hopes  of  China  began  to  vanilh.  The  governor 
had  an  old  grudge  towards  Pereyra.  His  envy  and 
relentment  carried  him  fo  far  as  to  have  the  fhip 
feized,  and  the  rudder  taken  away.  And  to  cover 
his  pallion  with  the  pretext  of  public  good,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  common  practice  of  men  in  power,  he 
loudly  declared  that  the  interefts  of  the  crown  had 
conftrained  him  to  a£l  in  this  manner;  that  being 
apprehenfive  of  a  war  again!!  Malacca,  he  could  not 
have  too  many  (hips  in  readinefs  ;  with  a  great  deal 
to  the  lame  purpole.  But  this  pretence  was  fcon 
exploded  by  the  arrival  of  fomc  Portuguefe  vefTels, 
who  fully  proved  thofe  apprehenfions  to  be  ground- 
lefs.  In  lhort,  the  outrages  of  the  governor,  carried 
liiw  beyond  all  bounds  ;  and  his  interefl  and  au¬ 
thority  prevailed  utterly  to  defeat  the  embaOage, 
2nd  to  ruin  Pereyra. 

7  he  deplorable  condition  of  Alvarez,  the  gover¬ 
ns4,  who  was  now  become  impudent  in  impiety  ; 
the  ruin  of  his  friend  Pereyra  ;  the  embafly  of  China 
utterly  deflroyed  ;  all  theie  together,  deeply  affec-  ] 
ted  Xavier,  and  made  him  figh  from  the  bottom  of 

Lis 
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his  foul  ;  and  fo  much  the  more,  becaufe  he  impu¬ 
ted  thele  fo  great  misfortunes  to  himfelf;  as  he 
gave  Pereyra  to  undcrfland,  fo  whom  he  exprefl'ed 
him.clt  in  writing,  becaufe  he  knew  not  with  what 
face  to  fee  him.  This  letter  has  fo  much  of  a  no-' 
ble  fpirit  in  it,  and  breathes  fo  much  of  the  humble 

mind  of  the  true  Chriflian,  that  it  well  deferves  a 
place  here. 

“  Slnce  the  greatnefs  of  my  fi ns,  faid  he,  have 
been  the  xeafon,  why  God  Almighty  would  not 
make  ufe  of  us  two  for  the  enterprize  of  China,  it  is 
upon  mytelf  that  I  ought  in  confcience  to  lay  the 
fault.  They  are  my  offences  which  have  ruined 
your  fortunes,  and  have  caufed  you  to  iofe  a!l  your 
expences,  for  the  embafty  of  China.  Yet  God  is 
my  witnefs,  that  1  love  him,  and  that  I  love  you  al¬ 
io*  And  I  confefs  to  )^ou,  that  if  my  intentions  had  not 
been  right,  I  ihould  yet  be  more  afhicled  than  I  am. 
The  favour  which  I  defire  of  you  is,  that  you  would 
not  come  to  fee  me;  for  I  fear  left  the  condition  to 
which  you  are  reduced,  fhould  ftill  augment  the 
trouble  which  I  have  already  on  your  account,  and 
that  your  forrow  might  be  the  occafion  of  encreafing 
mine-.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  this  difgrace  of 
yours  may  be  of  advantage  to  you.  As  for  the  gover¬ 
nor,  who  has  broken  our  voyage,  I  have  no  fai  ¬ 
th  ec 
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ther  communication  with  him.  God  forgive  him  ; 
I  pity  him  and  lament  his  condiiion  ;  for  he  will 
foon  be  punifhed,and  more  feverely  than  he  thinks.” 

But  though  Xavier  wrote  very  prefling  letters  to 
the  k*ng  of  Portugal,  in  favour  of  Pereyra,  he  wrote 
nothing  againfl  Don  Alverez  ;  and  Alvercz  himfelf 
was  witnefs  of  it,  having  intercepted  the  letters  of  the 
father.  In  reality,  he  found  not  the  leaf!  expreflion 

of  complaint  aguinfl  him  :  at  which  he  was  won¬ 
derfully  furprized. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

He  goes  into  the  ifland  of  Sancian  ;  and  dies  there . 

JAVIER,  notwithftanding  this  difappointment, 
and  all  that  followed  thereupon,  retained  his 
purpole  of  vifiting  China,  and  preaching  the  gofpel 
there.  He  thought  if  he  could  get  into  an  ifland 
winch  was  neighbouring  to  Canton,  he  might  from 
thence  go  privately  over  into  the  continent  :  that  if 
he  were  flopped,  and  put  in  prifon,  he  fhould  at  lead 
preach  to  the  prifoners  ;  that  from  the  prifons  the 
Chriflian  doctrines  might  fpread  into  the  towns,  and 
poffibly  might  reach  the  court  :  that  perhaps  alfo. 


the  great  men  of  the  empire,  and  even  the  emperor 
himfelf,  might  have  the  curiofify  to  fee  a  man,  who 
pubiifhed  fo  new  a  faith  ;  anti  then  he  might  gain 
an  opportunity  of  declaring  the  whole  law  of  Jefus 
Chrift. 

With  thefe  confiderations,  he  took  up  the  de- 
fign  of  embarking  in  the  Santa  Cruz,  a  (flip  which 
the  governor  of  Malacca  was  fending  out  for  Sanci- 
an  ;  and  he  did  fo  accordingly.  They  arrived  at 
that  ifland,  twenty -three  days  after  their  departure 
from  Malacca. 

Here  he  exercifed  himfelf  continually  in  works 
of  mercy  and  of  piety,  purfuing  at  the  fame  time 
every  poffible  and  prudent  meafure,  to  accomplifh 
his  defign  upon  China.  New  difficulties  came  in 
his  way  :  the  Portuguefe  upon  the  iuand,  and  in 
the  fliips,  all  fat  about  diffuading  him  from  fo  haz¬ 
ardous  an  enterprize,  urging  withal  the  mcfl  weigh¬ 
ty  and  terrible  reafons  which  they  could  devife  to 
prevail  on  him.  But  he  had  fortified  his  refolu- 
tions  with  more  potent  reafons,  and  anfwered  the 
merchants  with  a  fpirit  and  tone  which  aftonifhed 
them.  “  What,  faid  he,  can  men  or  demons  and 
their  minifters  do  again!!  me  ?  Surely  no  more  than 
what  is  permitted  them  by  the  fovereign  Lord  of  all 
the  world.  Add,  that  in  giving  up  myfelf  in  this 

manner, 


1  "■ 


FRANCIS  XAVIER. 


1 1 1 


manner,  I  ilia  11  obey  my  Lord  Je ( us,  who  declares 
In  his  gofpel,  That  wkofocve.r  will  five  his  hfefiah 
loft  it ,  and  who  jo  ever  to  ill  loft  his  hje  j or  my  Jake, 
[had  find  it*  Our  Saviour  alio  fays,  That  he  toko 
having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough,  looketh  hack,  is 
not  ft  for  the  kingdom  of  God.  "I  he  lofs  of  toe 
body  being  then  without  companion  ieio  !o  be  fear¬ 
ed,  than  that  of  the  foul,  according  to  the  principles 
of  eternal  vvifdom,  1  am  refolverl  on  this  undertak¬ 
ing.  In  hue,  I  have  fet  up  my  red  ;  and  nothing 
is  capable  of  altering  my  reloinlion.  Let  all  the 
powers  of  hell  break  loofe  upon  me,  1  delp'.k*  them, 
provided  Qml  ht.  ©n  my  iher  if  he  be  far  us, 

vs  ho  Shall  be  again;  It  us?"* 

He  agreed  wish  a  Cbirsefe  isbci chant  tor  a  cert- 121 
finra  of  money »  which  bad  been  given  him  for  that 
puu-p£>;iie,;  to  cnetvcy  him  into  the  province  of  Cantor*. 
This  merchant:  proem  fed  to  hide  Xavier  cn  his  own 
bouie  four  ciaysv.  But  fsrft  of  all  ,,  be-  exmded  a  pro- 
mrfe  of  fecrefy  from  him,  that  no  torments,  however 
cruel,  fhould  bring  him  to  confefs,  either  the  name 
or  the  houfe  of  him  who  had  fet  him  on  fhore. 
Xavier ’made  as  foiemn  an  engagement  as  he  could 
defire  ;  not  without  knowledge  at  the  fame  time,  of 

the  hazard  which  he  ran,  as  himfelf  related  to  one  cf 

* 

his  deared  friends. 


“  I 


I  perceive,  faid  he,  two  dangers  which  are  al- 
mofi  inevitable  in  this  aftair.  On  the  one  fide,  their 
is  grCrtt  caufe  or  apprehenfion  Jell  the  idolatrous  mer¬ 
chant  having  received  the  price  of  my  pafTage,  fhould 
throw  me  over-board,  or  leave  me  on  feme  defert  ifl- 
and  :  on  the  other, left  the  governor  of  Canton  fhould 
dik  barge  ms  fury  upon  me  and  make  me  an  example 
to  ah  Grangers,  by  putting  me  to  a  cruel  death  or 


condemning  me  to  perpetual  imprifonment.  But  in 
cale  I  follow  the  voice  which  calls  me,  and  obey  the 
i-'Ord,  I  count  my  life  and  liberty  as  nothing.” 

iie  entertained  himfelfday  and  night  with  the 
prafpc£l  ©f  bringing  glory  to  God,  in  the  conver- 


fion  of  the  Chincies,  and  of  difpofTeffing  the  devil  of 
theiargeft  empire  in  the  world;  “  If  yet,  faid  he, 


a  <hall  pleafe  almighty  God,  to  employ  fo  vile  an 
inftrument  as  I  am,  in  fo  glorious  an  undertaking.” 
Taken  up  with  thefe  and  fuch  like  meditations  he 
.ue  often  took  his  walk  along  the  Chore,  and  turning 
his  eyes  towards  that  defired  country  fent  out  many 
an  ardent  fjgh  !  He  faid  fometimes  among  his  friends 
tnat  his  only  wifti,  was  to  be  fet  down  at  the  gates 


of  Canton,  and  troubled  not  bimfelf  with  what  might 
happen  afterwards. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Portuguese  fiiil  vehemently 
•  * 

oppofed  his  defign  ;  and  the  merchant  with  whom 
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vided  it  amongfl  them,  for  the  afFe£lion  which  they 
bore  toward  him. 

H  is  flature  was  fomewhat  above  the  middle 
fize  ;  his  conftitution  firong  ;  his  air  had  a  mixture 
of  pleafingnefs  and  majefly  ;  he  was  frelh  coloured 
and  well  proportioned.  His  continual  labours  had 
made  him  grey  betimes;  and  in  the  lail  year  of 
of  his  life  he  was  grizzled  almofl  to  whitenefs. 

When  it  was  publicly  known  that  he  was  dead, 
his  moil  declared  enemies  were  fmote  with  the  mod 
refpe6\ful  veneration  for  his  memory.  The  very 
enemies  of  Jefus  Chriil,  fome  of  the  infidels  of  In¬ 
dia  and  Japan,  paid  him  reverence.  They  fpoke 
of  him  as — The  man  of  prodigies,  the  friend  of 
heaven,  the  mailer  of  nature  ;  and  went  fo  far  as  to 
call  him  the  God  of  the  world. 

The  pagans  had  a  cuflom,  that  in  confirmation 
of  a  truth  they  would  hold  a  red  hot  iron  in  their 
hands,  with  other  fuperditions  of  the  like  nature. 
But  after  that  father  Francis  came  to  be  held  in 
great  veneration  through  the  Indies,  they  (even  du¬ 
ring  his  life-time)  fwore  folemnly  by  his  name  ; 
and  fuch  an  oath  was  generally  received  for  the 
highefl  alteration  of  a  truth. 

Nor  was  it  only  the  Indians  and  Japonians  that 
honoured  Xavier,  and  held  him  in  fuch  reputation, 

both 
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both  living  and  when  dead  :  he  was  heard  of  like- 
wife,  and  even  defired  to  he  feen  in  other  heathen 
countries,  /siphon jo  ILeon  Barbuda,  who  has  tra¬ 
velled  over  ah  the  coafls  of  Afric,  reports,  that  in 
the  kingdom  of  Sofala,  beyond  the  great  river  Cu~ 
ama,  and  in  the  ifies  about  it,  the  name  of  father 
brands  was  in  high  repute,  and  that  thefe  Moors 
never  mentioned  him  but  with  the  addition  of  a 


world t rfu l  ma  n . 

It  alio  happened,  that  in  many  places  of  the  In¬ 
dies  the  new  converts  built  churches  in  honour  of 
father  Francis,  through  a  precipitate  and  indifereet 
dc  vvlhiiCiuj  8a*<22r  good  afteamag  a&d  their  zeal 

are  mlf  capable  ef  ea.c»£ttjr- 
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CONTAINING  CHIEFLY  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  HIS 
PARTICULAR  GRACES,  RELIGIOUS 
MAXIMS,  AND  COUNSELS. 


CHAP.  I. 


His  exercife  of  Prayer . 

O  exterior  cmyloyments,  how  many  or  how 


various  foever,  could  divert  him  from  the 


contemplation  of  heavenly  things.  Being  at  Goa, 
his  ordinary  retirement  after  dinner  was  into  the 
clock-houfe  of  the  church,  to  avoid  the  interruption 
of  any  perfon  ;  and  there,  during  the  fpace  of  two 
hours,  he  had  clofe  communion  with  his  God.  But 
he  was  not  mafier  of  himfelf  on  thefe  occafions, 
fo  as  to  regulate  his  time,  and  that  he  was  Some¬ 
times  obliged  to  leave  his  privacy,  he  ordered  a 
young  man  of  the  feminary  of  Sainte  Foy,  whofe 
name  was  Andrew,  to  come  and  give  him  notice, 
when  the  two  hours  to  which  he  was  limited  were 
expired. 


One 
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One  day  when  the  father  was  to  fpeak  with  the 
viceroy,  Andrew  being  come  to  inform  him,  found 
him  feated  on  a  little  chair,  with  his  hands  acrofs 
his  breaft,  a?  d  his  eyes  fixed  on  heaven*  When  he 
he  had  iooked  on  him  a- while  attentively,  he  at 
length  called  him;  but  finding  that  the  father  an- 
fwerd  not,  he  fpoke  yet  louder  and  made  a  ncife. 
All  this  was  to  no  purpofe  :  Xavier  continued  im¬ 
moveable  and  Andrew  went  his  way  ;  having  fome 
fciuple  to  ciifiurb  a  man  that  had  the  appearance 
ofan  angel,  and  feemed  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  the 
fouls  in  paradile.  He  returned  neverthelefs  about 
two  hours  after  and  found  him  fi ill  in  the  fame  pof- 
ture. 

The  young  man  fearing  he  (hould  not  comply 
with  duty,  if  coming  the  fecond  time,  he  (hould  not 
make  himfelf  be  heard,  began  to  pull  and  to  jogg 
him*  Xavier  at  length  returning  to  himfelf,  was 
in  a  wonder  at  the  firfi,  that  the  two  hours  (hould 
fo  foon  be  (lipped  away ;  but  coming  to  know, 
that  be  bad  remained  in  that  place  beyond  four 
hours,  he  went  out  with  Andrew,  to  go  to  the  palace 
of  the  viceroy.  But  he  was  Hill  rapt  in  contempla¬ 
tion,  without  well  knowing  whither  he  went.  He 
returned  as  night  was  beginning  to  come,  on  and 
faid  to  his  attendant,  “  My  fon,  we  will  take  ano¬ 
ther 
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ther  time  to  fee  the  governor  ;  it  is  the  will  of  Gcd, 
that  this  prefcrst  day  (hould  be  wholly  His.” 

Another  time,  walking  through  the  ftreets  of 
of  the  fame  city  his  thoughts  were  fo  wholly  taken 
up  with  God, that  he  perceived  not  a  furious  elephant, 
who  being  broken  loofe,  caufed  a  general  terror, 
and  every  man  made  hafte  out  of  his  way.  It  was 
in  vain  to  cry  out  to  Xavier,  that  he  might  avoid  him, 
he  heard  nothing,  and  the  enraged  bead  palled 
very  near  him,  without  his  knowledge. 

In  his  voyages  at  fea,  he  continued  earneHIy  in 
prayer,  from  midnight  even  to  fun-rifing,  and  that 
regularly.  1  rom  thence  it  came  almoH  to  a  proverb 
among!!  the  feamen,  “  that  nothing  was  to  be  fear¬ 
ed  in  the  night,  becaufe  father  Francis  watched  the 
vedel;  and  the  tempefis  durft  not  trouble  them 
while  he  held  coverfation  with  God.” 


He  often  paffed  the  night  in  the  open  air  ;  anc 

nothing  fo  much  elevated  his  foul  to  God  as  the  view 

of  heaven,  fpangled  over  and  fowed  as  it  were  will 

<Grs.  It  is  indeed  a  folemn  and  ir.flruttive  prof- 
pe£I ; 

“  ”HS  nature’sfyftem  of  divinity  :  ' 

And  humble  ,  pure  and  heavenly  minded  hearts 
Are  here  infpired. 

His  Itfve  lets  down  thofe  filver  chains  oflieht 

lo  draw  up  man’s  ambition  to  himfelf, 

And  bind  our  chafte  affeflions  to  his  throne. 

^  Some- 
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Sometimes  in  the  midft  of  converfation,  he  was 
called  a  fide  of  God,  by  certain  fudden  illuminations 
which  obliged  him  to  retire.  And  when  afterwards 
they  fought  him,  he  was  found  immoveable  upon  hi$ 
knees  in  fome  lonely  place,  as  it  were  ingulphed 
in  deep  meditations.  And  his  intenfenefs  was  lome- 
times  fuch,  that  he  could  not  be  brought  to  himfelf 
by  pulling  him  by  the  robe,  and  violently  ihaking 
him. 

The  delights  which  he  enjoyed  at  fuch  times, 
are  only  to  be  comprehended  by  fuch  fouls  as  have 
received  from  heaven  the  like  favours.  Indeed  if 
it  be  poffible  for  man  to  enjoy  on  earth  the  felicities 
of  heaven,  it  is  then,  when  the  foul  tranfported  out 
of  itfelf,  is,  as  it  were,  plunged  and  loft  in  the  abyfs 
of  God. 

But  it  was  not  only  in  thefe  kind  of  tranfports, 
that  Xavier  was  intimately  united  to  our  Lord:  in 
the  midft  of  his  labours  he  had  his  foul  recolledl- 
ed  in  God,  without  any  diftipation,  caufed  by  the 
multitude  or  intricacy  of  affairs  :  infomuch  that  he 
remained  entire  in  all  he  did,  and  at  the  iame  time 
whole  in  Him,  for  whofe  honour  he  was  then  em- 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Of  his  love  to  God- 

'JpHIS  fo  clofe,  and  fo  continual  an  union,  could 
only  proceed  from  a  tender  charity.  The  di¬ 
vine  love  burned  him  up  in  fuch  a  manner  that  his 
very  face  appeared  fometimes,  as  it  were,  on  fire. 
Frequently  in  preaching,  and  in'  walking,  he  felt  in 
himfelf  fuch  inward  ardour,  that  not  being  able  to 
endure  it,  he  was  eonflramed  to  give  himfelf  air, 
by  opening  his  garment  before  his  breaft.  And 
this  he  has  been  feen  to  do  on  many  occafions,  at 
Malacca,  and  at  Goa  ;  in  the  garden  of  St.  Paul’s 
college,  and  in  the  fandy  walks  by  the  fea-fhoje. 

Words  of  holy  alFetSlion  buifl  out  and  fallied 
from  nis  lips  very  frequently,  which  were  no  other 
than  the  flames  of  a  burning  hcait.  As  for  exam¬ 
ple,  0  mofl  Holy  Trinity  !  0  my  Creator  !  0  my 
Jefu  •  0  Je:fh  the  defer e  0/  my  foul!  Me  fpoke 
tn ole  words  in  Latin,  that  he  might  net  be  under- 
ftood  by  the  common  people:  and  being  on  the 
coaft  of  Filhery,  at  the  kingdom  of  Travancor,  and 
at  the  Moluccas,  he  was  heard  to  fpeak  fo  many 
times  every  day  thefe  words,  0  feanSiJfema  Trinitas  ; 
O  moR  holy  Trinity  !  That  the  moR  idolatrous 

barbarians, 
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barbarians,  when  they  found  themfelves  in  extreme 
danger,  or  that  they  would  exprefs  their  amazement 
at  any  thing,  pronounced  thefe  very  words,  without 
undemanding  any  thing  more  of  them,  than  that 
they  believed  they  were  holy  and  myfterious. 

Even  fleep  itielf  had  not  the  power  to  interrupt 
thofe  tender  afpirations  ;  and  all  the  night  long  he 


has  fometimes  been  heard  to  fay,  0  my  Jefus,  0  my 
foul’s  delight!  or  ether  expreflions  as  full  of  ten- 
dernefs  ;  which  Tewed  the  inclinations  of  his  heart. 
Being  out  of  his  fenfes,  by  the  violence  of  a  burn¬ 


ing  fever,  both  at  Bozambique  and  at  Sanc'ian,  he 
fpoke  or  Ooci  and  to  God,  with  more  fervency  than 
ever  :  infomuch  that  his  delirium  feemed  only  a  re¬ 
doubling  of  his,  love. 


He  was  fo  fcnfible  of  the  interefts.of  the  Divine 
Majefl  v,  that  being  touched  to  the  ouick  with  the 
enormity  of  thofe  crimes,  that  were  committed  in 
the  new  wosld  (the  Indies)  he  writ  to  a  bieud  cf 
his  in  thefe  very  terms:  “  I  have  fometimes  an  ab¬ 
horrence  of  my  life,  and  would  rather  chute  to  die, 
than  to  behold  fo  many  outrages  done  againfi  Jefus 
Chriil,  without  being  able  either  to  hinder  or  re¬ 
pair  them.” 

That  he  might  always  keep  alive  the  fire  of  di¬ 
vine  love,  he  had  incedantly  before  his  eyes,  the 

fuffe  tings 
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fufFerings  of  our  Lord.  At  (he  fight  of  the. wounds 

/ 

and  of  the  blood  of  a  crucified  God,  he  fell  into 
fighs  and  tears,  and  languifhments,  and  extafies  of 

love  !  Fie  was  confumed  with  the  zeal  of  returning 

« 

his  Saviour  life  for  life  !  Martyrdom  was  his  pre¬ 
dominant  pallion  ,*  and  his  fentiments  are  a  conti¬ 
nual  proof  of  it.  **  It  fometimes  happens,  through 
a  fingular  favour  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  (fays  he  in 
one  of  his  letters)  that  for  the  fervice  of  God,  we 
run  ourfelves  into  the  hazard  of  death.  But  we 
ought  to  bear  in  mind,  that  we  are  born  nioifal  ; 
and  that  a  CariQian  is  bound  to  defire  nothing 
more  than  to  lay  down  his  life  for  Jefus  (Thrift 

From  hence  proceeded  that  abundant  joy  which 
he  conceived,  when  fome  of  the  newly  converted 
Chriflians  poured  out  their  blood  for  Chrift’s  fake. 
He  ivrote  to  fome  of  the  fathers,  his  brethren,  on 
cccafion  of  the  malTacre  of  the  baptifed  Manarocs  in 
thefe  terms.  We  are  obliged  to  rejoice  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  that  martyrs  are  not  wanting,  even  in 
cur  decaying  times :  and  to  give  him  thanks,  that 
feeing  fo  few  perfons  make  the  right  ufe  of  his 
grace  for  their  lalvation,  he  permits  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  happy,  ihall  be  completed  through  the 
cruelty  of  men. 

“  Admirable  news,  (fays  he,  elfewhere)  is  late- 

I.  2  ly 
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]y  come  from  the  Moluccas:  they  who  labour  there 
i;i.the  Lord’s  vineyard,  fuffer  exceedingly,  and  are 
in  continual  hazard  of  their  lives.  I  imagine  that 
the  riles  Del  Mora  will  give  many  martyrs  to  our 
fociety,.  and  they  foon  be  called  the  ifies  of  mar¬ 
tyrdom.  Let  our  brethren  then,  who  defire  to 
fbed  their  blood  for  Jefus  Chrift,  be  of  good  cou¬ 
rage,  and  anticipate  their  future  joy  :  they  will 
have  wherewithal  to  fatisfy  their  longings.” 

I  he  fame  love  which  infpired  him  with  the 
deure  ol  dying  for  our  Saviour,  made  him  breathe 
after  the  fight  and  pofleffion  of  God.  He  fpoke  not 
hut  of  paradite,  and  concluded  altnofl  all  his  letters, 
<\ith  \v ifhing  there  to  meet  his  brethren. 


— -  ff  m*rn}W  ■  ■  « 

C  H  A  P.  III. 

OJ  his  lovz  of  man . 

*  S  e  c  T.  i. 

IIis  chanty  towards  the.  poor  and  diftreffed* 

I S  charity  was  not  confined  to  words  and 
thoughts  ;  it  fhone  cut  in  his  works  and  ac¬ 
tions,  and  particularly  extended  itfelflo  the  fervlce 
of  his  neighbour.  Xavier  feemed  to  be  only  born 

for  . 
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for  (he  relief  of  the  diftreffed.  Me  loved  the  Tick 
with  tendernefs  ;  and  to  attend  them  was  what  he 
called  his  pleafure. 

Though  all  the  miferable  were  dear  to  him, 
yet  he  afhfled  the  prifoners  after  a  more  particular 
manner,  with  the  charities  which  he  gathered.  In 
Goa  he  employed  one  day  of  the  week  in  doing 
good,  according  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  to  fuch 
who  were  overwhelmed  with  debts.  If  they  had  not 
wherewithal  to  pay  off  their  creditors  entirely,  he, 
by  his  conduct  and  civility,  got  them  fometimes  to 
forgive,  at  lead,  a  part  of  what  was  owing  to  them. 
1  he  poor,  with  one  common  voice  called  him  their 
father,  and  he  alfo  regarded  them  as  his  children. 
Nothin  g  was  given  him,  but  what  pafl'ed  through 
his  hands  into  theirs  who  were  members  of  Tcfus 

Chrift  ;  even  fo  far  as  to  deprive  himfelf  of  necef- 
faries. 

He  recommended  without  ceafing  his  friendsar.d 
benefa&ors  to  our  Lord.  But  the  perfecutors  of 
Xavier  had  a  greater  (hare  in  his  devotions  than  any 
other,  and  at  the  fame  time  when  lie  was  treated  to 
unworthily  by  the  governor  of  Malacca  he  daily  ad- 
dreffed  heaven  in  his  behalf.  He  was  ufed  to  fay, 
that  to  render  good  for  evil,  was  in  fome  fort  a  di¬ 
vine  revenge.  And  be  revenged  himfelf  in  that 


very 
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very  fort  on  the  governor  ofComcrine;  which  In 
one  of  his  letters  is  thus  attefled:  “  My  dear  brother 
in  Jefus  Chrift  (thus  he  wrote  to  F.  Manfilla)  I  hear 
uncomfortable  news,  that  the  governor’s  fhip  is  de- 
firoyed  by  fire,  that  his  houfes  are  alfo  burned  down, 
that  he  is  retired  intoa  ifland  and  has  nothing  left 

him,  even  for  the  neceflary  provifions  of  life.  I  de- 

' 

fire  you,  out  of  Chriftian  charity,  to  go  among  the 
fiif  to  his  relief,  with  your  Chriftans  of  Punical. 
J  have  written  earneftly  to  the  chief  of  the  people, 
that  they  furnifh  you  with  all  things  neceffary.  I 
would  go  in  perfon  to  the  affiftance  of  the  gover¬ 
nor,  if  1  thought  my  prefence  would  be  acceptable 
to  him.  But  of  late  he  hates  me,  and  has  writ¬ 
ten,  that  he  could  not  exprefs,  without  giving 
fcandal,  all  the  evils  I  have  done  him.  Gcd  can 
bear  me  witnefs,  if  ever  I  have  done  him  the  leaf 
prejudice.” 


Sect.  2. 

His  zeal] or  fouls* 

I3IS  charity  towards  his  neighbour,  did  princi¬ 
pally  appear,  in  what  he  did  for  the  converficn  of 
fouls.  It  is  difficult  to  enumerate  all  his  travels  by 
land,  and  his  voyages  by  fea.  But  from  what  is  well 
and  generally  known  of  them  it  might  be  thought 

he 
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had  fcarcc  leifure  to  do  any  thing  but  travel.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  particular  accounts  which  have  been 
taken,  and  the  calculations  made  of  his  journies  ; 
and  according  to  the  rules  of  our  geographers,  who 
have  exactly  meafured  the  terredrial  globe,  they 
exceeded  by  many  times,  the  circumference  of  the 
world. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lead  of  his  buhnefs  in 
his  travels  was  to  travel.  And  they  uho  were 
belt  acquainted  with  him,  report  of  him,  what  Su 
Chryfodome  faid  of  tire  apodle  St.  Paul,  Tacit  he 
ran  through  the  world  with  an  incredible  fwiftnejs , 
and  as  it  were  on  the  wing  !  A  et  not  without  la¬ 
bour,  nor  that  labour  without  fruit  ;  but  preaching, 
baptizing,  difputing  with  the  Gentiles,  rooting  out 
idolaters,  reforming  manners ;  and  endeavouring 
every  where  to  eOablifh  Chridian  piety.  His  la¬ 
bours  were  attended  with  all  the  inconveniencies  of 
life  ;  and  thofe  who  narrowly  obferved  him  have 
laid,  it  was  a  continual  miracle  that  he  lived,  during 
the  inceffant  fvveat  of  ten  years  toiling. 

Plow  painful  foever  were  the  functions  of  his 
miniftry,  he  acquitted  himfelf  of  them  with  io  much 
promptitude  and  joy,  that  by  the  relation  ot  one 
who  conhantly  attended  him,  he  feemed  to  do  na¬ 
turally  all  he  did.  Thefe  are  the  very  words  of 

tiie 
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the  relater :  “  The  father  mader  Francis,  in  ia- 
bouring  for  the  falvation  of  the  Saracens  and  idola¬ 
ters,  feetvsed  to  aft  not  by  any  infufed,  or  acquired 
virtue,  but  by  a  natural  motion  :  for  he  could  nei¬ 
ther  live,  nor  take  the  lead  pleafure,  but  in  evan¬ 
gelical  employments.  In  them  he  found  even  his 
repofe  ;  and  to  him  it  was  no  labour,  to  condua 
others  to  the  love  and  knowledge  of  his  God.” 

I  hus  a!fo,  whenfoever  there  was  the  lead  pro¬ 
bability,  that  the  gofpel  might  be  planted  in  any 
new  country  of  the  Gentiles,  he  flew  thither,  in 
defpite  of  all  threatening  difficulties.  The  certain 
number  is  not  known  of  thofe  who  were  converted 
by  his  means ;  but  the  received  opinion  amounts 
it  to  above  an  hundred  thoufand  fouls  ;  many  of 
whom  generoudy  died  for  the  love  they  had  to  Je- 
fus  Chi  ld.  Pedro  Martinez  proteds  to  have  heard 
the  prince  of  the  idand  of  Rofalao  fay,  “  That  thor 
all  the  world  diould  arm  againd  him,  they  d,0u!d 

never  be  able  to  tear  that  perfuafion,  which  father 
Francis  had  infpired  into  him.” 

He  poured  out  many  a  prayer  to  God  in  their 
behalf:  one  which  he  often  made  ufc  of,  he  wrote 
down  in  Latin,  and  is  as  follows: 

°  eternai  God,  creator  of  all  things;  merci¬ 
fully  remember  that  the  fouls  of  infidels,  are  the 

work 
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work  of  thy  hands,  and  that  they  are  created  to  thy 
refemblance.  Behold,  O  Lord,  how  hell  is  filled 
with  them,  to  the  difnonour  of  thy  name.  Re¬ 
member  thatJefusChrift,  thy  Son,  for  their  falvation 
fufFered  a  mod  cruel  death!  Permit  not,  I  befeech 
Thee,  that  he  fhould  be  defpifed  Dy  thofe  idolaters. 
Call  to  mind  thy  own  compafiions  I  Forget,  O 
Lord  their  infidelity,  and  work  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
at  length  they  may  acknowledge  for  their  God  our 
Savour  Jefus  Chrid,  whom  Thou  had  fent  into  the 
•world,  and  who  is  our  falvation,  our  life,  our  refur- 
xe£iion ;  by  whom  we  have  been  redeemed  from  hell, 
and  to  whom  be  glory  now  and  evermore. 

Sect.  c*. 

kJ 

The  various  indujlry  oj his  zeal . 

THE  indudry  which  Xavier  employed  in  con¬ 
verting  the  nations  of  the  Ead,  or  in  (Lengthening 
their  converfion,  was  of  various  forts  As  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  him  to  preach  always  or  in  all  places,  he 
writ  many  indru&ions  relating  to  faith  and  chrid- 
ian  practice;  fome  more  ample  and  others  brief ;  but 
all  in  the  languagesof  the  converted  nations.  And  it 
was  by  thefe  indruCtions,  that  the  children  learned  to 
read.  He  alfo  compofed  devout  hymns  ;  together 

with 
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with  the  Lord’s  Prayer  and  the  Apoftle’s  Creed, 
in  mufical  numbers.  And  thefe  were  fo  pleafing  to 
the  young  converts,  men,  women  and  children,  that 
they  fung  them  day  and  night,  both  in  their  houfes, 
and  in  the  open  fields. 

He  was  of  eafy  converfation  with  all  forts  of 
people,  but  mod  obliging  to  the  greateO  fmneri. 
His  univerfal  condefcenfion  was  very  obfervable : 
he  became  all  things  to  all  men  for  the  advantage  of 
their  fouls.  A  Portuguefe  gentleman,  one  Don 
Diego  Norogno,  had  once  a  very  ill  opinion  of  him, 
becaufe  of  fome  inftances  of  his  condefcenfion,  not 
knowing  the  motive  of  it.  He  contemned  Xavier, 
and  took  him  for  a  counterfeit  and  a  hypocrite.  This 
gentleman  had  heard  much  talk  of  the  father’s  piety, 
and  formed  to  himfelf  the  idea  of  a  man  who  was 
entirely  recolie£led  and  auftere  ;  one  who  never 
appeared  in  public,  but  to  perform  the  particular 
fun&ions  of  his  miniftry.  But  finding  him  al¬ 
ways,  whenever  he  faw  him  in  company,  cheerful, 
and  in  good  humour,  he  was  confirmed  in  his  ill 
opinion  of  him.  Being  on  fhip-board  together, 
and  the  whole  company  going  on  fhorc  on  the  c'oaft 
of  Malabar,  he  perceived  Xavier  taking  a  walk  by 
himfelf  into  a  wood,  and  fent  after  him  one  of  his 
fervants  to  oblerve  his  a&icns.  The  fervant  found 

him 
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him  fo  employed  with  God,  that  he  quickly  ran  to 
give  notice  to  his  matter;  who  upon  the  report,  came 
thither,  and  was  a  witnefs  of  the  lecret  devotion  and 
divne  employment  of  the  fervant  of  God.  Norrog- 
rsa  was  then  convinced  of  his  former  error  ;  and 
that  the  feeming  gaiety  of  Xavier’s  converfation 
was  not  inconfiftent  with  true  holinefs. 

He  fpoke  with  the  merchants  of  their  affairs  ;  and 
by  his  enquiries  and  concern  in  their  interefls,  Teem¬ 
ed  as  though  he  was  co-partner  with  them.  But  while 
he  talked  to  them  of  ports,  of  winds,  and  of  merchan¬ 
dize,  he  dexteroufiv  turned  the  converfation  on  (he 

•> 

eternal  gains  of  heaven  :  “  How  bent  are  our  dcfiros., 
he  would  fay,  on  heaping  up  the  frail  and  perifha- 
able  treafures  of  this  world;  as  if  there  was  no 
other  life  belides  this  earthly  being  ;  nor  other 
riches  befides  the  gold  of  Japan,  the  filks  of  China, 
and  the  fpices  of  the  Moluccas  I  Ah,  what  profits  it 
a  man  to  gain  the  univerfe,  and  to  lofe  his  foul  !” 
In  refpeft  of  the  new  Chfiftians,  his  condudt  was 
altogether  fatherly  :  he  fufFered  their  rough  and 
barbarous  behaviour,  and  required  no  more  from 
them  in  the  beginning,  than  what  might  be  expedt- 
ed  from  people  of  bale  extraction,  and  grown  in¬ 
veterate  in  vice. 
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As  the  fin  impurity  was  the  reigning  vice  in  In¬ 
dia  among  the  Portuguefe,  he  applied  himfelf  in  a 
particular  manner  to  withdraw  them  from  their  vo¬ 
luptuous  living.  The  mildnefs  of  his  afpeft,  the 
obligingncfs  of  his  words,  and  often  good  offices, 
lb  reconciled  them  to  whatever  meafures  he  purfued 
for  their  advantage,  that  they  often  complied  with 
his  inftru&ions,  without  refiffance.  But  (he  con- 
verfion  of  Tinners  cod  him  much  more  than  be¬ 
coming  addreffes.  Before  ever  he  treated  with  them 
concerning  the  important  bufinefs  of  their  fouls,  he 
treated  with  God  in  long  and  mighty  prayers,  by 
day  and  by  night,  and  joined  with  his  prayers  ma¬ 
ny  levere  aufferities.  For  although  he  fometimes 
appeared  gay  amongfi  them,  in  his  fee  ret  carriage 
before  God,  he  laboured  and  drove,  and  wept  and 
watched,  to  obtain  of  him  the  conversion  of  their 
fouls. 

His  holy  life  gave  a  luflre  and  value  to  his  dif- 
courfes,  and  the  fight  of  him  alone,  was  often  fufn- 
clent  to  touch  the  heart.  He  inftru&ed  by  his  fi- 
lence,  as  well  as  by  his  words  ;  and  there  were  in- 
ffances  in  the  Indies  of  perfons  who  entirely  chang¬ 
ed  their  evil  life  by  his  conduct,  without  (o  much 
as  fpeaking  a  word  to  them.  There  was  in  Meli- 
apor  a  Portuguefe  gentleman,  who  lived  a  debauch¬ 
ed 
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ea  and  fcandalous  life.  Xavier  went  one  da}'  to 
vifit  him  about  dinner  time.  “  Are  you  willing,, 
faid  he,  that  we  lliould  begin  an*’ acquaintance  by 

dining  together  ?”  The  Portuguefe  was  fomewhat 

» 

difcompofed,  both  at  the  vifit  and  the  compliment  : 
yet  he  forced  himfelf  into  a  civil  behaviour,  and 
pretended  to  be  very  glad  of  the  honour  which  the 
father  had  done  him.  While  they  were  at  table 
Javier  fpoke  not  one  word  to  him  concerning  his 
debauchery,  and  only  entertained  him  with  ordinary 
talk,  though  they  had  been  ferved  by  perfonswhofe 
habit  and  appearance  was  not  the  mod  model!.  He 
continued  in  the  fame  way  he  had  began  after  they 
were  rifen  from  dinner,  and  in  conclufion,  took  his 
leave  without  in  tl  le  1  c  af!  reproaching  him. 

The  gentleman  furprifed  at  the  con  due!  of  fa¬ 
ther  Francis,  believed  In's  filence  to  be  a  bad  omen 
to  him  ;  and  that  he  had  nothing  elfe  to  expect  but 
an  unnappy  death,  and  a  more  unhappy  eternity* 
In  this  thought,  he  went  with  all  diligence  to  find 
out  the  father,  and  falling  down  before  him — Vour 
filence,  laid  he,  has  ipoken  powerfully  to  my  heart  : 
I  have  not  enjoyed  one  moment’s  repofe  fince  you 
parted  from  me.  Ah,  father,  if  you  think  my  ever¬ 
ting  damnation  be  not  already  fixed,  I  put  my- 
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feif  into  your  hands  ;  do  with  rr.e  what  you  ihall 
judge  neceffary  for  the  falvation  of  my  foul. 

.Aavier  embraced  hiro  and  let  him  know,  that 
the  mercies  of  our  Lord  are  infinite  \  that  it  is  our 
duty  never  to  defpair  ;  and  he  who  fometimes  refu- 
ies  to  finners  (as  a  punifhment  for  their  wicked* 
nefs)  the  hour  of  repentance,  always  grants  pardon 
to  the  penitent,  with  a  great  deal  tcrthis  efifecT.  The 
man  put  away  the  cccalicns  of  his  On,  and  lived 
afterwards  a  chaff e  and  chiiAian  life. 

When  he  lighted  cn  intradlable  and  flubfccrtt 
fouls,  he  gave  them  not  over  for  their  contumacy  ; 
but  rather  fought  by  all  means  to  foflcn  them  ;  and 
ihevved  them  on  every  occafron  a  pleafing  counte¬ 


nance,  that  thence  they  might  be  given  to  under- 
Hand ,  how  ready  he  was  to  receive  ai  d  afhft  them. 
But  the  con  d'e  fee  nitons  and  cbligingnefs  of  Xavier, 
had  nothing  in  them  of  mean  nefs,  or  weaknefs  :  he 
knew  well  enough  how  to  make  ufe  of  authority  and 
fe verify,  when  there  was  occsfon.  And  he  has 
been  known  to  fpeak  to  per  foils  of  d  ill  i  action  of 
both  foxes,  with  fuch  mainly  and  plainnefs,  as 
deeply  a  He  died  then?,  and  influenced  their  conduct 
ever  after. 

The  extent  of  his  zeal,  was  not  lefs  than  the 

various  induHry  of  if.  lie  looked  open  ail  that 
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was  performed  by  him  only  as  an  efTay  or  begin¬ 
ning.  He  wrote  in  the  year  1549,  that  if  God 
would  be  pleafed  to  befiow  upon  him  yet  ten  years 
more  of  life,  he  defpaired  not  but  thefe  fmall  be¬ 
ginnings,  would  by  the  divine  mercy,  be  attended 
vVt ih  more  happy  confequences.  FI  is  ardent  defire 
Vv as  Hill  for  extending  the  dominion  of  Jefus  Chrift, 


ail  over  the  heathen  world.-  I  he  year  he  died, 
he  writ,  that  when  once  the  empire  of  China,  and 
that  of  Tartary  were  fubdued  to  the  feeptre  or  Je- 
ius  Chriu,  he  propofed  to  return  into  Europe  by 
tne  North,  that  he  might  labour  there  alfo  :  that  af- 

tiiis  he  defigned  to  go  ever  into  Africa,  or  to  re- 

Uu  n  int0  Afia,  in  cjueft  of  new  kingdoms,  where 
he  might  preach  the  golpel. 

But  though  he  was  ever  forming  new  defigns, 
as  though  he  were  to  live  beyond  an  age,  yet  he 
laboured  as  if  he  had  not  a  day  to  live  ;  and  fo  tug¬ 
ged  at  the  work  which  he  had  in  hand,  that  two  or 
three  days  and  nights  pa  fled  over  his  head,  without 


gj  nag  himfelf  time  to  take  any  nouriihment.  And 
'  3b  intc,lt  as  he  was  upon  his  work,  he  never- 
theiefs  quitted  it  when  occafion  required,  with  the 
fame  promptitude  that  afterwards  he  refumed  it. 
lie  broke  off  his  very  prayers,  when  the  moft  in- 
con  fid  erab  I  e  perfon  had  the  leaf*  occafion  for  him, 


M  2 


in 


in  matters  of  foul* concernment,  and  ordered,  when 
he  was  in  the  deepeft  of  his  retirements,  that  if 
any  poor  man,  or  even  a  child  fhould  defire  to  be 
inftruwled,  he  might  be  called  from  his  devotions* 

O 
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CHAP.  IV. 

His  intrepidity  in  dangers,  and  confidence  in  God . 

T  T£  went  through  the  mod  imminent  dangers 
^  ^  both  by  land  and  fea,  Befide  the  tempers 
which  he  fufFcred  in  ten  years  of  almoft  continu¬ 
al  navigation,  being  at  Malacca,  and  pa  (Ting  from 
ifle  to  iile,  lie  was  thrice  fhip- wrecked  ;  and  was 
once  for  above  forty  hours  togetner  on  a  plank,  at 
the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves.  The  barbarians 
have  often  fhot  arrows  at  him  ;  and  more  than  once# 
he  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  enraged  multitude. 
The  Brachmans  frequently  fought  after  him,  to 
have  murthered  him;  even  to  tnat  point  o»  ch¬ 
iefs  barbarity,  as  to  let  fire  to  all  the  heufes,  \\ here 
they  imagined  he  might  be  concealed.  But  none 
of  thefe  dangers  were  able  to  afTrignt  him  ;  and 
the  apprehenfion  of  dying,  could  never  hinder 
him  from  performing  his  ordinary  functions.  It 
feemed  that  dangers  fervetl  to  tne  red  cub  ling  bio 

courage. 
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courage*  Being  at  japan,  nc  repreuend*.  u  the 
kin?  of  Amaneuchi  lo  leverely,  for  the  infamy  an-.l 

vJ  c 

fcandal  of  his  vices,  that  one  of  his  companions, 
who  attended  him  as  interpreter  was  amazed,  ar:d 
trembled  in  pronouncing  what  he  put  into  his 
mouth. 

Xavier  one  day  perceiving  tne  rear  oi  his  com¬ 
panion,  forbad  him  abfolutely  eitner  to  change  or 
foften  anv  of  his  words.  “  I  obeyed  him,  fays 
Fernandez  the  interpreter  ;  but  expe&ed  every  mo¬ 
ment,  when  the  barbarian  (Bould  flrilce  me  with 
bis  feimetar  ;  and  confefs  my  apprehenftons  ot 
death,  were  as  much  too  great  as  the  concernment 

0f  father  Francis  was  too  little. 

tt  [ p  for  fo  good  a  caufe  (taut  Xavier, 

on  another  occafion)  we  ought  to  place  it  among  the 
greateft  benefits  we  receive  from  God  ;  and  (hail 
be  very  much  obliged  to  thofe,  who  freeing  us 
from  a  continual  death,  fuch  as  is  this  mortal  life, 
(hall  put  us  in  poffcffion  of  an  eternal  hnppinefs. 
So  that  we  are  refoh’ed  to  preach  the  truth  amongil 
them,  in  defpite  of  their  threatenings  ;  and  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  hopes  of  divine  aflillance,  obey  the 
precept  of  our  Saviour,  who  commands  us  to  prefer 
the  falvation  of  ethers  before  our  lives. 

In  Uie  rnidft  of  the  mod  hazardous  undertak¬ 
ings. 
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1|ngs'  na  il0Pid  a!1  ^ings  from  God,  and  from 
tuence  drew  his  aiTurance  of  overcoming  all  things. 

>  vc  >U  out,  (lays  he,  fpeaking  of  the  voyage  to 

Japan)  full  of  confidence  in  God;  and  hopefthat 

having  him  for  our  conduaor,  we  fliall  triumph  o- 
'  (.i  ail  enemies.  As  to  what  remains,  we  fear  not 
to  enter  into  the  lifts  with  the  dodders  of  japan  ; 
for  what  available  knowledge  can  they  have,  who 
arc  ignorant  of  the  only  true  God,  and  of  his  on¬ 
ly  Son,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ?  And  befides,  what 
can  we  juflly  apprehend,  who  have  no  other  aim 
than  the  glory  of  God,  and  jefus  Chrift,  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  gofpel  and  the  falvation  of  fouls  ?  Sup- 
pofing  that  we  Were  not  only  in  a  kingdom  of  bar¬ 
barians,  but  in  the  very  kingdom  of  devils,  and  that- 
naked  and  difarmed,  neither  the  mod  cruel  barba¬ 
rity,  nor  the  rage  of  hell,  could  hurt  us  without 
God’s  permiflion.  We  are  afraid  of  nothin**  but 
ohending  God  Almighty  :  and  provided  that  we 
cfFend  not  him,  we  promife  ourfeives,  through  his 
a  fli  fiance,  an  slimed  viclory  over  all  our  enemies# 
Since  he  affords  fufheient  flrength  to  every  man  for 
his  fervice,  and  for  avoiding  fin,  we  hope  his  mcr- 
cy  will  not  be  wanting  to  us.  But  as  the  furnofail 
confifts  inthe  good  or  evil  ufe  of  his  benefits,  we  al- 
fo  hope  he  will  give  us  grace  to  employ  ourfeives  for 

his 
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his  glory  ;  and  that  in  order  thereto,  we  (hall  have 
to  our  afliftance,  the  prayers  of  the  faithful.  Our 
gieatell  comfort  proceeds  from  this,  that  God  beholds 
the  fcope  of  this  cur  voyage,  that  our  only  aim  is 
to  make  known  the  Creator  of  the  univerfe  to 
fouls  which  are  made  after  his  own  image  ;  to 
bring  thofe  fouls  to  give  Him  the  worfhip  due  to 
Him,  and  to  fpread  the  Chriftian  religion  through¬ 


out  all  regions. ’* 

With  thefe  encouragements  we  doubt  not  but 
the  iffue  of  our  voyage  will  be  prosperous.  And 
two  things  feem  to  allure  us,  that  we  fhall  vanquifh 
all  the  oppofition  of  hell :  the  one  is  the  greatnefs 
of  our  holy  enterprizc  ;  the  other  the  care  of  Dr- 
vine  Providence,  whole  dominion  is  of  no  lefs  ex- 
tent  over  devils  than  over  men.  We  therefore  ba- 
nilh  ail  thofe  fears,  which  ulually  hinder  us  from 
placing  our  whole  confidence  in  God.  We  con¬ 
ceive  a  maoifefl  difference  betwixt  thofe,  who  a- 

* 

bounding  in  all  things,  truff  in  God  ;  and  thofe, 
who  being  fufhciently  provided  with  all  necc  Claries, 


yet  bereave  themfelves  of  them,  in  imitation  of  Je¬ 
hus  Chrili.  So  is  there  alfo,  betwixt  thofe  who  trull 
in  God’s  providence,  when  they  are  out  of  dan¬ 
ger,  and  thofe  who,  with  the  afTdlancc  ct  his  grace, 

themfelves  to  the  greateil 

hazai  ds, 


dare  voluntarily  expofe 
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hazards, which  are  in  their  proper  choice  and  power 
lo  fhun.” 

. l£  Was  in  ,he  fP'rif  of  ‘his  holy  confidence,  that 

Wn'lng  <0  his  fricHd  Siraon  Rodriguez,  he  fpeaks 
3n  this  manner  : 

Gur  God  holds  In  his  hands  the  tempers 

r‘'h!h  infefl  she  of  China  and  Japan  ;  and  the 
rocks,  the  gttiphs  and  banks  of  fand,  which  are  for¬ 
midably  known  by  fo  many  {hip-wrecks,  are  all 
ci  them  under  his  dominion.  He  is  fovereign  o- 
ver  ajl  ‘hofe  pirates  which  cruife  the  feas,  and  ex- 
ercife  their  cruelties  on  the  Portuguefe.  And  for 
this  reafon  I  cannot  fear  them.  I  only  fear  left 
God  fhould  punifh  me  for  being  too  pufillanimcus 
in  his  fervtce  ;  and  fo  little  capable  through  my 
own  frailty,  of  extending  the  kingdom  of  his  Son, 
amongfl  thoie  nations  who  know  him  not.” 

t-c  fpeaks  in  the  lame  fpiiit  to  his  brethren  at 
Goa,  in  giving  them  an  account  of  his  arrival  at  ja¬ 
pan - “  We  are  infinitely  indebted  to  God,  for 

permitting  u$  to  enter  into  there  barbarous  countries, 
wneie  we  are  to  be  regardleis,  and  in  a  manner  for- 
getiul  of  ourfelves*  I  o r  the  enemies  of  true  reli¬ 
gion  being  readers  every  where,  on  idiom  can  we 
rely  but  on  God  alone  ?  And  to  whom  can  we  have 
recourle  befide  him  t  In  other  countries,  where  the 

Chrihian 
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'ChrifUan  faith  is  flourifhing,  it  happens,  I  know  not 
how,  that  every  thing  hinders  us  from  rcpohng  our- 
fw*ves  in  God  aione.  i  he  love  of  our  relations, 
the  bonds  of  friendfhip,  the  conveniences  of  life,  or 
the  remedies  which  we  ufe  in  ficknefs,  and  the  like, 
are  as  fo  many  drawbacks  to  our  totally  abandoning 
curie  Ives  to  God.  But  here  being  diftant  from  the 
p^ace  of  our  nativity,  and  living  among  barbarians, 
where  all  human  fuccours  arc  wanting  to  us,  it  is 
of  abfolute  neceffity  that  our  confidence  in  him  a- 
lone  fhould  be  our  aid.” 

But  a  letter  which  Xavier  wrote  after  a  danger¬ 
ous  voyage,  on  his  return  from  the  Moluccas,  ex¬ 
press  yet  more  ftrongly  his  thoughts  on  this  fub- 

je&  :  his  words  are  thefe - “  It  has  pleafed  God, 

that  we  Ihould  not  periih  !  It  has  alfo  pleafed  him 
to  inftrudi  us  even  by  our  dangers,  and  to  make  us 
know  by  our  own  experience,  how  weak  we  are, 
when  we  rely  only  upon  ourfelves,  or  on  human 
fuccours.  For  when  we  come  fs  underfland  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs  of  our  hopes,  and  are  entirely  diffident 
of  human  helps,  we  rely  on  God,  who  alone  can 
deliver  us  out  of  thefe  dangers,  in  which  we  have 
engaged  ourfelves  on  his  account:  we  {hall  foon 
experience  that  he  governs  all  things,  and  that  the 
heavenly  pleafures,  which  he  confers  on  his  fer- 


vants 
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vants  on  fuch  occaftons,  ought  to  make  us  defpife 

the  grcateft  hazards. 

“  Even  death  itfelf  has  nothing  in  it  which  is 
dreadful  to  them,  who  have  a  tafte  of  thofe  divine 
delights;  and  though,  when  we  have  elcaped  thofe 
perils  of  which  I  fpeak,  we  want  words  to  exprefs 
the  horror  of  them  ;  there  remains  in  our  hearts  a 
pleafmg  memory  of  the  favours  which  God  has  done 
us.  And  that  remembrance  excites  us  day  and 
night  to  labour  in  the  fervice  of  fo  good  a  mailer. 
We  are  alio  enlivened  by  it,  to  honour  him  during 
tfie  reft  of  our  lives,  hoping  that  out  of  his  abun¬ 
dant  mercy,  he  will  beftow  on  us  new  ftrengih  and 
frefh  vigour,  to  ferve  him  faithfully  and  generoufly, 


even  to  our  death. 

<<  May  it  pleafe  the  divine  good riels  (be  fays 
elfewhere)  that  good  men,  whom  the  devil  endea¬ 
vours  to  affright  in  the  fervice  of  God,  might  fear 
no  other  thing  befides  difpleaftng  him,  in  leaving 
off  what  tliey  have  undertaken  for  his  fake.  If 
they  would  do  this*  how  happy  a  life  would  they 
then  lead  !  How  much  would  they  advance  in  vir¬ 
tue,  knowing  by  their  own  experience,  that  shey 
can  do  nothing  of  themfelves  ;  but  that  they  can  do 
all  things  by  the  afliftance  of  his  grace!  lie  fail 

farther,  that  “  in  thofe  dangerous  occafions  the  want 

of 
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of  confidence  in  God  was  more  to  be  feared,  than 
any  afiault  of  our  enemies  ;  that  we  (hould  not  on¬ 
ly  fear  nothing  under  the  condudf  of  fuch  a  general, 
but  alfo  fhould  not  doubt  of  vi&ory :  and  that  we 
{hould  run  much  greater  hazard  in  the  lead  dif- 
trud  of  the  divine  aflidancc,  in  the  greatefl  dangers, 
than  in  expofing  ourfelves  to  thofe  very  dangers. 
LafUy,  that  the  danger  was  fo  much  the  more  for¬ 
midable,  the  more  it  was  hidden,  and  the  lefs  we 
perceived  it. 


CHAP.  V. 


Of  his  Humility . 


HESE  thoughts  produced  in  the  foul  of  this  fer- 


vant  of  God,  an  entire  diffidence  of  hiinfelf, 
with  the  deepell  humility.  All  that  he  both  knew 
and  preformed  ferved  only  to  raife  confufion  in 


him,  becaufe,  as  he  faid,  he  found  nothing  i 


,  becaule,  as  he  laid,  he  found  nothing  in  him- 


lelf,  but  his  own  nothingnefs  :  and  being  nothin®- 
in  himfelf,  he  could  not  comprehend  how  it  was 


poffible  for  him  to  be  edeemcd.  Writing  to  the 
docfor  of  Navarre  before  his  voyage  to  the  Indies 
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lie  to'd  him,  that  “  it  was  a  Angular  grace  of  heaven, 
to  know  ourfelves  ;  and  that,  through  the  mercy  of 


N 


God 


no- 
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God,  he  knew  himfelf  to  be  good  for 
tiling.” 

In  many  paffagcs  ofhis  letters  he  calls  himfelf 
an  exceeding  weak  man,  and  a  great  fmner  ;  and 
conjures  his  brethren  to  employ  their  interceffions 
to  God,  in  his  behalf.  “  Bring  to  pafs  by  your 
prayers,  faid  he  to  one  of  them,  that  though  my 
fins  have  rendered  me  unworthy  of  the  minifterial 
vocation,  yet  Gcd  may  vouchfafe  out  of  his  infinite 
goodnefs  to  make  ufe  of  me#  1  befeech  our  Lord 
tnat  he  would  give  you  to  underhand,  how  much  I 
ha  nd  in  need  of  your  interceflion.” 

As  he  had  a  mean  opinion  of  himfelf,  and  that  his 
undemanding  was  fufpefted  by  hum,  he  frequently 
by  his  letters  requeued  his  brethen  of  Italy  and  For- 
tugal  to  indruft  him  in  the  bed  method  of  preach¬ 
ing  the  gcfpel.  “  I  am  going,  faid  lie,  in  one  of  his 
letters,  to  publifh  Jefus  Chrid  to  people  who  are  part 
idolaters  and  part  Saracens#  I  conjure  you  by  Jefus 
C-hrift  himfelf,  to  fend  me  word,  after  what  manner 
and  by  what  means  3  may  indraft  them,  for  1  am 
verily  perfuaded,  that  God  will  fugged  thofe  wavs 
to  you,  which  are  moll  proper  for  the  -eafy  reduction 
of  thofe  people  into  his  fold.  And  if  I  wander  from 
the  right  path,  while  I  am  ip  expectation  of  your 
•  lettcis,  I  hope  I  (hall  return  into  it,  when  1  flialj 
have  received  them.” 


If 
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If  the  defigns  which  he  was  always  forming 
tor  the  advancement  of  religion,  happened  at  anv 
time  to  be  thwarted,  he  acknowledged  no  other 
reafon  of  thofe  erodes  than  his  own  fins,  and  com 
plained  only  of  himfelf.  And  in  the  midft  of  the 
fucceffes  which  it  pleafedGod  to  give  to  his  labours, 
he  avoided  the  honours  which  were  often  at  te  mete  cl 
to  be  paid  him,  by  g^ttingfout  of  the  way  immediate¬ 
ly  :  or,  if  that  could  not  b?  done,  he  entered  fo  far 
into  hirnfeli,  t haX  he  Rood  fecure  fame  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  vainglory.  He  fpokc  of  God  in  the  mo  ft 
magnificent  and  elevated  manner;  but  of  himfelf, 
in  terms  fo  humble, arul  with  fo  much  felf-cootempt, 
that  all  who  heard  him  were  both  edified  and  aftori- 
ifhed  .  One  of  the  Bonzas  of  Japan  fa  id ,  that  “  re¬ 
flecting  rather  upon  Xavier’s  carriage  than  hr.:  words, 
from  a  prieft  of  idols,  which  he  had  been,  he  became 
a  worlhipper  of  Jefus  Chrifl.” 

I  cannot  tell  you,  (wrote  he  from  Cochin  to 
Ignatiy)  how  much  [  ftand  obliged  (o  the  Japonians ; 
in  favour  of  whom,  God  has  given  me  clearly  to 
underhand,  the  infinite  number-of  my  fins  :  for  till 
that  time,  I  was  fo  little  recollected,  and  fo  far  wan¬ 
dered  out  myfelf,  that  1  had  not  difeovered  in  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  an  abvfs  of  imperfections  and 
failings.  It  was  not  till  my  labours  and  t’urFerincs 
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jn  Japan,  that  I  began  at  length  to  open  my  eyes, 
and  to  underdand  with  God’s  afiidance,  and  by  my 
bwn  experience,  that  it  is  neceflary  forme  to  have 
one  who  may  watch  over  me,  and  govern  me.  In¬ 
head  therefore  ©f  repofing  on  me  the  care  of  others 
I  may  humbly  hope,  {hat  you  will  repofe  on  others 
the  care  cf  me.5’ 

Some  of  his  maxims  of  humility . 

Xavier  recommends  nothing  fo  much  to  gofpef 
labourers,  as  the  knowledge  of  themfelves,  and  fhun- 
rung  of  pride.  Mod  of  his  letters  are  full  of  this  fub- 
je&.  “  Cultivate  humility,  fays  he,  with  care,  in 
all  thofe  things  which  depraved  nature  has  in  hor¬ 
ror  ;  and  make  fure,  by  the  affidance  of  divine 
grace,  to  gain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  yourfelves  : 
for  that  underdanding  of  ourfelves  is  the  mother  of 
Chridian  humility.  Beware  efpecially  led  the 
good  opinion  which  men  have  conceived  of  you,  do 
not  give  you  too  much  pleafure  ;  for  th*  le  vain 
delights  are  apt  to  make  us  negligent ;  and  that  neg¬ 
ligence,  as  it  were  by  a  kind  of  enchantment,  de- 
droys  the  humility  of  our  hearts,  and  introduces 
pride  indead  of  it. 

“  Be  didrudful  of  your  own  drength,  and  build 
nothing  upon  human  vvifdom,  nor  upon  the  efleem 
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c f  men.  By  this  means  you  will  be  in  condition 
to  bear  what  foe  ver  troubles  ilia  1 1  happen  to  you  ,*  for 
God  ft  engthens  the  humble  man  and  gives  him  cou¬ 
rage  he  is  proof  againft  the  greateft  labours,  and 
nothing  can  ever  feparate  him  from  the  love  of 
Jefus  Chrift  :  not  the  devil  with  his  evil  angels, 
nor  the  ocean  with  its  tempefts,  nor  the  mcft  biu'al 
nations,  with  ail  their  barbarity.  And  if  God  fomc- 
times  permits  the  devil  to  put  impediments  in  his  way, 
or  that  the  elements  make  war  againft  him,  he  is 
perfuaded  that  it  is  for  the  purification  of  his  foul, 
and  the  making  him  the  more  humble. 

“  They  who  fervently  defire  to  advance  God’s 
o’orv,  ought  to  humble  themfelves,  and  be  nothing 
in  their  own  opinion  ;  being  diffident,  even  in  the 
fmalieft  matters,  of  their  own  abilities  :  to  the  end, 
tint  in  great  occasions,  becoming  much  more  diffi¬ 
dent  of  themfelves,  through  a  principle  of  Chrift  ran 
hum  lity,  they  may  entirely  confide  in  God  :  and 
this  confidence  may  give  them  resolution  ;  for  he 
who  knows  that  he  is  affifted  from  above,  can  never 
degenerate  into  weaknefs.  1  conjure  you  to  be 
humble  an  J  patient  to  all  the  world.  For  believe 
me,  nothing  is  to  be  done  bv'  liaughtinefs  and  choler, 
when  if  cannot  be  accomplilhed  by  modefty  and 
mildnefs. 

N  2  “  What- 
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“  Whatever  you  undertake,  will  be  acceptable 
in  the  fight  of  God,  if  there  appear  in  your  conduct 
a  profound  humility  ;  and  that  you  commit  the  care 
of  your  reputation  into  his  hands  :  For  he  him- 
felf  will  not  be  wanting  to  give  you  both  authority 
and  reputation  with  men  when  they  are  needful 
for  vcu.  And  when  he  doe*s  it  not,  his  from  his 
knowledge  that  you  will  not  aferibe  to  him  that 
w-hich  only  can  proceed  from  him.  I  comfort  my- 
felf  with  thinking,  that  the  fins  of  which  you  find 
vourfelves  guilty,  and  with  which  you  daily  upbraid 
your  own  confciences,  produce  in  you  an  extreme 
horror  of  windy  arrogance,  and  a  great  love  of  per¬ 
fection.  So  that  human  praifes  will  become  your 
crofies,  and  be  ufeful  to  admonifh  you  of  your  fail¬ 
ings. 

“  Take  heed  of  yourfelves,  my  dearefi  brethren  l 
Many  minifters  of  the  gofp«l,  who  have  opened  the 
way  of  heaven  to  other  men,  are  tormented  in  hell 
for  want  of  true  humility,  and  for  being  carried  away 
with  a  vain  opinion  of  themfeives  :  ©n  the  contrary, 
there  is  not  to  he  found  in  hell  one  fingle  foul, 
which  was  fincerely  humble. 

TO  thefe  maxims  of  Xavier,  it  may  not  be  un* 
feafonable  to  add  further  particulars  on  this  head, 
taken  from  ethers# 
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To  teach  us  the  leflbn  of  humility,  God  defcended 
from  heaven  to  earth,  from  riches  to  poverty,  from  ef- 
fentiai  innocence  to  the  diireputation  of  a  (inner, 
from  a  mailer  to  a  fervant,  from  the  higheft  glory 
to  the  loweft  obfcurity !  And  it  feems,  it  is  a  great 
thing,  that  in  order  that  man  fhould  come  to  have 
juft  and  equal  thoughts  of  himfelf,  God  ufed  fuch 
powerful  arts  to  tranfmit  this  leflen,  and  engrave  it 
in  the  fpirits  of  men.  And  if  the  receipt  fails,  we 
are  eternally  loft  in  the  mifts  of  vanity,  and  enter 
into  the  condition  of  thofe  angels, whom  pride  trans¬ 
formed  into  the  condition  of  devils. 

St.  Bernard  has,  among  many  affectionate  and 
devout  confiderations  on  this  fubjeCt,  the  following 
words:  4  When  God  created  man,  the  devil  rubbed 
*  his  leprofy  upon  him,  and  he  would  needs  be  like 
4  God  too  ,*  and  Satan  promifed  him  that  he  fhouid. 

4  But  man  had  the  fate  of  Gehazi  ;  he  would  needs 
4  have  the  talent  and  garments  of  Lucifer,  and  has 
4  alfo  his  plague  ,*  he  loft  paradife  for  his  pride. 

4  And  now,  what  might  befit  the  Son  of  God 
4  to  do,  feeing  man  loft,  and  God  was  fo  zealous  <  f 
■*  his  honour?  41  I  fee,  fays  he,  that  by  cccafion  of 
4  Me,  the  Father  lofes  his  creatures ;  for  they 
4  have  all  afpired  to  be  like  me,  and  are  fal- 
4  len  into  the  greateft  infelicities.  Behold,  I 

4  will 


*  W,M  g°  towards  man,  in  fuch  a  form  that  who- 
4  foever  from  henceforth  would  become  like  Me, 
4  fhali  be  fo,  and  be  gainer  thereby.  And  for  this 

*  caufe  the  Son  of  God  came  from  heaven,  and  made 

8  Himfelf  a  poor  humble  perfon,  and  by  all  the  ac- 
4  Sons  of  his  life,  commented  upon  thefe  words 
‘  - Learn  of  Me,  for  I  am  meek  and  humble 

*  OF  HEAART.’ 

Blefled  be  that  mercy  and  bounty,  which  thus 
moved  Almighty  God  !  Now  we  may  be  like  unto 
God,  but  it  muft  be  by  humility  ;  of  which  He 
hath  given  us  an  example  powerful  as  miracles,  and 
great  as  our  own  pride  and  mifery. 

All  the  world,  all  that  we  are,-  and  all  that  we 
have,  our  bodies  and  our  fouls,  our  actions  and  our 
bufferings,  our  conditions  at  home,  our  accidents 
abroad,  our  many  fins,  and  our  feldom  virtues,  are 
as  fo  many  arguments  to  make  our  fouls  to  dwell  low 
in  the  deep  vallies  of  humility. 

1.  Our  body  is  w  eak  and  impure,  fending  out 
more  uncleannelTes  from  its  feveral  finks  than 
could  be  endured  if  they  were  not  neceiTary  and  na¬ 
tural  :  and  we  are  forced  to  pats  that  through  cur 
mouths,  (pardon  the  indelicacy)  whk  h  as  foon  as  v  e 
fee  upon  the  ground,  we  loath  like  rottennefs  and 
vomiting. 

2.  Our  Ptrength  is  inferior  to  that  of  many  beafls, 

and 
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and  our  infirmities  To  many,  that  we  are  forced  to 
drefs  and  tend horfes  and  affes,  that  they  may  help 
our  needs,  and  relieve  our  wants. 

3.  Our  beauty  is  in  colour  inferior  to  many 
flowers,  and  in  proportion  of  parts,  it  is  no  better  than 
nothing  ;  for  even  a  dog,  hath  parts  as  well  porpoi- 
tioned  and  fitted  to  his  purpofes  and  the  defigns  of 
his  nature,  as  we  have  :  and  when  it  is  moft  florid 
and  gay,  a  few  fits  of  an  ague,  can  change  it  into 
yelloivnefs  and  leannefs,  and  the  hollovvnefs  and 
wrinkles  of  deformity. 

4.  He  that  is  proud  of  riches,  is  a  fool.  For  if 
he  be  exalted  above  his  neighbours  becaufe  he  hath 
more  gold,  how  much  inferior  is  be  to  a  gold  mine  ? 
Flow  much  is  he  to  give  place  to  a  chain  of  pearl, 
ora  knot  of  diamonds?  For  certainly  that  hath  the 
greatefi  excellence,  from  whence  he  derives  his  gal¬ 
lantry  and  pre-emience  over  his  neighbours* 

5.  If  a  man  be  exalted  by  reafon  of  any  excel* 
lence  in  his  foul,  he  may  pleafe  to  remember,  that 
ail  fouls  are  equal  ;  and  their  different  operations  are 
becaufe  their  infiruments  are  in  better  tune,  their 
body  is  more  healthful  or  better  tempered  :  which 
is  no  more  praife  to  him,  than  it  is  that  he  was 
born  in  one  place,  and  not  in  another. 

6*  Wiiatfoever  difference  there  is  between  thee 

and 
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and  thy  neighbour,  If  it  be  bad  it  is  thine  own,  and 
!bou  haft  no  rcafon  to  boafl  of  thy  aiifery  and  fhame, 
•  f  it  be  good,  thou  haft  received  it  from  God, 
and  then  thou  art  the  more  obliged  to  pay  duty 
-nd  tribute,  ufe  arid  principal  to  Him  ;  and  it  were 
Grange  folly  for  a  man  to  be  proud  of  being  more 
Ueot  than  another*  - 

Remember  what  thou  wert  before  thou  wert 
hovn  :  Nothing.  What  wert  thou  in  the  firft  re- 
g-ons  of  thy  dwelling,  before  thy  biith?  Unclean- 
rjCl°*  hat  wert  thou  for  many  years  after? 

eaknefs.  What  in  ail  thy  life  ?  A  great  (inner? 
What  in  ail  thy  excellencies  ?  A  mere  debtor,  to 
God,  to  thy  parents,  to  the  earth,  to  all  creatures. 

Ine  grace  of  humility  is  exercifed  in  number- 
lei^  indances.  The  following  are  a  few  of  them. 
1#  1  hiuw  net  thyfeif  better  for  any  thing  that  hap- 
to  tliLc  Pom  without.  For  altho*  thou  mayett 
h}  guis  bellowed  upon  thee,  be  better  than  another, 
as  one  ^orle  1S  belter  than  another,  that  is,  cf  more 
uie  to  others;  yet  as  thou  art  a  man,  thou  had  no¬ 
thing  to  recommend  thee  to  thyfeif,  but  that  only 
by  vvhicn  thou  art  a  man  ;  that  is,  by  what  thou 
chufeft  /md  refuftil. 

2.  Humility  confifls  not  in  railing  or  declama¬ 
tions  againft  thyfeif ;  in  wearing  mean  or  old  deaths. 
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or  doing  Servile  or  mean  employments  by  voluntary 
undertaking,  not  in  iullen  geflures,  or  Jowly  ex- 
preffions,  or  going  foftly  and  Sub  mi  {lively.  But  it 
confifis  in  a  tiue  underflandmg  of  our  own  condi¬ 
tion,  and  a  Separating  our  own  nothing  from  the  pood 
we  have  received  ;  and  giving  to  God  all  the  glory 
and  taking  to  ourlelves  all  the  fharne  and  di (honour, 
due  to  our  finful  condition. 

This  aed  is  of  greatefl  dimculty,  to  pcrfons  pious, 
fail  of  gifts  and  eminent  graces  ;  who  being  fellow- 
workers  together  with  God,  are  Sometimes  tacitly 
and  without  notice,  given  to  confide  in  them  Selves, 
and  with  Some  freer  thought,  afcribe  too  much  of 
the  good  a  chon,  to  their  own  choice  and  diligence 
and  lake  up  their  crowns  which  lie  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  and  Set  them  upon  their  own  heads.  Fora 
finner  to  defire  to  be  efteemed  a  finner,  is  no  more 
humility,  than  it  is  for  the  Son  of  a  ploughman  to 
confefs  his  father:  but  indeed  it  is  hard  for  a  man  to 
be  cried  up  for  a  faint,  to  walk  as  upon  the  Spire  of 
glory,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  have  no  adherence  or 
impure  mixtures  of  vanity  grow  upon  the  outfide  of 
his  heart.  Lucifer  and  many  angels  walking 
upon  the  battlements  of  heaven,  grew  top-hea¬ 
vy,  and  fell  into  the  Hate  of  devils  :  and  the 
father  of  the  Chrifiun  hermits,  St.  Anthony,  was 

fre- 
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frequently  affaulted  by  the  devil, and  folicited  to  van¬ 
ity  ;  the  devil  ufually  making  phantadic  noifes  to 
be  heard  before  him,  make  room  for  the  faint  and 
fervant  of  God •  But  the  good  man  knew  Chrid’3 
voice  to  be  a  lezv  hafe  of  humility,  and  that  it  was 
the  noife  of  hell  that  invited  to  complacence  and 
vanity  ;  and  therefore  took  the  example  of  the  a- 
pofUes ;  who  in  the  midft  of  tile  greatefl  reputation 
and  fpiritual  advancement,  were  dead  unto  the 
world,  and  feemed  to  live  in  the  Bate  of  fepa- 
ration.  The  fum  of  this  head  is,  Believe  thyfelf 
an  unworthy  perfon  heartily,  as  thou  believed  thy¬ 
felf  to  be  hungry,  or  poor,  or  Tick,  when  thou  art 
fo. 

3.  Whatfoever  evil  thou  fayed  of  thyfelf,  be 
content  that  others  fhould  think  to  be  true.  If  thou 
called  thyfelf  a  fool,  be  not  angry  that  another  fay 
fo  of  thee.  For  if  thou  thinked  fo  truly,  all  men 
in  the  world  dedre  other  men  to  be  of  their  opi¬ 
nion  ;  and  he  is  an  hypocrite  that  accufes  himfeff 
before  others,  with  an  intent  not  to  be  believed. 
He  that  calls  himfelf  intemperate,  foolin'),  lascivi¬ 
ous,  choleric  ;  and  is  angry  when  his  neighbour 
calls  him  fo,  is  both  a  falfe  and  a  proud  perfon. 

4.  Love  to  be  concealed,  and  little  edeemed  : 
be  content  to  want  praife,  never  being  troubled 
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when  thou  art  flighted  or  undervalued  ;  for  thou 
canft  not  undervalue  thyfelf ;  and  if  thou  thinkeft 
fo  meanly  of  thyfelf,  as  there  is  reafon,  no  con¬ 
tempt  will  feem  unreafonable,  and  therefore  it  will 
be  very  tolerable.  He  that  truly  difefleems  him- 
ielf,  is  content  that  others  fhould  do  fo  too  :  but 
he  who  with  regret  and  impatience,  hears  himfelf 
fcorned  and  undervalued,  hath  not  acquired  the 
grace  of  humility.  He  that  enquires  into  the  faults 
of  his  own  a£lion,  requiring  them  that  favv  it,  to 
tell  him  in  what  he  did  amifs,  (not  to  learnthe  fault, 
but  to  engage  them  to  praife  it)  cozens  himfelf  in¬ 
to  pride,  and  makes  his  humility  the  inftrument. 
And  a  man  would  be  afhamed  if  he  were  told  that 
he  ufed  Rratagems  for  praife  :  but  fo  glorious  a  thin^- 
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others  afk  and  obtain,  thou  intreatefi,  and  art re- 
fufed  ;  they  are  ciied  up,  thou  difgraced  and  hided 
at ;  and  while  they  are  employed,  thou  art  laid  by, 

7  - 

as  fit  for  nothing  :  or,  an  unworthy  perfon  com¬ 
mands  thee,  and  rules  thee  like  a  tyrant ;  he  reproves 
thee,  fufpe£ls  thee,  reviles  thee*  Canft  thou  bear 
this  fweetly,  and  entertain  the  ufage  as  thy  juft  por¬ 
tion,  and  as  an  accident  moll  fit  and  proper  for  thy 

perfon  and  condition  ?  Doft  thou  not  raife  theatres 

« 

to  thylelf,  and  take  delight  in  the  conceits  of  thy 
own  good  opinion,  and  the  flatteries  of  fuch,  whom 
thou  endeareft  to  thee,  that  their  praifing  thee  fhould 
heal  the  wounds  of  thine  honour,  by  an  imaginary 
phantaftic  rcftitution  ?  He  that  is  not  content  and 
patient  in  affronts  hath  not  yet  learned  humility  of 
the  holy  Jesus.  This  ftep  of  humility,  ufes  in  ve- 
TV  holy  perfon s,  to  be  enlarged  to  a  delight  in  af¬ 
fronts  and  difreputation  in  the.,world  :  New  I  begin 
to  be  Chriji's  difciple ,  faid  Ignatius  the  martyr,  when 
in  his  journey  toRome  he  fufFered  perpetual  revilings 
and  abufe. 

5.  Never  be  afhamed  of  thy  birth,  or  parents, 
or  thy  prefent  employment,  for  the  meannefs  or  po¬ 
verty  of  any  of  them.  Speak  as  readily  and  indif¬ 
ferently  of  thy  meannefs  as  of  thy  greatnefs.  Pri- 
miflaus  the  firrt  king  of  Bohemia,  kept  his  country 

fiioes 
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ffioes  always  by  him,  to  remember  from  whence  he 
was  raifed  :  and  Agathocles  by  the  furniture  of  his 
table,  confeffed,  that  from  a  potter  he  was  raifed  to 


be  king  of  Sicily. 

6.  When  thou  had;  faid  or  done  any  thing  for 
which  thou  received  praife  or  edimation,  take  it  in¬ 
differently,  and  return  it  to  God.  Make  no  other 
,ufe  of  it  than  to  give  God  thanks  for  making  thee  an 
indrument  of  his  glory,  for  the  benefit  of  others.  If 
you  deserve  commendation,  let  your  good  name  be 
nurfed  abroad  ;  and  never  be  brought  home  to  look 
upon  it.  Let  thy  face  like  Mofes’  fhinc  to  others  ; 
but  make  no  looking  glades  for  thyfelf. 

7.  Entertain  no  fancies  of  vanity  and  private 
whifpersof  the  devil  of  pride  :  fuch  as  was  that  of 
Nebuchadnezzar— — Is  not  this  groat  Babylon  which 
I  have  built  for  the  honour  of  my  name%  and  the  might 
of  my  majejiy,  and  the  power  of  my  kingdom  ?  Some 
phantaflic  fpirits  will  walk  alone,  and  dream  waking 
greatneiTes  of  palaces,  of  excellent  orations,  full 

A  A 

theatres,  loud  praifes  ;  and  fo  will  fpend  an  hour 
with  imaginative  pleafure  ;  all  their  employments 
being  nothing  but  fumes  of  pride:  all  which,  is 
ether  an  ill  mother  or  an  ill  daughter,  an  ill  fign  or 
an  ill  effedl;  and  therefore  at  no  hand  confiding  with 
the  Safety  and  intereds  of  humility. 

8.  Never 
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8.  Never  compare  thyfelf  with  others,  unlefs  it 
be  to  advance  them  and  to  deprefs  thyfelf.  To 
which  purpofe,  we  mud  be  fure  in  fome  fenfe  or  o- 
ther,  to  think  ourfelves  the  worft  in  every  company 
where  we  come  :  One  is  more  learned  than  I  am, 
another  is  more  prudent,  a  third  more  honourable, 
a  fourth  more  cbafte,  or  he  is  more  charitable  or  lefs 
proud.  But  this  rule  is  to  be  ufed  with  this  caution, 
that  though  it  be  good  always  to  think  meaneft  of 
ourfelves,  yet  it  is  but  feldom  fafe  to  fpeak  of  it  ; 
becaufe  thole  circumftances  and  confiderations  which 
determine  thy  thoughts  are  not  known  to  others  as 
to  thyfelf  :  and  it  may  concern  others,  that  they 
near  thee  give  God  thanks  for  the  graces  he  hath 
gnen  thee.  But  if  thou  preferveft  thy  thoughts  and 
opinions  of  thyielf  truely  humble,  thou  mayeft  with 
moie  fafety  give  God  thanks  in  public  for  the  good 
whicn  cannot,  or  ought  not  to  be  concealed. 

9-  Be  not  always  ready  to  excufe  every  overfGht 
or  indifcretion,  or  ill  a&ion  :  but  if  thou  hall  been 
guilty  of  it,  confe/s  it  plainly  ;  for  virtue  fcornsalie 
for  its  cover ;  but  to  hide  a  fin  with  it,  is  like 
&  cruft  of  leprofy  drawn  over  an  ulcer.  If  thou 
heeft  not  guilty,  (unlefs  it  be  fcandalous)  be 
not  over  earneft  to  remove  it,  but  rather  chufe  it  as 
-an  argument  againfl  all  vain  conceit  of  thyfelf.  Ac- 

cuftom 
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cuflom  thyfelf  to  bear  cenfure,  and  the  harffl  words 
of  an  enemy  patiently  and  contentedly;  always  re¬ 
membering  that  the  anger  of  an  enemy  is  a  better 
monitor,  and  reprefents  our  faults  or  admonifhers  us 
of  our  duty,  with  more  heartinefs,  than  the  kindnefs 
does,  or  precious  balm  or  a  friend. 

10.  Drive  away  all  flatterers  from  thy  company, 
and  at  no  hand  endure  them  ;  for  he  that  endures 
hinafelf  to  he  abufed  by  another,  is  not  onlv  a  fool 
for  entertaining  the  mockery,  but  loves  to  have  his 
own  opinion  of  hitnfelf  to  be  heightened  and  cheri til¬ 
ed. 

1 1.  Remember  that  Humility,  and  Charity,  and 
Sufferings,  are  to  Chriftianitv,  as  the  Bodv,  and 
the  Son!,  and  the  Spirit,  are  to  the  whole  man. 
And  let  this  divine  lenience  never  depart  from  thy 


mind,  that  God  resisteth  the  proud,  but  gi¬ 
ve:  tit  GRACE  to  the  humble  :  grace  and  pardon, 
remedy  and  relief agninft  miferv  and  opprefflon,  con¬ 
tent  in  all  condition  ■,  tranquillity  of  Ipirif,  patience 
in  afflictions,  love  abroad,  peace  at  home,  and  uttejr 
freedom  from  contention  and  the  fin  of  cen Turing  o- 
thers,  and  the  trouble  cf  being  cen  lured  themfelves. 

Laftly  :  If  we  need  any  new  incentives  to  the 
pra (Slice  of  this  grace,  lei  us  never  forget,  that  the 
blefled  Saviour  of  the  wot  Id.  hath  done  ruoie  to 

O  2  preferibe, 


prefcnbe,  and  transmit,  and  fecure  this  grace  than 
any  other  ;  his  whole  life  being  a  great  and  conti- 
nued  example  of  humility ;  a  vaft  defcent  from  the 
glorious  bofcm  cfhisk  ather,  to  the  womb  of  a  poor 
maiden,  to  the  form  of  a  fervant,  to  the  miferies  of 
a  (inner  ;  to  a  liie  of  labour,  to  a  date  of  poverty, 
to  a  death  of  malefa&ors,  to  the  grave  of  death  :  He 
wafhed  the  feet  of  his  difciples,  and  even  Judas  him- 
felf,  that  this  a<51ion  might  be  turned  into  a  fermon 
to  preach  this  duty,  and  to  make  it  eternal  as  his 
own  ftory  ! 

After  the  ufe  ofthefe,  and  fuch  like  inflruments 
and  confiderations,  if  vve  would  try  how  our  fouls  are 
grown,  we  may  know  that  Humility,  like  the 

<■*  *  »  «.  "  :  .  .  *>.  N  '  /  ’  H  •  -•  *  _  £  S'  * 

root  of  a  goodly  tree, is  thruh  very  far  into  the  ground, 
by  the  godly  fruits  which  appear  above-ground. 

Signs  cf  Humility . 

-  ..  ..  ■  '  ■  •  / 

I.  The  humble  man  trufts  not  to  his  own  dif- 

cretion,  but  in  matters  of  concernment,  relics  rather 
upon  the  judgment  of  his  frends,  counfellors,  or 
fplritual  guides,  2.  He  does  not  obflinately  purfue 
the  choice  of  Ids  own  will,  but  in  all  things,  lets 
God  chufe  for  him,  and  his  fup^riors  in  thcfe  things 
which  concern  them.  o.  He  dees  not  murmur  a- 

-A 

gain'd:  commands.  4»  bs  no*  Hi cj u i ^ 1 1 i v e  into  the 
reafonabicnefs of  indifferent  and  innocentcommands, 
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but  believes  their  commands  to  be  reafon  enough  in 
fuch  cafes,  to  exa£t  his  obedience.  5.  He  lives  accord¬ 
ing  to  rule,  and  with  compliance  to  public  cuftoms, 
without  any  affectation  to  fingularity.  6 .  He  is 
meek  and  indifferent  in  all  accidents  and  chances. 
7.  He  patiently  bears  injuries.  8.  He  is  never 
over  fatisfied  with  his  own  condu£t,  refolutions 
and  counfels.  9.  He  is  a  great  lover  of  good 
men,  and  a  praifer  of  wife  men,  and  a  cenfurer  of 
no  man.  10.  He  is  modcft  in  his  fpeech,  and  re- 
ferved  in  his  laughter.  ii.He  fears  when  he 
hears  himfelf  commended,  lfeft  God  fhould  make 

.  %  .  —  V  W  .f  '  '  '  L  «  •  > 

another  judgment  concerning  his  actions  than  men 
do.  12.  He  gives  no  pert  or  faucy  anfvver  when 
he  is  reproved,  whether  juftly  or  unjufliy.  13.  He 
loves  to  fit  down  in  private,  and  if  he  may,  he  re- 
fufes  the  temptation  of  offices  and  new  honours. 
14.  He  is  ingenuous,  free,  and  open  in  his  actions 
and  difcourfes.  15.  He  mends  his  fault,  and  gives 
thanks  when  he  is  adinonifhed.  16*  He  is  ready 
to  do  good  offices  to  the  murtherers  of  his  fame,  to 
flanderers,  backbiters  and  detra£iers,  as  Chrift 

^  Q  »•  H  ?  ■*'  y  i  \  ft  •*  ‘r  t*  1 

vvafhed  the  feet  of  Judas.  17.  And  is  contented  to 
be  fufpe£tecl  of  indifcretion,  fo  before  God  he  may 
be  really  innocent,  and  not  offend  ve  to  his  neigh- 

1  •  .  7’ 

hour,  nor  wanting  to  jufl  and  prudent  interefls. 

.  CHAP. 
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Setr.s  of  Xaviers  IntlruFtions  to  Miffwnaries,  Sub - 

jk tides  and  others . 

1  ^ 

0?  <!■...  ;■  i  i'.nc;  io- ■ 

JT  was  tifuai  with  him  (befide  verbal  inf}ru£>jons) 

to  write  down  for  new  miffibnaries, rectors  of  col¬ 
leges,  and  even  fometimes  for  private  perfops, 
f-jch  particular  rules  as  he  judged  neceffiary  for 
the  proper  difeharge  of  their  particular  office  :  and 

this  he  did  according  to  what  he  and  his  bre- 

■ 

thren  had  propofed  to  themfelves,  viz.  to  have  no 
other  defign,  and  to  do  nothing,  fave  on \y  &d  ?na- 

-  O'  w 

:  I  !  .  .  ;  •  r  _  *  .  >  .  .  • 

jorem  Dei  gioriam  ;  to  God's  greater  honour,  Tbofe 
inflriuStions  were  from  time  to  time  very  ample.  A 

i  •  '  »  J  *  i  7  .  •  L  . 

few  only  of  them  are  here  fet  down.  . 

Before  his  departure  for  Japan  he  preferibed, 
among  others,  the  following  rules  for  two  newly  in- 
fliruted  redlors  cf  the  feminary  at  Cca.  To  one  of 
them  whole  name  was  Paul,  he  laid, 

“  I  adjure  you,  by  the  defire  you  have  to  pleafe 

our  Lord,  to  treat  G - z,  and  all  the  fathers  and  _ 

-led  ’  ,  .•  ,  ;  e  ; : r  : 

biothers  who  arc  in  the  Indies,  with  much  mildnefs  ; 

not  ordering  them  to  do  any  thing  without  mature 

'g  ;  jj  '  1  '  ’  •  '*  .  .  .  ...  .... 

deliberation,  and  in  model!  terms,  without  any 
::  "  . .  :  }  .  .  i:.  ■  •  . ;  .  •  •■■■'■ 

thing  of  haughtinefs  or  violence.  I  pray  you  to  live 

fo 
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fo  well  with  A.  Gomez  (his  colleague)  that  the  lead 
appearance  of  mifunderftanding  betwixt  you  may  oe 
avoided  ;  nay,  and  even  the  leall  coldnefs :  but  on 
the  contrary,  that  you  may  be  always  feen  in  a  holy 
union,  and  confpiring  with  all  your  ftrength,  to  the 
common  welfare  of  fouls. 

“  As  for  thofe  letters  which  you  fhall  write  from 
time  to  time  to  thofe  unwearied  labourers,  who  bear 
the  heat  and  burthen  of  the  day,  beware  there  he 
nothing  of  fharpnefs  or  drynefs  in  them  ;  rather  be 
careful  of  every  line,  that  even  every  word  breathe 
nothing  but  tendernefs  and  fweetnefs. 

“  Whatfoever  they  fhall  require  of  you  for  their 
diet,  their  cloathing,  for  their  prel'ervation  of 
health,  or  towards  the  recovery  of  it,  furnifh  them 
liberally  and  fpeedily.  For  it  is  reafonable  you 
fh’ould  have  companion  on  them  who  labour  in- 
celianhy,  and  without  any  human  confolation*  They 
ought  to  be  refrefned,  left  they  fink  under  the 
burthen  of  the  crots.  Do  then  in  fuch  manner, 
that  they  may  not  afk  you  twice  for  necedaries. 
They  are  in  battle;  you  are  in  the  camp:  and  for 
my  own  part,  I  find  thofe  duties  of  charity  fo  juft, 
fo  indifpenfable,  that  I  am  bold  to  adjure  you  in  the 
name  of  God,  that  you  would  perform  your  duties 


H 
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.  '  L  \  \  t  -  /■  V  **  x  i  *  I 

with  ail  exa&neis,  with  all  diligence,.  and  with  all 

■  • '  *  ■  • '  ■  ■  i , , 

'fatisfaClion  imaginable. ” 

To,  one  Gafper  Barzeus,  whom  he  lent  as  a 

1  ■  i  '  ... ,  ; '  ' 

gospel  -labourer  to  Ormuz,  he  gave  in  writing,  large 
and  particular  instructions.  A  few  of  them  are  as 

'  !  V 

follows, 

.  J  }•  ;  •  I  1  ’’  •  >  ■  'S  •  ’  •  t  ■  •  ,  . 

I.  ^  A  hove  ail  things  have  a  care  of  perfecting 
yourfelf,  and  of  difcharging  faithfully  what  you  owe 
to  God,  and  your  own  confcience.  For  by  this  means 
you  will  become  mcft  capable  of  ferving  your  neigh¬ 
bour,  and  of  gaining  fouls.  Take  pleafure  in  the 
mcft  abjeCt  employments  of  your  ir.iniftry  ;  that  by 
exercifing  them  you  may  acquire  humility,  and 
daily  advance  in  that  virtue.  Give  yourfelf  the 
trouble  of  hearing  the  children  and  Haves  re¬ 
peat  word  by  word,  thofe  prayers  which  they 
ought  to  have  by  heart ;  and  lay  not  on  any  other 
perfon  an  employment  fo  little  oflentatious.  They 
who  behold  you  thus  exerci fed,  will  be  edified  by 
your  moddfty.  Amd,  as  modeft  perfons  eafily  attract 
the  efieem  of  others,  they  will  the  more  readily 
judge  you  proper  to  inflruct  t lie mfe Ives  in  the 
myfleries  of  theChrifiian  religion. 

“  You  fhall  frequently  vi fit  the  poor  in  the  hos¬ 
pitals,  and  from  time  to  , time  exhort  them  to  con- 
fefs  their  offences  to  God,  and  to  communicate ;  giv¬ 
ing 


FRANCIS  XAVIER  j67 

ing  them  to  underhand,  that  the  former  is  the  re¬ 
medy  for  part  fins,  and  the  latter  a  prefervative  a- 
gaind  relapfes.  That  both  tend  to  dedroy  the  mif- 
eries  of  which  they  complain, by  reafon  that  the  ilk 
they  fuller,  are  only  the  punifhment  of  their  offences. 

Procure  for  their  bodies,  all  the  relief  within  your 

¥ 

power.  You  will  in  the  mean  time  find  it  need¬ 
ful,  to  attend  with  diligence,  in  order  well  to  dif- 
tingitifh  between  the  truly  indigent,  and  thofe 
who  are  but  counterfeits  ,*  that  you  may  not  expofe 
yourfelf  to  be  deceived  by  thofe  wicked  men,  who 
a&edt  an  air  of  innocence  and  poverty. 

41  You  dial l  gain  all  the  leifure  you  can  for  thofe 
fundlions  which  are  yours  in  a  more  efpecial  man¬ 
ner,  which  are  devoted  to  the  converfion  of  fouls. 
Ufe  all  poflible  diligence  and  precaution,  to  per- 
vent  the  cenfurcs  and  fufpicions  of  a  fort  of  people 
who  interpret  all  things  in  the  word  meaning,  and 
are  even  glad  to  find  occafion  againd  the  fervants 
of  God,  even  where  there  is  no  jud  occafion. 

“  Conduct  yourfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  with 
worldly  perfons,  with  whom  you  have  any  fami¬ 
liarity  or  friendfhip,  as  if  you  thought  they  might 
one  day  become  your  enemies.  By  this  manage¬ 
ment  of  yourfelf,  you  will  neither  do  nor  fay  any 
thing  of  which  you  may  have  reafon  to  repent,  and 

with 
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with  which  they  may  upbraid  you  in  their  paffion. 
We  are  obliged  to  thefe  precautions,  by  the  Tons  of 
a  corrupt  generation,  who  are  continually  looking 
on  the  children  of  light  with  miflruftful  and  malig¬ 
nant  eyes. 

44  You  are  not  to  have  lefs  circumfpediion,  in 
what  relates  to  your  fpiritual  advancement ;  and  af- 
fure  yourfelf,  you  fhall  make  a  great  progrefs  in 
contemning  of  yourfelf;  and  in  union  with  God, 
if  you  regulate  all  your  words  and  actions  by  pru¬ 
dence.  The  particular  examination  of  your  con¬ 
science,  will  afiift  you  much  in  this.  Fail  not  of  do¬ 
ing  it  twice  a  day,  or  once  at  lead,  whatsoever  bufi- 
nefs  you  have  upon  your  hands. 

44  Preach  to  the  people  the  moil  frequently  you 
can  ;  for  preaching  is  an  univerfal  good  ,*  and  a- 
mong  all  evangelical  employments,  there  is  none 
more  profitable.  Take  for  the  fubje<5L  of  yourfer- 
mons  clear  and  unqueflionable  truths,  which  tend  of 
themfelves  to  the  regulation  of  manners.  Set  forth  the 
enormity  of  fin,  by  reprefenting  and  glorifying  that 
infinite  mercy,  which  is  offered  to  the  finner.  Im¬ 
print  on  fouls,  a  lively  horror  of  that  fentence, which 
fhall  be  thundered  out  againgft  the  impenitent  at  the 
laff  judgment.  Reprefent  with  all  the  colours  of 
your  eloquence,  thofe  pains  which  the  damned  are 

eternally 
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eternally  to  fuffer!  In  fine,  threaten  with  death, 

■  '  •  ■  ■  '•  *  i 

and  tnat  with  fudden  death,  thofe  who  neglebl  their 

/:  f  V  5  /“.*  *"  *  '  /  ■*  '  ,  \  *  .  .  •  ,  f  -7  U 

falvarion,  and  who  having  their  confcience  loaded 
with  many  fins;  yet  deep  on  in  fecurity,  as  if  they 
had  no  caufe  to  fear. 

^  ou  are  to  mingle  with  all  thefe  confidera- 

:  ■  ;  .  ';•!!){  'r  -  > 

lions,  that  ol  the  crois,  and  the  death  of  the  Saviour 

of  mankind;  representing  him  as  fcourged  to  blood, 

nailed  to  the  wood,  and  expiring  in  the  Tinner’s  place. 

Yea,  with  his  open  wounds!  pouring  forth  healing' 

dreams  of  blood  and  water,  that  thereby  we  may  be 

wafiied  and  made  clean  !  You  are  to  do  this  in  a 

moving,  pathetical  manner,  by  thofe  figures  which 

are  proper  to  excite  fuch  motions,  as  caufe  in  our 

hearts  a  deep  forrow  for  our  Tins,  in  the  prefence  of 

an  offended  God  I  This  is  the  idea  which  I  wifh 

you  would  propofe  to  yourfelf  for  preaching  profit¬ 
ably.”* 

Still  feach  the  go/pel  rather  than  the'  law  : 

By  hvee t  conftraint  your  auditories  draw  : 

Exhale  Yf  frbhLC,nS  m’ndS  ;  Wh'le  love>  i;k«  heat, 

“  haU  the  foul  fublime,  to  feek  her  native  feat. 

o  threats,  the  ftubborn  finner  oft  is  hard; 

Wrajt.  .n  his  erttnes,  again!)  the  Dorm  prepar’d  • 

Eat  when  t^e  milder  beams  of  mercy  LI  * 

-  ?‘nd  jhr,OW's,hls  camb’rous  clo/tk  away  ! 

Ltghtnm  r  and  thunder  (heaven’s  artillery)  * 

As  harbingers  before  th’  Almighty  fly  • 

'TflH,rp;oclr;his^le> an<i 

lhe  lliuer  found  fucceeds;  and  God  is there! 

P  “  Af 
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61  As  to  private  reproving  of  offenders,  you  will 
need  much  zeal,  and  at  the  fame  time  much  difcre- 
tion.  "I  here  are  a  tort  of  people,  w  ho  are  commonly 
proud  and  nice  in  hearing,  who  inflead  of  mending 
by  public  admonitions,  become  furious,  like  bulls, 
who  are  pricked  forward  by  a  goad.  Before  you  take 
upon  you  to  give  fuch,  private  admonition,  endea¬ 
vour  to  get  into  their  acquaintance  and  familiarity. 
Make  your  admonitions  either  more  gentle,  or 
more  ftrong,  according  as  you  have  more  or  iefs 
accefs  to  them.  But  always  moderate  the  roughefc 
part  of  your  reproof,  with  a  becoming  carriage,  and 
fweetnefsof  addrefs;  by  the  civility  of  good  manners 
in  your  words,  and  a  fincere  difcovery,  that  all  you 
do,  is  the  effect  of  the  kindnefsyou  have  for  them. 
It  is  good  aifo  in  many  cafes  to  add  (though  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!  meannefs  or  fervility)  refpedfful  fuhmif- 
jfion  to  the  pleafingnefs  of  your  difcourfe,  with  ten¬ 
der  embraces,  and  all  the  marks  of  that  condefcen- 
fion  and  good-will,  you  have  for  the  perfon  of 
him,  whom  you  thus  correct.  For  if  a  rigid  coun¬ 
tenance  and  harfh  language,  (hould  accompany  re¬ 
proof,  which  of  itfelf  is  hard  of  digeflion,  and  bitter 
to  the  tafte,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  men  accuf- 

tomed  to  flatteries,  will  not  endure  it.  And  there 

*•  ■  c  ’-*■  "  1 

is  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  a  burfl  of  rage  againft 

the 


F RANCIS  X  A  V I  E  R 


171 

tlie  reprover,  will  be  all  the  fruit  of  the  repri- 
man  cl. 

“  As  to  your  treatment  of  enormous  fmners,  who 
being  iorely  touched  with  remorfe  and  fhame,  to 
a  degree  of  the  utmofl  confu-fion,  you  will  need 
all  the  prudence  cf  an  apoftie.  In  fuch  cafes, 
it  may  be  ne'ceflary  for  you  fometiroes  to  di (cover 
to  .them,  for  their  encouragement  to  hope  in  the  di¬ 
vine  mercy,  in  general  the  frailties  of  your  own 
Jives.  For  what  can  a  true  and  fervent  charity  re- 
fule,  for  the  fafety  or  tliofe  fouls,  who  have  been  re¬ 
deemed  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrid  !  But  to  unde r- 
Fand,  when  this  is  proper  to  be  done,  how  far  to 
proceed,  ana  with  what  precautions,  is  what  the 
interior  fpirit,  and  your  own  experience  mud  teach 
you,  in  thofc  particular  conjunctures. 

You  fhall  employ  in  the  converfion  of  infidels, 
ail  the  time  you  have  free  from  your  ordinary  la- 
hours,  which  indifpenlably  regard  chridians,  Al¬ 
ways  prefer  thole  employments  which  are  of  a  lar¬ 
ger  extent,  to  thole  which  arc  more  narrowly  con¬ 
fined.  According  to  that  rule  you  fhall  never  o- 
mit  a  fermon  in  public,  for  any  private  adidance 
to  a  foul.  An  hour  before  your  daily  public  cate- 

chid ng,  I  recommend  to  you,  or  your  companion, 
to  go  <0  the  places  of  mod  concourfc  in  the  town, 

and 
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and  invite  all  men  with  a  loud  voice,  to  come 

and  hear  the  expofition  of  the  chrifiian  doc- 
trine. 

In  the  letters  which  you  {ball  fend  from  time 
to  liir.c,  ci  the  luccefs  ot  your  Jabours,  and  the 
methods  you  puifue  for  the  ccnverOon  of  fouls,  fee 
tl;at  you  let  nothing  flip  into  thofe  accounts  which 
may  reafonably  give  offence  to  any  man  ;  nothing 
K.at  may  mom  im  procaine  ,  nothing  which  may  net 
cony  the  reaccr,  ana  give  mm  occafion  jto  magnify 
the  name  of  God  * 

u  Speak  always  with  civility  and  mil.dn.efs-,  even 
in  your  re^pcofs,  as  have  been  already  told  you  ;  arrd 
when  you  reprove  any  one,  do  it  with  fo  much  char¬ 
ity,  that  it  may  be  evident,  the  fault  difpleafes  you 
and  not  the  perfon.  To  fuch  boners  as  cannot, 
as  they  fay,  fo  conquer  themfeives,  as  to  put 
away  the  occafion  of  their  fin  ;  or  it  may  be 
to  make  refiitution  of  thofe  goods  which  they 
have  gotten  unlawfully,  and  detain  unjufUy  from 
other  men.  After  vou  have  endeared  vourfelf 

j  j 

to  them,  by  familiar  acquaintance,  advjfc  them  to 
fay  that  to  their  own  hearts,  which  they  would  fay 
to  a  fiend,  on  like  occa.fi  o.n  ;  and  oblige  them,  as  it 

were  for  the  cxercile  ot  their  parts,  todeviie  Inch  ar¬ 
guments, 
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guments,  as  condemn  their  own  actions  in  the  perion 
of  another.* 

(t  Whoever  forms  young  people  to  a  religious  life, 
ought  to  leave  nothing  untried,  to  bring  them  to  a 

free  and  candid  difcovery  of  their  evil  inclinations, 

-  , » 

and  the  fugged  ions  of  the  devil,  at  the  fame  mo¬ 
ment,  if  povfibie,  when  they  are  tempted  :  for  with¬ 
out  this  they  will  never  be  able  to  difentangle  them- 
felves  from  the  fnares  of  the  tempter  ;  never  will 
arrive  to  a  religious  perfection.  On  the  contrary, 
thofe  find  leeds  of  evil,  being  brooded  over  and 
nourifhed,  as  I  may  fay,  bydlence,  will  infenfibly 
produce  mod  lamentable  e  he  61s  ;  even  fo  far,  till 
they  begin  to  grow  weary  of  all  regularity  ;  to 
naul.ate  it,  and  at  length  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
Chrid,  and  replunge  rhemfel.ves  into  the  pollutions 
of  the  world. 


ok*  lore  you  treat  with  any  one  concern  in  p*  his 
fpiriual  affairs,  endeavour  to  underhand  how  his 
foul  hands  affbcled.  Whether  it  becalm,  or  toiled 
with  any  violent  padion  ;  whether  it  be  ready  to 
tel  low  the  right  way,  when  it  lhall  be  diewn  to  him, 


or  whether  he  wander 
ther  it  he  the  tempter, 


5  h'om  it  of  let  pur  pole.  Whe- 
or  the  bias  oi  his  own  inclina- 
^  2  tion, 


Tjus  Lilt  direction  and  the  next  paragraph,  were 
peculiarly  defigaed  for  the  youth  of  their  colleges. 
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tion,  which  fed uccs  him  to  evil ;  whether  he  be  do¬ 
cile  and  difpoied  to  hear  good  counfel,  or  of  that 
untradlable  humour,  on  which  no  hold  is  to  be  faf- 
tened.  It  will  behove  you  to  vary  your  difcourfe 
according  to  thofe  feveral  difpofitions.  But  though 
more  circumfpedtion  is  to  be  taken  with  hardened 
fouls,  and  difficult  of  accefs,  you  are  never  to  flat¬ 
ter  the  difeafe,  nor  fay.  any  thing  to  them,  which 

may  weaken  the  virtue  of  the  remedy  and  hinder  the 

efFech 

“  Endeavour  to  get  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
world,  and  ot  men  ;  and  in  order  thereto,  you  are 
not  to  take  Iefs  pains,  than  formerly  you  have  done, 
in  learning  philofophy  and  divinity*  This  fcience 
is  not  to  be  learned  from  ancient  manuferipts,  nor 
printed  books  ;  it  is  in  living  books,  and  the  con- 
verfation  of  knowing  men,  that  you  muff  ftudy  it. 
With  it  you  fhall  do  more  good,  than  if  you  dealt 
amongd  the  people  in  preaching,  all  the  arguments 
of  the  dodlors,  and  all  the  fubtilty  of  the  fchools. 

“  In  your  fermons  afFedf  not  to  make  a  fbew  of 
much  learning,  or  of  a  happy  memory,  by  citing 
many  paffages  of  ancient  authors  :  fome  few  are 
necelTary,  but  let  them  be  chofen  and  fitted  to  the 
purpofe.  Employ  the  bed  part  of  your  fermons  in  a 
lively  defeription  of  the  interior  Fate  of  worldly 

fouls 


fouls.  Set  before  their  eyes,  and  let  them  fee  as  in 
a  glafs  their  own  difquiets,  their  little  cunnings, 
their  trifling  projedts  and  their  vain  hopes.  Shew 
them  moreover  the  unhappy  idue  of  their  defignsA  ou 
(hall  difeover  to  them  the  fnares  which  are  laid  for 
them  by  the  evil  fpirit,  and  indrudl  them  in  the  means 
of  diunning  them.  \  ou  {hall  plainly  declare,  that 
if  they  differ  themfelvesto  be  furprifed  by  them,  they 
are  to  expedt  the  word  that  can  happen  to  them  ; 
and  by  this  you  (hall  gain  their  attention  :  for  a  man 
never  fails  of  an  attentive  audience,  when  the  inter- 
ed  of  the  hearer  is  the  fubjedt  of  the  difeourfe. 
Thofe  things  which  are  above  the  level  of  the  world, 
only  make  a  noife,  aud  fignify  nothing.  It  is  ne- 
ceiTary  to  reprefent  men  to  themfelves,  if  you  will 
gain  them.  But  in  order  well  to  exprefs  what  pades 
in  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  you  mud  fird  under- 
dand  them  well  ;  and  in  order  to  that,  you  mud 
know  their  converfation  :  you  mud  watch  them  nar¬ 
rowly,  and  fathom  all  their  depths.  Study  then  thofe 
living  books,  and  allure  yourfelf,  that  you  (hall  draw 
out  of  them  the  means  of  turning  Tinners  from  the 
error  of  their  way  s.  On  the  whole,  you  will  qoirse 
to  fee,  that  the  duty  of  a  preacher,  is  to  found  the 
bottom  of  human  hearts,  to  have  an  excellent  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  world,  to  make  a  faithful  pidfurc  of  man, 

and 
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and  ft t  it  in  a  true  light,  that  every  one  may  know  it 
for  his  own. 

“In  fine,  I  recommend  you  to  yourfelf ;  and 
that  in  particular,  you  never  forget  that  you  are. a 
member  or  Joins!  In  the  conjunctures  of  affairs,  ex¬ 
perience  will  beft  inflruft  you,  what  will  be  mod 
for  God’s  fervics  ;  for  there  is  no  better  mailer  than 
practice  and  obiervation  in  matters  of  prudence. 
Remember  me  always  in  your  prayers,  and  defire  of 
thofe  who  are  under  your  direction,  to  recommend 
me  in  theirs,  to  the  common  Mailer  whom  we  ie rve. 
May  it  pleafe  the  Lord  to  go  along  with  you,  to 
conn u ft  you  on  your  voyage,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  to  continue  here  with  us.” 

To  another  he  gave  the  following  inflruftdons. 

Always  treat  thole  with  whom  you  are  concerned 
with  mildnefsand  refpeft.  Let  not  the  leaf!  rough- 
nets,  or  haughty  carriage  appear  in  you,  unlefs  your 
moderation  and  humility  fhould  be  turned  into  con¬ 
tempt  :  for  on  fuch  occafions,  have  nothing  in 
your  intentions  but  the  good  of  your  inferiors,  and 
not  making  the  contempt  of  your  authority  the  objeft 
of  your  vengence,  you  are  to  make  the  guilty  feme- 
wiiat  fen  fib  le  of  your  power.  Nothing  more  encour- 
ages  the  unfraftable  and  haughty  to  rebellion,  than 
the  iofti-jefs  and  fearful  fpirit  of  a  governor*  And  it  is 
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not  credible  how  afTuming,  proud,  and  peremptory  a 
certain  fort  of  people  will  grow,  when  once  they  find 
the  reins  are  flackened,  and  that  their  pufillanimous 
fuperior,  is  afraid  of  punithing  their  want  of  due  ret- 
peft.  Impunity  hardens  them  in  their  infolence  ;  or 
rathermakes  them  more  and  more  audacious;  which 
didurbs  the  peace  of  religious  bodies-  Let  therefore 
no  consideration,  or  regard  of  per'on,  or  any  other 
thing, hinder  you  from  the  performance  of  your  duly-  ^ 
“  In  the  vifits  which  are  made  you,  endeavour 
to  find  out  the  bottom  and  end  of  their  defigu  who 
come  to  fee  you.  For  Come  there  are,  the  lead 
part  of  whofe  bufinefsis  to  be  inftru&ed  in  fpirituals; 
it  is  only  temporal  intered  which  brings  them  to  you. 
There  will  even  be  fome,  who  will  come  to  make 
known  the  date  of  their  foul,  on  no  other  motive 
than  to  acquaint  you  with  the  neceflities  of  their  fami¬ 
lies.  The  bed  counfel  I  can  give  you,  is  to  dand 
upon  your  guard  with  fuch  t  and  to  be  rid  of  them, 
let  them  know  from  the  very  fird,  that  you  can  nei¬ 


ther  furnilh  them  with  money, nor  procure  them  any 
favour  from  other  men.  Be  warned  to  have  as  lit¬ 
tle  difeourfe  with  this  fort  of  people  as  pollibly 
you  can  :  for  mod  commonly  they  are  great  talkers, 
and  if  you  trouble  yourfelf  with  giving  them  the 

hearing,  you  are  aim  oft  certain  to  lofe  your  time. 

For 
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For  what  remain3,  di/quiet  not  yourfeif  with  what 
•hoy  think  or  fay  of  you.  Le,  then  „lurraiir  on  : 

ou  are  to  (hew  no  degree  of  involution,  as  though 
you  wavered  betwixt  the  world  and  Chrift.  £. 
member  that  you  cannot  covet  popular  approbation 
without  betraying  your  minify,  or  becoming  a  de- 

'ertCr  °f  y°Ur  faCrcd  colou«>  going  back  from 
,il;t  evangeli«l  Perfcaion,  which  you  are  obliged  to 
iollow  with  an  unrelenting  ardour.’* 

Before  his  depu  ture  to  Japan,  he  left  in  writing 
t  le  following  rules  for  a  young  gentleman,  whole 
name  was  Juan  Bravo.  This  young  man,  by  his 
noble  birth  and  valour,  might  have  expend  to 
rai/e  his.  fortune  in  the  world  :  but  he  preferred 
the  humility  of  the  crofs,  to  all  earthly  expectations. 

“  See  here  ™y  dear  brother,  fays  Xavier,  the 
“  form  of  life  which  you  are .  cqnftantjy.  to  prafNfe 
“  every  day.  In  the  morning,  as  foon  as  you  are  a- 
“  wakened,  prepare  yourfeif  to  meditate  on  feme 
myttery  of  our  Lord,  beginning  from  his  holy  na¬ 
tivity,  and  continuing  to  his  glorious  afeenfion. 

“  Co’nfider  every  day  one  myftery,  in  fuch  manner, 

“  that  if,  for  example,  on  Monday,  the  birth  of  our 
oaviour  was  the  fubjedl  of  your  meditation,  that  of 
<ib,  eiicmncifion  fhould  be  for  Tuefday ;  and  fo  in 
courle,  till  ina  months  time,  having  run  through 

“  ail 
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u  all  the  aftions  of  Jefus  Chrift,  you  come  to  contem- 
4<  plate  him  afcending  into  heaven  in  triumph  !  You 
“  are  every  month  to  begin  thete  meditations  *gain. 

“  in  the  fame  order. 

**  After  dinner  you  fhall  refume  your  morning 
u  prayer,  and  refleft  on  the  fame  mydery  half  an  hour. 

“  You  are  to  employ  yourfelf  in  this  manner  interi- 
“  orly  through  all  the  variety  of  your  outward  bufi- 
“  nefs;  giving  an  hour  in  everyday,to  the  confider- 
“  ation  of  the  mod  holy  lifeof  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrid, 
in  whatfoever  affair,  or  in  whatioever  incumbrance 
“  you  are  engaged. 

Before  you  lie  down  at  night,  examine  well 
your  confcience,  in  calling  over  your  thoughts, 

“  words,  and  aftions  of  all  the  day  ;  and  even  ob- 
“  ferving,  if  you  have  not  failed  of  doing  fomefhing 
“  which  it  was  your  duty  to  have  done.  Let  this 
u  difcuflion  be  as  exaft  as  if  you  was  juft  ready  to 
“  give  the  mod  drift  and  jud  account  of  yourfelf. 

“  After  you  have  conceived  a  mod  lively  forrow  for 
6  your  faults,  by  the  motive  of  God’s  love,  you 
“  flia11  humbly  afk  pardon  of  Jefus  Chrid,  and  vow 
“  amendment  to  him.  In  fine,  you  fhall  fo  difpofe 
yourlelf  to  red,  that  your  deep  may  come  upon  ] 
“  you  in  thoughts  of  piety,  and  in  refolutious  ofpaf- 
u  ling  the  next  day  in  greater  holined. 


<  c 
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U  the  morrow,  at  your  waking,  think  on 
the  fins  which  you  .obferved  in  the  examination 
“  of  7our  confidence  the  night  before  ;  and  while 
“  you  are  putting  on  your  cloaths,  afk  the  aflifiance 
tC  God  s  grace,  that  you  may  not  that  day  relapfe 
into  your  yefterday  s  alienees.  *1  hen  perform  your 
morning  s  meditation,  and  proceed  through  your 
wnole  day  s  exercile  as  has  been  ordered  before. 
But  fee  that  you  are  fo  pundlual,  and  fo  exa£t  here¬ 
in,  that  nothing  but  ficknefs  prevent  you.* 

For  what  remains,  whatfoever  you  do,  or  in 
U  whatfoever  condition  of  fpirit  youmay  be,  labour 
wdth  all  your  power,  ftiji  to  overcome  yourfelf. 

“  Subdue  your  paffions,  embrace  what  is  mod  con- 
“  trary  to  your  fenfcs.  Reprefs  all  natural  defire 
<C  Slory  especially,  and  fpare  net  yourfelf 
in  that  particular  till  you  have  torn  out  of  your 

“  heart  the  very  roots  of  pride  :  not  only  fuffering 
yourfelf  to  be  debated  beneath  all  men,  but  being: 

7  o 

glad 

Ihefe,  and  fuch  like  inflrudions,  which  relate  to 
practical  piety,  and  the  giving  onefelf  wholly  to  theft  things , 
ihoti  Id  not  be  thought  to  invalidate,  much  lefs  fupercede, 
the  doctrine  of  salvation  e  y  grace  ;  that  not  by  works 
nj  righteoufnefsy  which  we  can  do,  but  according  to  his  wer- 
cj  :c  jav c  h  us,  through  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Saviour*  Both 
the  one  and  the  other,  has  its  proper  and  necelTary  place  in 
the  dodrine  which  is  according  to  godlinefs. 


„  *v;. y-v 
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u  glad  to  be  defpifed.  For,  hold  this  for  certain, 
“  that  without  this  humility  and  mortification,  you 
“  can  neither  advance  in  virtue,  nor  ferve  your 
neighbour  as  you  ought,  nor  be  acceptable  to 
li  God. 

“  Obey  in  all  things  the  luperior  with  whom 
you  live  ;  and  however  difpleafing,  or  difficult  the 
things  may  be,  which  he  commands  you,  perform 
“  them  with  much  chearfulnefs;  never  oppofing  his 
u  orders,  nor  making  any  exception  on  your  part  on 
“  any  account  whatfoever.  With  whatfoever  tempta- 
“  tions  you  (hall  find  yourfelf  aflaulted,  difeover  them 
“  fincerely  to  him  who  governs  you  ;  and  remain 
u  perluaded,  that  this  is  the  only  means  of  fubduing 
“  them.  Befide  this  advantage,  there  accrue  other 
“  fpiritua!  profits,  in  making  known  the  fecret  mo- 
u  tions  of  your  heart.  For  the  violence  which  you 
u  do  to  yourfelf,  to  furmount  that  natural  fhamefa- 
“  cednefs,  which  hinders  you  from  acknowledging 
u  your  imperfe&ions  and  frailties,  draws  down  the 
“  grace  of  God  upon  you.  And  on  the  other  fide,  this 

u  overture  and  franknefs  of  heart,  ruins  the  defi^ns 

* 

“  of  the  evil  fpirit,  who  can  never  do  mifehief,  but 
“  when  he  is  in  dilguife  :  but  when  once  difeovered, 
u  is  fo  far  difarmed,  that  they  for  whom  he  lies  in 
ambuffi,  may  triumph  over  him**’ 

Q.  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  VII. 

Of  his  SulmiJJicn  to  God's  good  Pleafure 

JpHE  humility  and  fpiritual  prudence  of  Xavier, 
were  the  principle  of  a  perfect  tub  million  to  the 
\vi  11  of  God.  He  never  undertook  any  thing  with¬ 
out  confulting  him  before-hand  ;  and  the  divine  de- 
creeswere  his  only  rule. 

u  I  have  made  continual  prayer,  fays, he,  fpeak- 
ing  of  his  voyage  to  Macafler,  to  know  what  heaven 
requires  of  me.  For  I  was  firmly  refolved,  not  to 
be  wanting  on  my  part,  to  fulfill  the  will  of  God, 
whenfoever  it  fliou Id  be  made  known  to  me.  He 
commands  us  to  be  always  in  readinefs  to  obey 
him  at  the  firft  fignal ;  and  it  becomes  us,  as  Gran¬ 
gers  in  this  world,  to  be  always  prepared  to  follow’ 
the  voice  of  our  conductor.  "We  are  like  travellers, 

not  fixed  to  any  country  thlough  which  we  pafs. 

« 

It  is  our  duty  to  be  prepared  to  fly  from  one  region 
to  another,  or  rather  into  oppoiiie  regions,  where 
the  voice  cl  heaven  (hall  pleale  to  call  us.  Fa  ft  and 
Weft,  North  and  South,  are  all  indifferent  to  me, 
provided  I  might  have  but  an  opportunity  of  ad¬ 
vancing  the  glory  ot  our  Lord. 

He  fays  elfewbere,  “  I  could  with  that  you  had 
ever  in  your  mind  this  meditation,  that  a  ready  and 
obedient  will, which  is  entirely  devoted  to  God's  ler- 

vice. 
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vice,  is  a  more  pleating  facrifice  to  the  divine  Ma- 

* 

jefi}r,  than  all  the  pomp  and  glitter  of  our  noify  ac¬ 
tions,  without  the  inferior  difpcfition.” 

Being  thoroughly  convinced,  that  the  perfe&ioir 
of  the  creature,  confills  in  willing  nothing  but  the 
will  of  the  O.ator;  he  concluded  ahnoft  all  his 
letters,  with  a  dcfire  of  knowing,  and  fulfilling  it. 
He  Sacrificed  all  to  this  principle,  even  his  ardent 
willies  to  die  for  Jefus,  by  the  hands  of  the  barba¬ 
rians.  for  though  he  breathed  after  martyrdom, 
he  well  underftood  that  the  tender  of  our  life,  is  not 
acceptable  to  God,  when  he  requires  it  not  ;  and  he 
was  more  fearful  of  difplcafing  Him  than  defir- 
ous  of  being  a  martyr  for  him.  So  that  he  died 
Satisfied,  when  he  died  in  a  poor  cabbin,  of  a 
natural  death  ;  though  he  was  at  that  very  time, 
on  the  point  of  carrying  the  goSpel  into  the  king¬ 
dom  oi  China.  And  it  may  be  therefore  faid,  that 
he  Sacrificed,  not  only  his  own  glory,  but  even  that 
or  Jef  usChrift ,  to  the  good  pleafure  of  God  almighty. 

His  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  was  the  true 
ground  oi  that  ready  obedience  and  fubmiffion,  in 
regard  to  his  fuperiors,  which  were  fo  eminently 

obfervable  in  Xavier.  He  had  for  / - s,  his 

Spititual  father  and  fuperior  of  their  order,  a  venera- 

Uorx  and  rev2rence  mixed  with  tendernefs,  which  fur- 
pats  imagination.  “  I  conjure  you,  faid  Xavier  to 

him, 


* 
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him,  ina  letter  from  India,  to  fend  hither  fome 
holy  man,  whofe  fervour  may  excite  our  lazy  faint- 
nefs.  I  hope  you  will  not  be  wanting  to  fuppiy  us 
with  the  means  of  awakening  our  languifhing  and 
drowiy  virtue,  and  of  infpiring  us  with  the  love  of 
true  perfection. 

“  A  ou  will  do  a  charitable  work,  faid  he  to  him 
in  another  letter,  in  writing  to  me  a  letter  full  of 
fpiritual  infl ruCtions,  as  a  legacy  bequeathed  to  one 
who  is  the  lead  of  all  your  children,  at  the  farthed 
didance  from  you,  and  as  it  were,  banifhed  from  your 
prefence,  by  which  I  may  partake  of  fome  of  thefe  a- 
bundant  treafures  which  God  has  bedowed  upon  you. 
Again,  “  I  conjure  you,  by  the  love  of  Jcfus  Chrid, 
to  give  me  the  method  which  I  ought  to  keep,  in  ad¬ 
mitting  thole  who  are  to  be  members  of  our  commu¬ 
nity,  and  write  tome  at  large,  conddering  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  my  talent,  which  is  well  known  to  you.  For, 
if  you  give  me  not  your  affidance,  the  poor  ability 
which  I  have  in  thefe  matters,  will  be  the  occafion 
of  my  lefing  many  opportunities  for  the  increafe  ot 
God’s  glory.” 

“  Your  charity,  lie  fays  in  another  letter  to / — j, 
tells  me,  that  you  have  an  earned  defire  to  fee  me  once 
again  in  this  prefent  life.  God  w  ho  looks  into  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  can  tell,  how  fendbly  that  mark 
of  your  friendfhip  has  touched  me  !  Truly,  when¬ 
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ever  that  exprefiion  of  yours  returns  to  rny  remem- 
brace,  and  it  frequently  returns,  the  tears  corce 
dropping  from  my  eyres,  and  I  cannot  refrain  them, 
while  I  revolve  that  happy  thought,  that  once,  yet 
once  again,  it  may  be  given  me  to  embrace  you.  1 
confefs  it  appears  difficult  to  compafs  my  deiires, 
but  all  things  are  poffibie  to  holy  obdience. 

A  few  of  his  maxims  on  obedience  are  as  follows: 

“  There  is  nothing  more  certain,  nor  lets  lub- 
jecf  to  miftake,  than  to  be  always  willing  to  obey: 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  dangerous  to  live  in  complaif- 
ance  to  our  own  will. 

The  devil  by  his  malicious  fuggeftions,  tempts 

•v 

the  greateft  part  of  rhofe  who  have  dovoted  them- 

felves  to  God's  fervice.  What  makes  you  there? 

he  fecretly  whifpcrs*  How  canyon  hear  this?  See 

» 

you  not  that  you  do  but  lafe  your  labour?  Refift  that 
thought,  with  all  your  (Length  :  for  it  is  capable,  not 
only  of  hindering  you  in  the  way  of  perfection,  but 
alfo  of  feducing  you  from  it,  And  let  every  one  of 
us  pcrfuade  ourfelves,  that  we  cannot  better  ferve 
our  Lord,  than  in  that  place,  where  his  providence, 
by  our  fuperior  places  us.  Be  alfo  fatisfieo,  he  adds, 
that  when  the  time  of  God  is  come,  lie  will  difpofe 
your  luperiors  to  feud  you  to  inch  places,  where 
your  labours  (ball  abundantly  lucre ed.  In  the 
mean  time,  you  fhull  pofiefs  your  fouls  in  peace. 


by  this  means,  yon  will  well  employ  your  precious 
time,  (though  too  many  do  not  underhand  its  va¬ 
lue)  and  make  great  proficiency  in  virtue.  It  is  far 
otherwife  with  thole  refilefs  fouls,  who  do  no  good 
in  thofe  places  were  they  wifh  to  be,  becaufe  they 
are  not  there  ,*  and  are  unprofitable  both  to  them- 
felves  and  others  where  they  are,  becaufe  they  defire 
to  be  elfewhcre. 

I  intreat  you  by  our  Lord  and  Saviour  jefus 
Chrifi,  to’conhder  ferioufly  how  you  may  overcome 
thofe  temptations,  which  give  you  a  difgufi  to  your 
to  your  prefent  employments  and  to  meditate  more 
on  that,  than  how  to  engage  vourfeif  in  fuch  la¬ 
borious  affairs,  as  are  not  commanded  you.  Let  no 
man  flatter  himfclf ;  it  is  impofiible  to  excel  in 
great  matters,  before  we  arrive  to  excel  in  lefs : 
and  it  is  a  grofs  error,  under  the  pretence  of  faving 
fouls,  to  (hake  off  the  yoke  of  obedience,  which  is 
light  and  eafy  ;  and  to  take  up  a  crc  Is,  which  without 
com  pari  fan  is  more  hard  and  heavy. 

Men  perceive  not  that  their  unhappinefs  proceeds 

* 

from  want  of  fubjedficn  to  God,  and  their  endea¬ 
vour  to  apropriate  that  will  to  themfelves,  which 
fhould  by  all  right,  be  confecrated  to  our  Lord.  In 
reality,  the  more  fuch  people  live  according  to  their 
own  capricious  fancy,  the  more  uneaiy  and  melan¬ 
cholic  is  their  life. 


He 
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He  faid  in  effec\,  that  the  talents  of  nature,  and 
even  the  gifts  of  grace  itfelf,  ferve  only  to  the 
de{tru£lion  of  a  man  in  religious  orders,  who  is  not 
endued  with  the  ipirit  of  humility  and  obedience* 


C  IT  A  P.  VIII. 


Of  his  Poverty ,  and  Mortification . 


TIE  was  always  very  meanly  cloathed  ;  and  mod 
-*■  commonly  had  fo  many  patches  on  his  cafTock, 
that  the  children  of  the  idolators  derided  him.  lie 
pieced  up  his  tatters  with  his  own  hand,  and  never 
changed  his  habit,  till  it  was  worn  to  rags;  at  lead, 
if  tiie  honour  of  God,  and  the  interefts  of  religion 
did  not  oblige  him. 

The  Portuguefc  beholding  him  always  io  ill  ap¬ 
parelled,  often  de fired  him  to  give  them  leave  to 
prefent  him  with  a  new  habit  ;  but  feeing  he  would 
not  be  perfuaded,  they  once  devifed  a  way  of  Heal¬ 
ing  his  cafTock,  while  he  was  afleep.  The  trick  fuc- 
ceeded  :  Xavier,  whofe  foul  was  wholly  intent  upon 
God,  put  on  the  new  habit,  which  they  had  laid  in 
in  the  place  of  his  old  garment,  without  diicovering 
how  they  had  ferved  him.  He  pafied  the  whole  day 
in  the  fame  ignorance  of  the  cheat  ;  and  it  was  not 
till  the  evening,  that  he  perceived  it;  Supping  with 
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I  .ancis  Payva,  and  other  Portuguefe,  who  were  pri¬ 
vy  to  the  matter;  “  It  is  prehaps  to  do  honour  to  our 
table,  faid  one  of  them,  that  you  are  fo  fpruce  td  day 

ln  >'our  new  Then  catting  his  eyes  upon  his 

deaths,  he  was  much  furprifed  to  find  himfelf  in  fo 
ft  range  an  equipage.  At  length,  being  made  fenfi- 
b/c  or  tne  trick  which  they  had  played  him,  he  told 
tnem  fmiiing,  that  4 4  it  was  no  great  wonder, that  this 
rich  caffock*  looking  for  a  matter  in  the  dark,  could 
not  iee  its  way  to  (ome  body  who  deferred  it  better. ’* 
f\ll  his  moveables  were  a  matt,  on  which  he 
lay  lometimes,  and  a  little  table,  whereon  were  his 
writings,  and  fome  little  books.  He  cheerfully  un¬ 
derwent  the  greatett  hardfhips  of  poverty.  Writing 
from  Japan  to  his  friends  at  Goa,  he  foeaks  thus: 
“  Attitt  me,  I  befeech  you,  my  dear  brethren,  in  ac¬ 
knowledging  to  almighty  God,  the  fignal  favour  he 
has  dene  me.  I  am  at  length  arrived  at  japan,  were 
there  is  an  extreme  fcarcity  of  all  things  ;  which  I 
place  among  ft  the  greateft  benefits  of  providence.  ” 
flc  treated  hisflefn  with  great  fe verity.  At  lea 

the  (hip  tackling  ferved  him  for  a  bed  :  on  land,  a 

% 

matt,  or  the  earth  itfelf.  He  eat  fo  little,  that  one 
oi  his  companions  a  (Tyres  us,  that  without  a  mi¬ 
racle  he  could  not  have  lived.  His  ordinary  nour- 
iftimcnt  in  the  Indies,  was  rice  boiled  in  water,  or 
lome  little  piece  ol  fait  fUh.  But  during  the  two 

years 
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years  and  a  half  of  his  refidence  in  Japan,  he  total¬ 
ly  abstained  from  fifii,  for  the  better  edification  of 
that  people.  And  writ  to  his  brethren  at  Rome, 
tl  that  he  would  rather  choofe  to  die  of  hunger, 
than  to  give  any  man  the  lead  occafion  of  Icandai. 
He  alfo  lays,  “  I  count  it  for  a  fignal  favour,  that 
God  has  brought  me  into  a  country,  deftitute  of  all 
the  comforts  of  life;  and  where,  if  I  were  fo  ill 
difpofed,  it  would  be  impofiible  for  me,  to  pamper 
up  my  body  with  delicious  fare.”  He  perpetual¬ 
ly  travelled  bv  land  on  foot,  even  in  Japan,  where 
the  ways  are  almod  impafiable  :  and  often  walked 
with  naked  feet  in  the  greateft  feverity  of  winter. 

Faffing  from  Amanguchi  to  Meaco,  a  journey 
of  two  months  in  fome  feafons,  the  flints  and  thorns, 
had  fo  torn  his  feet  and  legs,  and  the  fatigue  was  fo 
great,  that  he  fell  into  a  languifhing  fever.  He 
nevcrfnelefs,  after  a  little  interruption,  held  on  his 
wav  without  difcoura^ement.  He  drew  hisflrength 
from  the  union  he  had  with  God,  praying  from 
morning  till  evening  ;  and  never  interrupting  his 
devotions,  but  only  to  exhort  his  friends  to  patience. 

“  The  hardfiiips  of  fo  long  navigation,  fays  he, 
in  a  letter  concerning  his  voyage  to  Japan,  fo  long 
a  fojournlng  amongft  the  Gentiles,  in  a  country  par¬ 
ched  up  with  excefiive  heats ;  all  thefe  inconveni¬ 
ences  being  fufFered  as  they  ought  to  be,  for  the  fake 
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ofChrift,  are  truly  an  abundant  fource  ofconfola- 
‘ions.  for  myfelf,  I  am  verily  peri'uaded,  that  they 
wlio  love  the  crofs  ofChrift  live  happy  in  the  midft 
offerings  ;  and  that  it  is  a  death  when  they  have 
no  opportunity  to  fuffer.  For  can  there  be  a  more 
cruel  death,  than  to  live  without  Jefus  Chrifi,  after 
once  we  have  tailed  of  him  ?  Is  any  thing  more  hard 
5ha..  to  abandon  him,  that  we  may  fatisfy  our  own 
inclinations?  Believe  me,  there  is  no  crofs  which  is  to 
ne  compared  to  that.  How  happy  is  it,  on  the 
oner  hand,  to  live  in  dying  daily,  arid  in  conquer- 
our  paffions,  to  fearch  after,  not  our  own  intereft, 
but  the  interefts  of  Jefus  Chrifi.” 

His  interior  mortification  was  the  principle  of 
thefe  thoughts,  in  this  holy  man.  From  the  firft 
3’ears  of  nis  converfion,  his  ftudy  was  to  gain  an  ab- 
folute  conquefi  over  himfelf;  and  he  contiuuedalwavs 
to  e>moit  others,  not  to  fuffer  therofelves  to  be  hur¬ 


ried  away,  by  the  fury  of  their  natur.il  defires. 

Ii  you  fearch  our  Lord  in  the  fpirit  of  ti  nth,  fays 
he  to  his  brethren  of  Goa,  and  generoufly  walk  in 
thole  ways  which  condudt  you  to  him,  the  fpiritual 
delights  which  you  tail e  in  his  fervice,  will  fweeten 
all  thofe  bitter  agonies,  which  the  conqueR  of  your- 
felves  will  cofl  you.  O  my  God  !  how  grofsly  ft u- 
picl  is  mankind,  not  to  comprehend,  that  by  a  faint 
and  cowardly  refinance  of  the  aflaults  of  the  devil, 
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they  deprive  themfelves  of  the  mod  pure  and  fincere 
delights  which  earth  can  give  them.” 

y  h  e  daiiy  practice  of  thefe  maxims,  Xavier 
became  lb  abloiute  a  mader  of  his  paffions,  that  he 
knew  not  what  it  was  to  have  the  leaft  moth  n  of  an¬ 
ger,  wrath,  or  impatience  i  and  from  thence  pro¬ 
ceeded  partly,  that  tranquility  of  foul,  and  that 
equality  of  countenance,  which  rendered  him  fo 
ea*y,  and  lo  acceptable  in  all  companies. 

It  is  natural  for  a  man  who  is  extremely  morti¬ 
fied,  to  be  chade :  And  fo  was  Xavier,  to  fuch  a 
degree,  tnat  it  has  been  fully  certified,  he  lived 
ana  died  a  virgin.  From  his  youth  upward,  he 
had  an  extreme  horror  of  impurity,  notwithftanding 
he  was  of  a  fanguine  complexion,  and  naturally  lov¬ 
ed  pleafure.  Fie  kept  his  fenfes  curbed  and  recol¬ 
lected.  He  fpoke  very  fparingly,  where  he  appre¬ 
hended  the  lead  danger  from  a  free  con  verlation ,  and 
that  with  a  grave,  moded,  and  ferious  countenance. 
His  mod  intimate  acquaintances  have  declared,  that 
they  could  never  obferve  in  him,  any  thing  that  was 
not  within  the  rules  of  the  exa&ed  decency. 

In  liKe  manner,  he  hardly  ever  forgave  himfelf 
the  lead  mifearriage  ;  and  it  is  almod  incredible  how 
far  the  tendernefs  of  his  confcience  went  on  all  occa- 
fions.  In  that  vedel  which  carried  him  from  Lifbon 
{°  Ihe  Indies,  a  child  who  was  of  years  capable  of 
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inftru&ion,  one  day  happened  to  die  fuddenly.  Xa¬ 
vier  immediately  enquired,  If  the  child  had  been  ufu- 
ally  prefent  at  catechifm,  together  with  the  fhip’s 
company  ?  It  was  anfwered  in  the  negative:  and  at 
the  fame  moment  his  countenance,  commonly  chearful 
appeared  extremely  fad.  The  vice-roy,  Alphonfo  de 
Sofa,  foon  obferved  it,  and  knowing  the  caufe  of  his 
affii&ion,  alked  the  father,  if  he  had  any  former 
knowledge  that  the  child  came  not  to  catechifm  ?  If 
I  had  known  it,  replied  Xavier,  I  had  not  failed  to 
have  brought  him  thither.  But  why  then,  faid  the 
vice-roy*  are  you  thus  difquieted,  for  a  thing  you 
knew  not,  and  of  which  you  are  no  ways  guilty? 
It  is,  replied  Xavier,  becaufe  I  ought  to  upbraid 
myfelf  with  it  as  a  fault,  that  I  was  ignorant  that  any 
perfon,  who  was  embarked  with  me,  wanted  to  be 
taught  the  Cferiftian  faith. 

A  confcience  fo  tender,  a  body  fo  chafie,  a  mind 


fo  pure,  and  a  whole  life  fo  generoully  and  diftnter- 
eftedly  devoted  to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  fcrvice  of 
fouls,  argue  him  a  man  whofe  tr c,ofturc  zlcls  in  hca — 

vtn,  and  whole  lift  was  hid  with  Chrift  in  God ; 
from  his  union  with  whom,  he  derived  all  his  11  length. 

Such  a  character  is  worthy  that  of  the  primitive 
ages,  and  deferves  to  be  tranfmilted  to  fucceeding 
generations. 
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